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Kerala tops education ranking 

Uttar Pradesh placed at bottom of NITI Aayog’s School Education Quality Index 


Top scorers 


Among big States, Kerala topped the charts in NITI Aayog's School 
Education Quality Index for 2016-17, while U.P. scored the least 



‘Only four juveniles have been 
detained after August 5 in J&IC 

Following SC directions, HC judge visited observation home 



Up in arms: Youth raising slogans at a protest against the 
dilution of Article 370 in Srinagar on Friday. ■ pti 


NEARBY 
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BJP's first list out, Khattar 
to contest from Karnal 

CHANDIGARH 

Haryana Chief Minister 
Manohar Lai Khattar will 
contest from his Karnal 
Assembly constituency as the 
BJP on Monday announced 
the first list of 78 candidates 
for the October 21 elections. 
The list included ex-hockey 
captain Sandeep Singh, 
Olympic wrestler Yogeshwar 
Dutt and wrestler Babita 
Phogat. They will contest 
from Pehowa, Baroda and 
Dadri seats respectively. 

NEWS ►PAGE 12 


Court reserves verdict in 
Bihar shelter home case 

NEW DELHI 

A Delhi court on Monday 
reserved judgment in the 
Muzaffarpur shelter home 
sexual assault case in Bihar. 
Additional Sessions Judge 
Saurabh Kulshrestha 
reserved the judgment on 
conclusion of final 
arguments. Main accused 
Brajesh Thakur and 20 others 
are facing trial. Several girls 
were allegedly raped and 
sexually abused at the shelter 
home. 
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Our Ques. in Mains-2019 
Paper-1 -19 Q out of 20 
Paper-ll -16 Q out of 20 
Paper-Ill -17 Q out of 20 
Paper-IV >90% Questions 
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SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Kerala and Rajasthan have 
emerged as States with the 
best quality of school educa¬ 
tion in the country, with 
scores of 76.6% and 72.9% 
respectively, in the NITI 
Aayog’s rankings released on 
Monday. 

The Union Territory of 
Chandigarh, however, 
pipped them overall with a 
score of over 80%. 

Reflecting the huge diffe¬ 
rences in quality across the 
country, Uttar Pradesh 
scored the lowest among 20 
large States, with just 36.4%, 
although the small State of 
Arunachal Pradesh and the 
Union Territory of Lakshad¬ 
weep had even lower scores. 

The School Education 
Quality Index (SEQI) is part 
of the NITI Aayog’s effort to 
rank the performance of 


SOIBA M ROCKY SINGH 

NEW DELHI 

The Delhi High Court on 
Monday declined to grant bail 
to former Finance Minister P. 
Chidambaram in the INX Me¬ 
dia case, noting that the in¬ 
vestigation is at an advanced 
stage and the likelihood of his 
influencing the witnesses 
could not be ruled out. 
Justice Suresh Kumar Kait 


States in across various indi¬ 
cators, including water, 
health and the ease of doing 
business, to encourage data- 
driven policy reforms. 

The Centre plans to col¬ 
laborate with the World 
Bank to offer performance- 
linked grants as incentives 


cited the submission of Solic¬ 
itor General Tushar Mehta 
that two material witnesses 
(accused) had been ap¬ 
proached with the plea not to 
disclose any information re¬ 
garding Mr. Chidambaram 
and his son Karti (the co-ac¬ 
cused). 

The High Court remarked 
that though Mr. Chidamba¬ 
ram has been “a strong” Fi- 


for the States with high rank¬ 
ings, School Education Se¬ 
cretary Rina Ray said. 

The first edition of the SE¬ 
QI assessed the States on the 
basis of learning outcomes, 
access, equity, infrastruc¬ 
ture and facilities, and the 
governance processes which 


nance Minister and Home Mi¬ 
nister and presently, Member 
of Parliament, “the fact that 
he will not influence the wit¬ 
nesses directly or indirectly, 
cannot be ruled out in view of 
the above facts.” 

FIPB irregularities 

The 74-year-old was arrested 
on August 21 from his resi¬ 
dence in New Delhi by the 


aid such outcomes. The In¬ 
dex is largely based on data 
from the National Achieve¬ 
ment Survey (NAS) of 2017-18 
and the Unified District In¬ 
formation on School Educa¬ 
tion data of 2016-17. 
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CBI. The case relates to a First 
Information Report regis¬ 
tered by the CBI on May 15, 
2017, against alleged irregu¬ 
larities in the Foreign Invest¬ 
ment Promotion Board clea¬ 
rance provided to INX Media 
for receiving overseas funds 
to the tune of ^305 crore in 
2007, when Mr. Chidamba¬ 
ram was Finance Minister. 

In a parallel probe, the En- 


VIJAI TA SINGH 

NEW DELHI 

After August 5, only four 
boys below the age of 18 
were detained by the police, 
and they are now lodged at a 
Juvenile Observation Home 
in Srinagar’s Harwan, a se¬ 
nior government official 
said. 

In all, there are 21 boys at 
the observation home. Of 
them, 17 were detained be¬ 
fore August 5 - the day 
Home Minister Amit Shah 
moved two Bills in the Rajya 
Sabha to revoke the special 
status of Jammu & Kashmir 
under Article 370 and bifur¬ 
cate and downgrade the 
State into two Union 
Territories. 

On September 20, the Su¬ 
preme Court assigned the 
Jammu and Kashmir High 


forcement Directorate is in¬ 
vestigating the alleged of¬ 
fence of money laundering 
arising out of the FIR. 

The High Court, in its 47- 
page judgment, cited the 
‘sealed cover’ as revealing 
that Indrani Mukherjee and 
Peter Mukherjee (accused) 
met Mr. Chidambaram even 
before the filing of applica¬ 
tion before the FIPB unit. 


Court’s Juvenile Justice Com¬ 
mittee to inquire into allega¬ 
tions of illegal detention of 
children. The Chairman of 
the J&IC High Court Legal 
Services Committee, Justice 
Ali Mohammad Magrey, vi- 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The eight core sectors that 
form the bellwether for the 
Indian economy slumped in 
August to their lowest 
growth in four years and 
four months. The index for 
these industries contracted 
0.5%, the weakest since 
April 2015. 

Growth in live sectors of 


sited the observation home 
last week following the Su¬ 
preme Court’s directions. 
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the Index of Eight Core In¬ 
dustries fell into the nega¬ 
tive zone in August. The in¬ 
dex had registered a growth 
of 2.7% in July 2019 and 
4.72% in August 2018. With¬ 
in the index, the coal sector 
saw the sharpest contrac¬ 
tion at 8.6%. 

DETAILED REPORT ON ► PAGE 15 
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HC declines to grant bail to Chidambaram in INX Media case 

‘Investigation is at an advanced stage and the likelihood of his influencing the witnesses cannot be ruled out’ 


Eight core sectors 
shrink 0.5% in August 


Help at hand 



Going under: Rescuers evacuating an elderly man at Rajendra Nagar in Patna on Monday. Parts of Bihar and Uttar Pradesh 
are reeling due to floods after heavy rain in the past few days, with the death toll mounting to 136. ■ ranjeet kumar (page 9) 


Unaware of 
Rajoana 
remission: 
Punjab 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI/CHANDIGARH 

The process to commute 
the death sentence of Bal- 
want Singh Rajoana, con¬ 
victed of killing former 
Punjab Chief Minister 
Beant Singh, is “under 
way”, a senior Home Minis¬ 
try official said on Monday. 

The Ministry said it had 
taken an in-principle deci¬ 
sion to commute his death 
sentence to life imprison¬ 
ment, and the decision 
would soon be conveyed to 
the President. 

However, Punjab Chief 
Minister Amarinder Singh 
said the State government 
was yet to receive any com¬ 
munication from the Minis¬ 
try, adding that the Centre 
had taken an independent 
decision on the release of 
the prisoners. 

DETAILS ON ►PAGE 12 


Scientists excavate ancient river 9 in Uttar Pradesh 


The paleochannel linked the Ganga 
and the Yamuna near Prayagraj 


River unearthed 


A team of scientists have discovered an "ancient buried river" 
that links the Ganga and the Yamuna. The map shows the 
possible course of the paleochannel 



JACOB KOSHY 

NEW DELHI 

The Union Water Ministry 
has excavated an old, dried- 
up river in Prayagraj 
(formerly Allahabad) that 
linked the Ganga and 
Yamuna rivers. The aim is to 
develop it as a potential 
groundwater recharge 
source, according to officials 
at the National Mission for 
Clean Ganga (NMCG), a 
body under the Union Jal 
Shalcti Ministry that 
coordinates the cleaning of 
the Ganga. 

The “ancient buried 
river” as it was described at 
a conference organised by 
the Ministry, is around 4 km 
wide, 45 km long and 


consisted of a 15-metre-thick 
layer buried under soil. 

According to Executive 
Director, NMCG, D.P. 
Mathuria, the discovery was 
made last December by a 
team of scientists from the 
CSIR-NGRI (National 
Geophysical Research 
Institute) and the Central 
Groundwater Board during 
a helicopter-borne 
geophysical survey covering 
the Prayagraj and 
Kaushambi region in Uttar 
Pradesh. 

These paleochannels 
reveal the course of rivers 
that have ceased to exist. 

The newly discovered 
river, according to Mr. 
Mathuria, was a “buried 


paleochannel that joins the 
Yamuna river at Durgapur 
village, about 26 km south of 
the current Ganga-Yamuna 
confluence at Prayagraj. 

The genesis of the 
palaeochannel’s discovery 


followed a 2016 report of a 
seven-member committee, 
headed by Professor K.S. 
Valdiya of the Jawaharlal 
Nehru Centre for Advanced 
Scientific Research 
(JNCASR), commissioned by 


the Water Resources 
Ministry. 

This report concluded 
that evidence from 
palaeochannels suggested 
that the mythological 
Saraswati river did indeed 
exist. They claimed to have 
based their conclusions on 
reports and maps of 
palaeochannels in north 
India and a separate, 
ongoing project by the 
Central Groundwater Board 
to map the aquifers 
(extremely deep stores of 
groundwater) of India. 

“Knowledge on 
subsurface connectivity 
between Ganga and Yamuna 
rivers will play a very crucial 
role in planning of Ganga 
cleaning and protecting safe 
groundwater resources,” Mr. 
Mathuria said. 


CM 


SC pulls up Gujarat for not paying Bilkis Bano 


LEGA L CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Nearly five months after the 
Supreme Court ordered the 
Gujarat government to give 
2002 riots victim Bilkis Bano 
?50 lakh in compensation, a 
house and a job to tide over 
the “devastation” of her fa¬ 
mily, the court learned on 
Monday that the State is yet 
to budge on the judicial or¬ 
der from the highest court. 

“Why have you not paid 
her? Why have you not 
paid?” Chief Justice Gogoi 
asked Solicitor General 
Tushar Mehta, appearing for 
the Gujarat government. 

Mr. Mehta said the State 
may be filing a review. 



Bilkis Bano 


The court, in a detailed 
decision on April 23, had de¬ 
scribed the tragedy of Ms. 
Bano’s past. It had noted 
how her infant daughter was 
“smashed” against the wall 
in their house before her 
own eyes. Ms. Bilkis was her¬ 
self pregnant when she was 
gang-raped by the mob. Se¬ 


ven members of her family 
were also killed by the mob 
at Randhikpur village near 
Ahmedabad on March 3, 
2002 . 

It ordered the Gujarat go¬ 
vernment to pay her the 
compensation and provide 
her a job and a house in two 
weeks. But nothing had 
come out of it. 

The Chief Justice asked 
Mr. Mehta whether the April 
order would at least be made 
good now considering the 
“peculiar facts” of the case. 

Mr. Mehta asked for four 
weeks for the government to 
arrange employment for Ms. 
Bano. The CJI, however, de¬ 
cided on two. 
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Special Judge Om 
Prakash Saini retires 

NEW DELHI 

Special Judge Om Prakash 
Saini, who delivered 
judgments in several high- 
profile criminal cases like the 
2G spectrum allocation scam 
retired on Monday. The 
judge, in his career spanning 
29 years, delivered several 
landmarkjudgments, 
including that in the 2000 
Red Fort attack case wherein 
he awarded death sentence 
to a terrorist, pti 

Jamia extends admission 
date for J&K students 

NEW DELHI 

The Jamia Millia Islamia has 
extended the last date for 
admission to the university 
for students from Jammu and 
Kashmir owing to the 
"communication gap" that 
ensued following the 
abrogation of Article 370 
provisions for the State, 
officials said on Monday. The 
date has been extended to 
October 10. pti 



Dance: "Lalit Arpan Samaroh 2019": 
Kathak recital by Afsar Mulla, Singa¬ 
pore. Followed by "Swachh Bharat", 
a dance ballet by Kavita Thakur and 
group at The Stein Auditorium, India 
Habitat Centre (IHC), 7 p.m. 
Exhibition: "End of the Road", a 
solo heritage photography exhibition 
by Arya Arora at Delhi 'o' Delhi Foyer, 
IHC, 11 a.m. - 7 p.m. 

Exhibition: "Tranquil Tapestry", a 
solo photography exhibition, which 
captures wildlife by Alvia Syed at 
Convention Centre Foyer, IHC, 11 
a.m. - 7 p.m. 

Exhibition: "Burnish/Tarnish", a 
group art show at Palette Art Gallery, 
14, Golf Links, 7 p.m. -10 p.m. 

(Mail your listings for this column 
at city editor delhi(o)thehindu.co.in) 


‘Lack of provisions in urban 
policies led to sewer deaths’ 

Report details findings of probe into deaths of six sanitation workers in Delhi 



A sanitation worker cleaning a drain without safety gear in the 

City. "FILE PHOTO: R.V. MOORTHY 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

In the urban policies made 
for the city by the State, 
municipal bodies, institu¬ 
tions and private companies, 
there is a complete absence 
of planning for maintenance 
of sewers, septic tanks and 
waste disposal systems, a re¬ 
port released by the People’s 
Union for Democratic Rights 
(PUDR) on Monday says. 

The report titled “Chronic 
‘Accidents’: Deaths of Sewer/ 
Septic Tank Workers, Delhi, 
2017-2019” has been pu¬ 
blished to coincide with the 
completion of five years of 
the Swachh Bharat Abhiyan 
and contains the findings of 
an investigation conducted 
into six incidents of deaths 
of sanitation workers in Del¬ 
hi, while cleaning sewers/ 
septic tanks over the last two 
years. 

The report shows lack of 
provisions in urban planning 
for maintenance of sewers 
and septage systems, lack of 
provision for safety gear and 
safety equipment or training 
sewer/septic tank cleaners. 


and lack of criminal prosecu¬ 
tion of those guilty of send¬ 
ing them to do this hazar¬ 
dous work manually. These 
are significant patterns that 
mark all sewer deaths in the 
Capital. 

Prevalence of ad-hocism 

The report finds that ad-ho- 
cism prevails with official bo¬ 
dies like the DJB, subcon¬ 
tracting the work of 
maintaining sewers and 
drains to private contrac¬ 
tors, as and when required, 
without monitoring either 


the quality or condition of 
work, rather than making 
regular provision for this es¬ 
sential work. 

“In none of the cases dis¬ 
cussed here were workers 
provided any safety equip¬ 
ment or gear such as masks 
or protective clothing, gog¬ 
gles etc,” the report states. It 
added that while the State is 
quick to provide compensa¬ 
tion to the family of the vic¬ 
tims, it establishes no crimi¬ 
nal accountability. “The 
judicial system help the per¬ 
petrators evade culpability 


and the State’s responsibility 
of creating infrastructure for 
proper waste disposal al¬ 
ways escapes scrutiny,” the 
report says. 

The PUDR demanded that 
the Prohibition of Employ¬ 
ment as Manual Scavengers 
and their Rehabilitation Act, 
2013 and the Supreme 
Court’s judgment of 2014 in 
the case of Safai Karamchari 
Andolan and Others vs Un¬ 
ion of India and Others 
should be duly implemented 
and applied in all cases of 
sewer/septic tank deaths. 

“Criminal accountability 
of employers guilty of send¬ 
ing/compelling workers to 
clean sewers/septic tanks 
etc., leading to their death or 
illness, should be esta¬ 
blished, trials should be 
speeded up and justice deli¬ 
vered,” the report says. 

It also adds that the State 
should take primary and di¬ 
rect responsibility for sew¬ 
age and waste management 
systems and ensure that pro¬ 
visions are made for proper 
working conditions for all 
sanitation workers. 


Won’t compromise green cover, says Puri 

Project on redeveloping government colony to be carried out without felling trees 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Kicking off the redevelop¬ 
ment of the General Pool Re¬ 
sidential Accommodation 
(GPRA) colony at Kasturba 
Nagar on Monday, Union 
Housing and Urban Affairs 
Minister Hardeep Singh Puri 
said the project would be car¬ 
ried out “without compro¬ 
mising the green cover”. 

At the ceremony to lay the 
foundation stone for the pro¬ 
ject, Mr. Puri said: “I appeal 



Hardeep Singh Puri 


to all the stakeholders, be as¬ 
sured that all the redevelop¬ 
ment work will happen with¬ 
out compromising the green 


cover and the Ministry’s ef¬ 
fort is always in the direction 
of increasing green cover”. 

Last year, the Ministry and 
its redevelopment projects of 
other GPRA colonies in South 
Delhi faced flak for the pro¬ 
posed felling of trees. 

For the Kasturba Nagar 
project, Mr. Puri said open 
space in the colony would be 
increased from 35% to 83%, 
while green cover would 
comprise 33%. 

Prabhakar Singh, the di¬ 


rector general of the Central 
Public Works Department, 
which is carrying out the pro¬ 
ject, said “not even a single 
tree shall be cut” and 186 
trees would be transplanted 
within the campus to make 
way for the towers. 

Spread over 52.8 acres, the 
2,521 residential quarters in 
Kasturba Nagar campus 
would be demolished and 
3,585 units would be con¬ 
structed at a cost of ?2,428 
crore. 


65 dengue and 64 malaria cases 
reported last week: SDMC report 

‘Highest number of cases reported in a single week this year’ 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

With 65 cases of dengue and 
64 cases of malaria reported 
last week, Delhi saw the 
highest number of such cas¬ 
es reported in a single week 
this year, according to a re¬ 
port compiled by the South 
Delhi Municipal Corpora¬ 
tion. 

With this, the number of 
malaria cases reported this 
year stood at 368, second 
highest compared to the 
number of cases at the same 
time in the last five years. 
The number of malaria cases 
was higher at the same time 
only in 2017, when it 
touched 482. The total num¬ 
ber of cases of malaria in 



Total number of dengue 
cases so far this year stood 
at 282. ■ FILE PHOTO 


2017 was 577. On the other 
hand, the number of malaria 
cases at the same time last 
year was 308. 

The total number of den¬ 
gue cases so far this year 
stood at 282, which is the se¬ 


cond lowest, compared to 
the number of cases at the 
same time in the last five 
years. The lowest number of 
cases at the same time in the 
last five years was in 2014, 
when only 98 such cases 
were reported. The highest 
number of cases at the same 
time was in 2015 when it 
touched 5,982. The number 
of cases at the same time last 
year stood at 481. 

Meanwhile, the number 
of Chikunguniya cases has 
also picked up with 13 cases 
reported in the last week. 
With this, the total number 
of such cases touched 87, 
which is higher than the 
number of such cases in 
2018 (79). 


North body attacks govt, for taking 
credit on reducing dengue cases 

Civic body passes resolution, asks AAP govt, to publicise its work 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

The North Delhi Municipal 
Corporation on Monday 
passed a resolution attacking 
the Delhi government for 
taking credit for the work 
done by the civic body in re¬ 
ducing the incidence of den¬ 
gue and called upon it to pu¬ 
blicise its work. 

“Despite having no role to 
play in curtailing vector- 
borne diseases in terms of 
manpower, money or mate¬ 
rial, it was congratulating it¬ 
self for the drop in number 
of diseases and had not given 
any credit to the north body 
which had undertaken the 
work,” the resolution read. 

The resolution listed va¬ 
rious activities carried out by 
the civic body, such as the 
amount of money spent, 
number of staff employed, 


Despite having no 
W role to play in 
curtailing vector- 
borne diseases, it 
[govt.] was 
congratulating 
itself for the drop 
in number of cases 

NORTH BODY RESOLUTION 

number of houses checked 
and other measures to check 
on the disease. 

Attacking the Aam Aadmi 
Party, it argued that the go¬ 
vernment was putting out 
full page advertisements and 
hoardings declaring its “den¬ 
gue policy” in view of the up¬ 
coming Vidhan Sabha elec¬ 
tions. It termed the ten 
weeks, ten minutes slogan 
“empty.” The resolution in¬ 
stead, called for the govern¬ 
ment to publicise the work 
carried out by the North 


DMC in this regard. 

At an earlier meeting of 
the House, the North Delhi 
Mayor Avtar Singh had sus¬ 
pended all members of the 
Aam Admi Party for three 
weeks when ruckus broke 
out over discussion on den¬ 
gue. On Monday, AAP coun¬ 
cillors, who were initially 
barred from entering the 
meeting, raised slogans de¬ 
claring “murder of democra¬ 
cy”, outside the House. The 
councillors were, however, 
let in later. 

Speaking at the meeting of 
the House, AAP MLA, Rajesh 
Gupta acknowledged the 
role played by the municipal 
corporation in reducing den¬ 
gue but said that the cam¬ 
paign carried out by CM was 
an attempt to raise aware¬ 
ness on the efforts needed to 
prevent the disease. 
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International Day 
of Older Persons 

1 st October, 2019 
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OUR EFFORTS FOR SENIOR CITIZENS 


Decline in 
Heinous Crimes 
Against 
Senior Citizens 


SR. CITIZENS: HELPLINE NO. 1291 



2018 2019 

(Figure Upto 15 th September) 


INSTALL THESE SIMPLE SECURITY DEVICES 




Magic eye 
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Door safety chain House Alarm 


AND DO NOT. 



Keep an unverified 
domestic help 
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Talk wealth before 
domestic help 


Let visitors stay with 
domestic help 


Allow entry to 
unverified strangers 
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BE ALERT TO SUDDEN VISIT OF ANY DISTANT RELATIVE/ACQUAINTANCE 


CM 
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Make students aware of dengue, pollution: CM 

Kejriwal will interact with children on these issues via videoconference today 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

Chief Minister Arvind Kejri¬ 
wal asked principals of priv¬ 
ate and government-aided 
schools to make students 
aware of the ongoing cam¬ 
paigns against dengue and 
pollution. He was speaking 
at a function at Thyagaraj 
Stadium on Monday. 

Under the TO Hafte 10 
Baje 10 Minute’ campaign 
against dengue, the Delhi go¬ 
vernment has also prepared 
a kit for school children, 
which will be made available 
to them through schools, he 
said. Apart from this, the 
Delhi government will also 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

Following a plea seeking re¬ 
medial action against pollu¬ 
tion caused due to illegal 
parking, the National Green 
Tribunal (NGT) granted a 
“last opportunity” to Union 
Transport Ministry to comp¬ 
ly with previous orders. 

Directing the Secretary, 
Transport Ministry to comp¬ 
ly with earlier orders of the 
tribunal, a Bench headed by 
NGT Chairperson Justice 

Four arrested 
after shoot-out 

STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

Four members of Kapil 
Sangwan gang - Balu, Amit 
Guliya, Anil and Gulshan - 
were arrested after a shoot¬ 
out in Dwarka on Monday 
evening, the police said. 

Police said that an infor¬ 
mation regarding their ar¬ 
rival was received after 
which a team went to the 
spot. They were asked to 
surrender but they started 
firing at the police party. In 
retaliation, shots were fired 
after which they were over¬ 
powered, said an officer. 




Arvind Kejriwal 


provide masks to school stu¬ 
dents as part of its pro¬ 
gramme to tackle pollution, 
the CM added. 

The Chief Minister will in¬ 
teract with children on these 


Adarsh Kumar Goel ob¬ 
served, “It is not clear why 
the Ministry has failed to fur¬ 
nish any report in spite of or¬ 
der of the tribunal, violation 
of which is a criminal 
offence.” 

One-month time 

The Bench further added, 
“Thus, this default may re¬ 
quire taking of coercive mea¬ 
sures but before doing so, we 
grant last opportunity to the 
Secretary, Ministry of Tran- 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

The National Green Tribunal 
(NGT) on Monday directed 
the Delhi Jal Board (DJB) to 
take requisite action to con¬ 
trol “bad odour” emanating 
from a sewage treatment 
plant in Kondli area. 

Taking note of a report 
furnished by the Delhi Pollu¬ 
tion Control Committee 
(DPCC) and the DJB, a Bench 
headed by NGT Chairperson 
Justice Adarsh Kumar Goel 
said: “In view of the serious¬ 
ness of the violation of 


issues on Tuesday via video 
conference. 

Education system 

“Five years ago, Delhi had 
two parallel systems - go¬ 
vernment schools and priv¬ 
ate schools. If a man had 
even a little money, he 
would send his child to a 
private school. People would 
send their child to a govern¬ 
ment school only out of com¬ 
pulsion. This was an imba¬ 
lanced education system. In 
five years, we had overcome 
this imbalance,” Mr. Kejriwal 
said during an interaction 
with the principals. 

The Chief Minister said. 


sport. Government of India, 
to comply with the order 
and furnish a report within 
one month, failing which 
further coercive measures 
may have to be taken perso¬ 
nally against the Secretary to 
enforce the rule of law.” 

Earlier, in an October 
2018 order, the green panel 
had directed the Ministry to 
examine the issue after con¬ 
sultation with experts and a 
report on the same was 
sought from them. 


norms resulting in bad 
odour, the DJB may ensure 
that all remedial actions are 
completed by March 31, 
2020 as directed by the 
DPCC and with this timeline 
in mind, all necessary proce¬ 
dures may be advanced 
accordingly.” 

The Bench further added, 
“The DJB may specify the 
person responsible for en¬ 
suring such compliance and 
consequences for failure, in¬ 
cluding disciplinary action 
and recording such failure in 
the action-taken report.” 


along with the government 
schools, the private schools 
also belong to “us”. “You all 
belong to us. Till now, you 
people have been giving 
good education to the chil¬ 
dren of Delhi. We want an 
education system, in which 
private schools and govern¬ 
ment schools at one level 
compete and also comple¬ 
ment each other. We want 
suggestions from you. We 
want feedback from you. If a 
private school does not fol¬ 
low the law, then it is our du¬ 
ty to make it obey the law. 
But we do not want to inter¬ 
fere in your work,” said the 
Chief Minister. 


One lulled, 
another hurt 
as tanker 
catches fire 

STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

A 25-year-old man was 
killed and another injured 
after a tanker caught fire in 
north-east Delhi’s Harsh 
Vihar on Monday evening, 
the police said. 

DCP (North East) Ved 
Prakash Surya said the de¬ 
ceased Vikas Tiwari was a 
resident of Pratapgarh dis¬ 
trict in Uttar Pradesh and 
the injured Ramashray 
(25), is a resident of Mau 
district in Uttar Pradesh, 
they said. 

According to fire depart¬ 
ment, they received a call 
at 7.14 p.m. on Monday re¬ 
garding the incident after 
which four fire tenders 
were rushed to the spot. 
The rescue operation was 
completed at 9.50 p.m., 
the fire officials said. 

However, Tiwari was de¬ 
clared brought dead by 
doctors at GTB Hospital 
and Ramashray sustained 
50% burn injuries and is 
undergoing treatment. Le¬ 
gal action is being taken up 
as per law, he added. 


NGT gives one last chance to Ministry 


Control ‘bad odour’ from 
Kondli sewage plant: NGT 
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A Space Marketing Initiative 


China, India to usher in new chapter of civilization exchanges 



Sept 27, 2019, A Indian dressed Opera Costume at the reception celebrating the 70th anniversary of the founding of PRC. 
Photo by Yuan Jirong. 


By Liu Zhonghua, People's Daily 

As in the industry, the huge progress 
made in India in the past 30 years, and also 
the remarkable achievements of Sino-lndia 
relations. The constantly extending subway 
lines in New Delhi and the successful launch 
of the spacecraft Chandrayaan-2 last month 
are both clear manifestations of the country's 
rapid development. The trade volume 
between China and India surged from $200 
million to $95.5 billion, and the number of 
annual mutual visits between the two 
countries has hit 1 million from only 
hundreds. Now the two countries share 14 
pairs of sister cities, and have established over 
30 communication mechanisms that cover 
almost every field. At present, there are more 
than 20,000 Indian students studying in 
China, and over 1,000 Chinese enterprises 
operating in India, creating more than 
200,000jobs for local communities. 

In recent years, under the strategic 
guidance of the state leaders of both 
countries, China and India are seeing 
increasingly frequent friendly exchanges. 
Nowadays, Indian restaurants are very 
popular in China, and the Indian movie Dangal 
has become a blockbuster. Besides, Dar¬ 
jeeling tea and yoga are also formulating a 
fashion in China. India's National Association 
of Software and Services Companies has set 
up three IT corridors in China's Dalian, 
Guizhou and Xuzhou, and Indian training 
organizations are also establishing their 
branches in multiple Chinese cities. The 
country's IT outsourcing business is em¬ 
bracing more and more Chinese clients. 

China and India have continuously 
enhanced their political mutual trust under 
the guidance of the two state leaders, 
promoting healthy development of bilateral 
relations. 

Chinese President Xi Jinping delivered an 
important speech titled In Joint Pursuit of a 
Dream of National Renewal at the Indian 
Council of World Affairs five years ago. He 
defined China-lndia ties in the new era with 
three "partnerships". He said China and India 
should become closer partners for deve¬ 
lopment who will jointly pursue their 
respective national renewal, cooperative 
partners for growth and jointly promote 
Asia's prosperity and revitalization, and global 
partners for strategic coordination and work 
for a more just and equitable international 
order. 

China has entered a new era of socialism 
with Chinese characteristics, and Prime 
Minister Modi also put forward a vision of 


"New India" that strives to make India a "$5 
trillion economy" by 2024. China and India 
have every reason to keep the healthy 
development of their bilateral ties as the world 
is undergoing changes unseen in a century. The 
healthy development of China-lndia ties 
enhances strategic composure. The diplo¬ 
matic ties between the two countries have 
overcome all kinds of obstacles and realized 
stable development since the establishment, 
demonstrating powerful strategic composure 
of the two countries. The state leaders of the 
two countries have always offered strategic 
guidance and strengthened composure for 
bilateral ties, no matter in the mutual learning 
of reform and opening up or in the 
exploration of relations between neighboring 
major countries in the newera. 

The healthy development of China-lndia 
ties produces new impetus. China and India 
are both developing countries. China is at a 
critical stage of reform and opening up and 
modernization, and India is also on a mission 
to develop economy and improve people's 


livelihood. Both countries need to nurture a 
favorable external environment. As members 
of multilateral organizations and mechanisms 
such as China - Russia - India foreign ministers 
meeting, BRICS, Shanghai Cooperation Orga¬ 
nization, and G20, China and India share com¬ 
mon interests in promoting globalization and 
opposing trade protectionism. On major inter¬ 
national issues, the two countries see similar 
interests and have similar stands. Therefore, 
making a same voice would inject new impetus 
to bilateral ties between China and India as 
they continue improving global governance, 
and offer Asian voices, wisdom and schemes to 
the world in the international arena. 

The healthy development of China-lndia 
ties stimulates new energy. Some people say 
that China-lndia relations are tepid because of 
the lack of energy. After years of consultations 
and cooperation, the two countries have 
developed multiple mature mechanisms and 
cooperation models, but these mechanisms 
and modelsare not being used to thefullest. 

When developing countries are showing a 


sound momentum for growth, the world is 
expecting that these mechanisms can show 
more energy in future development. 

The healthy development of China-lndia 
ties further creates potential for development. 
In order to promote stable development of 
bilateral ties, China and India should dig into 
their potential in each field. They should make 
the informal meetings between state leaders a 
regular activity, explore the relations between 
neighboring major countries, and break the 
"vicious cycle" of the fluctuation of bilateral 
ties. Besides, they should also compre¬ 
hensively enhance practical cooperation to 
improve the maturity of bilateral and multi¬ 
lateral ties. For instance, they can have a dis¬ 
cussion on the plans of their respective free 
trade agreements, start the talks on the early 
harvest of boundary issue, make strategic 
alignment of the Belt and Road Initiative, and 
explore for the new cooperation models under 
the "China-lndia Plus"plan. In addition, the 
two countries and also set up special research 
teams undergovernmental support, to con- 


-duct in-depth communication over the 
expansion of cooperation and achieve early 
fruits. 

As media practitioners, we shoulder the 
responsibility to promote the healthy deve¬ 
lopment of bilateral ties and enhance mutual 
understanding between the two peoples. 
What we can contribute the best to the 
relations between China and India is to voice 
for their development and make more 
advices for bilateral relations. 

I have a few suggestions for Sino-lndia 
media exchange. Firstly, we should send more 
journalists to each other. We see huge 
potential when it comes to media exchanges 
between China and India, as the scale of 
journalist exchanges between them does not 
match their development potential and how 
their relations are developing. Currently, 
China and India have sent a total of 21 
journalists to each other(5/16), and the figure 
was almost zero 30 years ago. However, it is 
far from enough for two big countries that 
both have a population of over 1 billion. 

Secondly, we should enhance mutual 
trust and cover the stories in each other's 
country from a more objective and realistic 
perspective. Thirdly, we should bring forth 
new ideas to the models of media exchange. 
Fourthly, we should attach importance on the 
role of media played in enhancing bilateral 
strategic trust. 

History has proved that a sound Sino- 
lndia relationship can benefit both the two 
countries and even the world at large. 2020 
marks the 70th anniversary of the esta¬ 
blishment of Sino-lndia diplomatic ties, and 
both countries should draw wisdom from the 
history at this critical moment. According to 
British economist Angus Maddison, there 
were 1,600 years in the past 2,000 years when 
China and India contributed to half of the 
world's economy. In the current century, the 
two countries possess a total population of 
2.7 billion, or 40 percent of the world's total, 
and they take up to 20 percent of the world's 
GDP. It is believed that joining hands, the two 
countries are bound to usher in a new chapter 
of exchange and mutual learning among 
civilizations. 


^ PEOPLE'S DAILY 


70 years on, working towards achieving the Chinese dream china s historic leap from standing up, 
J ° ° getting rich to becoming strong 



Interchange overpass in Fujian Ningde-Gutian Expressway. Photo by Zhang Jingang 


Sun Weidong, China's Ambassador to India 

Over the past seven decades, China has 
made great strides from standing up and 
growing wealthy to becoming strong. Guided by 
Xi Jinping Thought on Socialism with Chinese 
Characteristics for a New Era, the Chinese 
people are united and working tirelessly to 
achieve the "two centenary goals" and realize 
the Chinese dream of great rejuvenation of the 
Chinese nation. 

Looking back, the story of China's eco-nomic 
ascent, specially after reform and opening up in 
1978, is truly remarkable. The transformation of 
China from a poor country into the world's 
second largest economy and technology 
juggernaut underlines possibilities of what can 
be achieved by blending hard work with a vision 
of national resurgence. 

China's economy is moving towards high- 
quality development. China's GDP reached 
13.61 trillion U.S. dollars in 2018, and its gross 
national income per person reached 9,732 U.S. 
dollars in the same year. China accounted for 
more than 30 percent of global economic 
growth, making it the most significant driving 
force. The economic structure continued to 
improve, and the third industry contributed 60.3 
% of the growth. The retail sales of consumer 
goods in China was estimated to be around 
$5.76 trillion in 2018, making it the second 
largest consumer market in the world. 

What's more gratifying is that in this upward 
economic trajectory, China's leader-ship 
unflinchingly pursued the eradi-cation of 
poverty, bringing us closer to the first centenary 
goal of creating a moderately prosperous society 
by 2020. The 1.3 billion Chinese are no longer 
threatened by food or clothing shortages, more 
than 850 million Chinese are out of poverty and 
770 million are employed. The number of 
impoverished people dropped from 770 million 
in 1978 to 16.6 million in 2018, and the poverty 


rate dropped from 97.5% to 1.7%. By the end of 
2020, we will have taken all rural residents living 
below the current poverty line out of poverty, 
putting an end to absolute poverty in our 
country and creating a miracle in the history of 
development and poverty reduction. 

China is opening wider to the outside world. 
China is now the world's largest trader in goods 
and largest holder of foreign exchange reserves. 
China has become the largest trading partner of 
over 130 countries and regions. Chinese 
government announced the esta-blishment of 
six new pilot free trade zones, bringing the total 
number to 18. All countries in the world will 
benefit from China's greater opening-up. 

Under the guidance of Xi Jinping Thought on 
Diplomacy, China has stayed committed to the 
path of peaceful development, resolutely 
safeguarded China's sovereignty, security and 
development interests, advocated multilater¬ 
alism and economic globalization, pro-moted 
the building of a new type of inter-national 
relations and a community with a shared future 
for mankind. China has contributed its wisdom 
and solutions for world peace, stability and 
development. 

The 70th birthday celebrations of PRC have 
intersected with the unfolding national re¬ 
surgence of India, opening new avenues for 
strongerChina-India relations. 

As the only two large developing countries 
with overone billion population, China and India 
have so many similarities than any other 
country in the world. We had splendid ancient 
civilizations, suffered from colonial and imperial 
aggression, achieved national liberation and 
independence almost at the same time, and 
jointly advocated the Five Principles of 
Peaceful Coexistence. At present, both of us 
face the common task of growing the economy 
and improving people's livelihoods. China is 
strivingfor its "two centenary goals", and India is 


working towards the goal of building a "new 
India". China and India should learn from and help 
each other to realize win-win cooperation and 
common development. 

The 'closer developmental partnership' 
between China and India is movingforward along 
the track of sound and steady deve--lopment. 
Today over 1,000 Chinese companies are doing 
business in India, with a cumulative investment of 
$8 billion, which has created 200,000 local jobs. 
More than two-thirds of Indian companies 
investing in China are making handsome profits, 
40 percent of them would like to increase their 
investment in China this year. China-lndia High- 
Level People-to-People and Cultural Exchanges 
Mechanism has promoted people-to-people co¬ 
operation. With the long history, large population 
and economic volume of the two countries, China- 
India cooperation enjoys vast potential for 
development. 

The Chinese government attaches great 
importance to its relations with India, which is a 
basic foreign policy we have adhered to for a long 
time. With the guidance of the leadership of our 
two countries to the development of bilateral 
relations and cooperation, we should transmit the 
leaders' consensus to all levels and translate the 
consensus into tangible cooperation and out¬ 
comes, go beyond the mode of managing 
differences and accumulate positive momentum, 
so as to strengthen exchanges and cooperation, 
promote convergence of interests and achieve 
common development. 



B.R.Deepak, Professor, Centre for Chinese and 
South East Asian Studies, JUN University 

China standing up, getting rich to becoming 
strong sums up China's journey of 70 years since its 
inception in 1949. The same may be true for India- 
China relations of this time. 

Since reforming and opening, China sustained 
the fastest ever economic growth in the shortest 
possible time in the entire history of mankind. 
Between 1982 and 2008 a series of administrative 
reforms were introduced to create a leaner 
government structure, and bureaucracy was 
downsized almost by 50% from a whopping 10 
million people. During the 3rd Plenary Session of 
the 12th Central Committee in 1984, reforms were 
taken to the urban areas, and various systems of 
ownership such as collectively owned enterprises, 
individual, private and foreign owned enterprises 
were introduced and encouraged. The Southeast 
Coastal Priority Development Strategy was 
unfolded that saw the establishment of special 
economic zones, the experimental zone, the free 
trade zone, and the free ports that enabled some 
people to get rich first. China also created new 
institutions and institutionalized reforms, it drew 
long-term strategic goals for country's deve¬ 
lopment. For example, during the 13th national 
Congress of the CPC held in 1987, a three-stage 
modernization formula for the next 62 years was 
unrolled. The goals included, doubling the 1980 
GDP to end shortages of food and clothing; 
quadrupling the 1980 GDP by the end of 20th 
century and achieving the level of a moderately 


prosperous society; and by the mid 21st century 
raising the per capita GDP to that of moderately 
developed countries. To everyone's surprise, China 
achieved the first stage by the end of the 1980s and 
the second stage in 1995 ahead of schedule. 

This was also the period when India-China 
relations witnessed a gradual thaw. Security 
environment improved as India and China reopened 
border negotiations in 1981; institutionalized these 
talks through JWG starting from the 1988, and then 
through the mechanism of Special Representatives 
since 2003. A series of confidence building 
mechanism including the "Agreement on Main¬ 
tenance of Peace and Tranquility along the Line of 
Actual Control, in the India-China border area 
signed in 1993; the Agreement on Confidence 
Building Measures in the Military Field Along the 
Line of Actual Control in the India-China border 
areas of 1996; and the Protocol on the Political 
Parameters and Guiding Principles for the 
Settlement of the India-China Boundary Question 
signed in April, 2005 are unique in a way that these 
are not the byproduct of bipolarity of the world, 
neither the cold war, and nor the asymmetrical 
force structure between India and China, rather 
the evolution of these mechanisms could be attri¬ 
buted to lessons learnt by India and China from the 


hostilities and Cold War, and the result of the 
rapprochement and engagement after the 
establishment of diplomatic ties between them. As 
these measures stabilized the political and security 
environment, trade and commerce grew expo¬ 
nentially from a mere over 1 billion dollars in the 
year 2000 to nearly touching 100 billion mark in 
2019. More importantly, today India is treading the 
path which China treaded in the 1990s, therefore, 
for us there is a lot to learn from the Chinese growth 
story. 

The most striking change is the dramatic 
enhancement of their comprehensive national 
strength and poverty alleviation resolve. China 
uplifted more than 700 million people from poverty, 
while India alleviated around 300 million people. As 
China undergoes economic restructuring, India and 
China are givingfull playtotheircomplementarities. 
No wonder, today, near about 2000 Chinese 
companies have invested in India with around 10 
billion dollars investment surpassing foreign direct 
investment from the US and Japan, and providing 
employment opportunities to over 200,000 Indian 
people. There are worries as regards the trade 
deficit, nonetheless, China passing the law to allow 
the Indian generic drugs to enter its market will have 
positive impact on the trade figures. Today, China is 
a partner with India in its "Digital India" and "Make 
in India" drive. The entire supply chains as regards 
labor intensive industries such as mobile telephony, 
electronics, hope appliances etc. have been shifted 
to India. For example, mobile phone manufacturing 
clusters in Noida, electronics manufacturing in 
Chennai, white electrical appliances facilities in 


Pune, optical fiber industry in Hyderabad, and solar 
panel manufacturing in Bangalore are some of the 
examples of China shifting their bases to India. This 
scope is likely to expand and diversify in other areas 
as China and US continue to lock horns in the 
ongoing trade war. India's agricultural sector, 
including food processing industry will certainly 
reap some of the benefits. 

Finally, I believe India-China relationship is an 
extremely important relationship of the century 
capable of reshaping the rules of global order. This 
relationship goes beyond the binary of friendship or 
enmity, for it encompasses the elements of co¬ 
operation, coordination, competition and even 
confrontation and conflict, which is natural given 
the recent history of our relationship. I believe, this 
is a mature relationship, which was demonstrated 
by the Wuhan informal summit between India and 
China. The way forward would be to align their 
development strategies in the region and beyond, 
show sensitivity towards each other's core inter¬ 
ests, strengthen civilizational dialogue bet-ween 
their people through trade, investment, and 
tourism. Both remains major developing countries 
of the world, for both has a long way to go as far as 
assuming the leadership in offering global goods 
and services is concerned. ■■ 



On June 13, 2018, the first China-European train (Belgium. Ghent-China,Xi'an) Volvo Auto imported arrived 
Xi'an. Photo by Tang Zhenjiang 
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Kejriwal should apologise for 
insulting Purvanchalis: BJP 

AAP says people from Uttar Pradesh and Bihar were attacked in BJP-ruled Gujarat 


% One person from Bihar buys a ticket 
* to Delhi for TSOO, returns after 

availing of free treatment worth 
\ TS lakh. It makes us happy as 
■ ^ 2 they are people of our own 
* T country, but Delhi has its own 
capacity. How can Delhi cater 
to people of the entire 
country? 




^ This is an irresponsible 
* statement and we 
condemn it. Delhi BJP 
will not tolerate the 
insult to the Pur- ^ t 

vanchalis and people \ 

from other States. Our 
agitation will continue 
till Kejriwal apologises 


1 


Chief Minister 


T 


CM asks expert to devise 
plan to stagger office hours 

‘Govt, trying to tackle congestion, air pollution during winter’ 


IN BRIEF 



Waqf Board aid to kin 
of missing JNU student 


NEW DELHI 

The Delhi Waqf Board on 
Monday gave financial 
assistance of ?5 lakh to the 
mother of missing Jawaharlal 
Nehru University student 
Najeeb Ahmad and a job to 
his brother, chairman of the 
panel Amanatullah Khan said. 
Mr. Najeeb had gone missing 
from his JNU hostel on 
October 15, 2016, following a 
scuffle with allegedly ABVP- 
affiliated students. 

3 killed as tractor-trolley 
rams autorickshaw 

GHAZIABAD 

Three people, including an 
11-year-old boy, were killed 
and as many injured after a 
speeding tractor-trolley 
rammed an autorickshaw in 
Uttar Pradesh's Ghaziabad on 
Monday, the police said. The 
head-on collision between 
the two vehicles happened 
near Banthla post, Loni's 
Station House Officer 
Bijendra Bhadana said. 

The tractor-trolley has been 
seized but its driver managed 
to flee, he said, pti 

DCW notice to police, 
North body over inaction 

NEW DELHI 

The Delhi Commission for 
Women on Monday issued 
summons to the city police 
and the North Delhi Municipal 
Corporation over alleged 
"inaction" against a sex racket 
operating in a Burari-based 
spa centre. The women panel 
and the police had raided a 
spa centre which was 
allegedly running a sex racket 
on its premises. 


THEME® HINDU 

DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to 
verify and make appropriate enquiries to 
satisfy themselves about the veracity of 
an advertisement before responding to 
any published in this newspaper. THG 
PUBLISHING PVT LTD., the Publisher & 
Owner of this newspaper, does not vouch 
for the authenticity of any advertisement 
or advertiser or for any of the advertiser's 
products and/or services. In no event can 
the Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Dir¬ 
ector/s, Employees of this newspaper/ 
company be held responsible/liable in 
any manner whatsoever for any claims 
and/or damages for advertisements in 
this newspaper. 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

The BJP on Monday attacked 
Chief Minister Arvind Kejri¬ 
wal for his remark on Delhi’s 
limitation on providing treat¬ 
ment to everyone in the 
country. 

The party said the Chief 
Minister was insulting Pur¬ 
vanchalis and demanded an 
apology from him. 

The Aam Aadmi Party hit 
back and said that they have 
always stood with the Pur¬ 
vanchalis and respected 
them. The party retorted 
that people from Uttar Pra¬ 
desh and Bihar were at¬ 
tacked and forced to flee in 
BJP-ruled Gujarat. 

Treatment in Capital 

On Sunday, addressing a pu¬ 
blic function, Mr. Kejriwal 
had said, “One person from 
Bihar buys a ticket to Delhi 
for ?500, returns after avail¬ 
ing free treatment worth ?5 
lakh. While it makes us hap¬ 
py as they are people of our 
own country, but Delhi has 
its own capacity. How can 
Delhi cater to people of en- 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

Five days after a man was 
robbed of ^40 lakh near Raj- 
ghat, the police are yet to 
find any leads in the case. It 
was found that over 25 CCTV 
cameras on the route alleged¬ 
ly taken by the suspect were 
dysfunctional. 

A senior police officer said 
that apart from North district 
police, other units of Delhi 
police are also investigating 


tire country? So, there is a 
necessity that situation im¬ 
proves across the country.” 

Slamming the Chief Minis¬ 
ter, BJP MP, Vijay Goel, said, 
“Kejriwal is holding the peo¬ 
ple from Bihar responsible 
for his failures. This is insult¬ 
ing and an irresponsible 
statement and we condemn 
it. Delhi BJP will not tolerate 
the insult to the Purvancha¬ 
lis and people from other 
States. Our agitation will 
continue till Kejriwal apolo¬ 
gises to the people of Delhi.” 

No new hospitals 

The BJP said that the people 
of Delhi will take revenge for 
this insult by voting in favour 


the case. “We have recreated 
the route taken by the victim 
and gathered videos of 
CCTVs located on the route. 
The car was captured in one 
of the CCTV but the footage is 
not clear,” said the officer. 

He added that during the 
probe, they found several 
CCTVs were dysfunctional. 
“We have written to the de¬ 
partment concerned to fix 
the dysfunctional CCTVs at 
the earliest. We have enough 


of the BJP in the Assembly 
elections. 

“Not a single hospital has 
been constructed during the 
AAP rule in Delhi. Whatever 
hospital infrastructure is 
available in Delhi was creat¬ 
ed long ago. When he has 
not done anything then why 
is he giving such statements 
deliberately,” he said. 

Mr. Goel said that that the 
former Delhi Chief Minister 
Sheila Dikshit had also 
termed the people from Bi¬ 
har as burden on Delhi but 
subsequently she apologised 
for her mistake. 

“Today, Kejriwal is speak¬ 
ing such thing when he him¬ 
self goes to Bangalore for 


clues about the vehicle and 
police teams are working in 
the case. It will soon get 
solved,” said the officer. 

The robbed money be¬ 
longs to a Gujarat-based busi¬ 
nessman. He claimed that his 
employee who was robbed 
by a man in police uniform 
near Rajghat was carrying H 
crore, the police said on 
Monday. Earlier, the FIR 
mentioned that ?40 lakh 
were robbed from the em- 


treatment,” the BJP leader 
said. “Chief Minister Arvind 
Kejriwal made a simple state¬ 
ment that the people from 
Uttar Pradesh and Bihar 
come to Delhi for better 
treatment because the Delhi 
government has improved 
the health sector of the 
State,” said AAP MP Sanjay 
Singh. 

“The BJP has tortured its 
Poorvanchali leader from 
south Delhi. If they are really 
worried about the Purvan¬ 
chalis they should work for 
the real development and 
not raise such absurd issues 
against the Delhi govern¬ 
ment,” said AAP MLA San- 
jeevjha. 


ployee. The police said that 
the employee was unaware 
of the total cash in the bag as 
he was assigned to transport 
the cash from a Barakhamba 
shop to a shop in Old Delhi. 

“The victims Ajit Thakore 
and Rakesh took the cash 
from Barakhamba and left in 
an auto for Fatehpuri. At 
Chatta Rail signal, they saw a 
car moving towards them. A 
“bearded man wearing khaki 
clothes” signalled at them to 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

Chief Minister Arvind Kejri¬ 
wal met World Resources In¬ 
stitute (WRI) CEO O.P. Ag- 
garwal to discuss ways to 
implement staggering office 
hours to tackle traffic con¬ 
gestion and air pollution in 
the Capital during winter. 

He also requested Mr. Ag- 
garwal to devise a plan for 
staggering office timings for 
government departments. 

Mr. Kejriwal said, “The 
Delhi government is taking 
all possible steps to prepare 
for the onset of winter. We 
have already announced an 
action plan for tackling the 
situation. In addition, we are 
also pursuing the idea of 
staggering office hours to cut 
down on vehicular emis¬ 
sions due to congestion.” 

Mr. Kejriwal also ex¬ 
pressed his desire to bring 
industry associations on 
board, since several indus¬ 
trial areas can also imple¬ 
ment staggered hours. 

The Chief Minister said 
that Delhi has multiple 
choke points that are con¬ 
gested as a large number of 


stop and questioned what 
was inside the bags,” the of¬ 
ficer said. 

The man then asked the 
autodriver to park the vehi¬ 
cle as he wanted to check the 
bags, the victim informed. 
Rakesh, meanwhile, man¬ 
aged to flee with one of the 
bags but the accused drove 
away with two other bags af¬ 
ter taking away the victim’s 
mobile phone, the officer 
said. 


Will plan to replace bus 
fleet with e-buses: Gahlot 

NEW DELHI 

Transport Minister Kailash 
Gahlot on Monday said that 
the Delhi government will plan 
to replace the entire bus fleet 
with electric buses in the long 
run. Mr. Gahlot, who had 
visited Brussels, Paris, and 
Geneva from 25-27 September 
on a study tour organised by 
the International Association 
of Public Transport (UITP), was 
briefing the Chief Minister. 
"Operation of e-scooters on 
sharing basis in Brussels can 
also be considered as an option 
for last-mile connectivity in 
Delhi," Mr. Gahlot said. 


people travel everyday. 

“We will identify such 
points and routes and ex¬ 
plore possibilities of stagger¬ 
ing hours for those who use 
the arterial routes,” he said. 

‘Organic system’ 

“Delhi has an organic stag¬ 
gered timing system. Dom¬ 
estic operations, such as 
milk and newspapers deliv¬ 
ery start at 6 a.m., schools 
start at 8 a.m.. Central go¬ 
vernment offices start at 9 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

Eighteen factories in Man- 
doli industrial area of north¬ 
east Delhi were sealed on 
Monday for using “furnace 
oil and diesel” for their fur¬ 
naces, official sources said. 

The sealing drive comes 
days after the Environment 
Pollution (Prevention and 
Control) Authority (EPCA) 
said special attention will be 
given to areas where a lot of 


a.m., and Delhi government 
offices start at 10 a.m. In Del- 
hi-NCR, evening congestion 
starts from 2 p.m. with the 
closing of schools, and suc¬ 
cessively till 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
with the closing of public 
and private offices. Various 
government structures here 
are situated at one location 
which creates heavy traffic 
and road blockage,” Mr. Ag- 
garwal said, according to the 
statement. 

Last week, after a meeting 
with Lieutenant-Governor 
Anil Baijal, the Chief Minis¬ 
ter had tweeted that Mr. Bai¬ 
jal had suggested the plan to 
stagger office hours. 

“The government will de¬ 
finitely implement this,” Mr. 
Kejriwal had tweeted. 

To combat air pollution, 
the Delhi government will 
relaunch the odd-even 
scheme, which will last from 
November 4 to 15. 

Mechanised sweeping, 
free distribution of about 50- 
60 lakh anti-pollution 
masks, and a separate action 
plan for 12 critical pollution 
spots in the city will also be 
implemented. 


copper, aluminium, iron, 
brass and zinc casting indus¬ 
tries use dirty fuels such as 
tyre oil, furnace oil and die¬ 
sel in their furnaces. 

A team comprising offi¬ 
cials of the Delhi Pollution 
Control Committee (DPCC), 
police and civil administra¬ 
tion visited the Mandoli in¬ 
dustrial area on Monday 
and found these 18 units us¬ 
ing dirty fuels for their fur¬ 
naces, sources said. 


Robbery case: 25 CCTVs found dysfunctional near Rajghat 

Accused’s car captured in one of the cameras but footage is unclear, says senior police officer 


18 polluting factories 
sealed in Mandoli 




GOVERNMENT OF HIMACHAL PRADESH 
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 
NATIONAL HIGHWAYS PROJECTS 


E-procurement notice 

INVITATION FOR BIDS HFB) 
NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING 

I.The Superintending Engineer, NH Circle, HPPWD, Shimla-4 invites bids for 
construction of works detailed in the table on behalf of Governor of Himachal Pradesh. 
The bidders may submit bids forfollowing work:- 

TABLE 

Sr. 

No. 

Name of Work 

Name of 
Division 

Approximate 
value of work 
(Rs) 

Bid 

Security 

(Rs.) 

Cost of 

document 

(Rs) 

Period of 

compl- 

-etion 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

1 . 

Providing Periodic 
Renewal on NH-22 
( New NH-05) from 
Km 204/00 To 208/700 
in the state of H.P.) 

NH 

Division 

Theog 

Rs. 

3,45,97,199/- 

only 

RS. 

6,90,000/- 

only 

12,000/- 

06 

Months 

2. The period of availability of online bid/date and time of Pre-bid meeting/date and time of 
on-line bid submission and date and time of opening of bid are given below:- 

Availability of tender 
on-line for bidders 

Date & Time 
of pre-bid 
meeting 

Start and end Date 
and time for on-line 
Submission of Bids 

Date & Time of 

Opening of bids 

From 

To 

Technical Bid 

Financial Bid 

30-09-2019 
1100 Hrs. 

23-10-2019 
1130 Hrs. 

09-10-2019 
1100 Hrs. 

09-10-2019 1130 Hrs. 
23-10-2019 1130 Hrs. 

24-10-2019 
1130 Hrs. 

Date to be 
announced. 

3.Bidding documents can be downloaded from the web site 
httos://eDrocure.aov.in/eorocure/aDD The documents downloaded from the web site 
should not be tempered, and if any such tempering is detected before or after the 
opening of bids, the bidder shall be penalized and black listed. 

Other terms and conditions shall remain same as given in the bid document 
which can be seen on the web site. Signature of authorized officer, 

E-mail:- senh-sml-ho(5)nic.in 

Ph. No:-0177-2814801,2657551 Superintending Engineer, 

HP/2270/19-20 NH Circle HPPWD. Shimla-4 


Water supply hit after high levels 
of ammonia found in Yamuna 

Industrial waste forces 3 treatment plants to stop operations 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

Water supply in multiple 
areas in the city was affected 
on Monday as the water pro¬ 
duction fell by about 13% af¬ 
ter high level of ammonia 
was found in the Yamuna 
water supplied by Haryana, 
according to the Delhi Jal 
Board. 

Three water treatment 
plants in Chandrawal, Ok- 
hla, and Wazirabad had to 
be shut down. The situation 
is expected to improve by 
Monday midnight. 

The pressure of water was 
low and people got water for 
lesser hours than usual in 
parts of North East Delhi, 
West Delhi, North Delhi, 


Central Delhi, South Delhi, 
including Delhi Cantt, the 
DJB said. 

Additional water 

“High ammonia levels due to 
industrial waste being 
dumped into the Yamuna at 
Panipat has forced Chandra¬ 
wal and Wazirabad Water 
Treatment Plants to stop op¬ 
erations. Haryana govt has 
assured Delhi that they will 
release additional water 
soon to dilute the presence 
of ammonia,” Chief Minister 
said in a tweet. 

He also said that he has di¬ 
rected the DJB to ensure no 
part of the Capital goes dry, 
even if it means diverting 
water from other plants to 


Wazirabad. 

“The water production 
fell by about 120 MGD [Mil¬ 
lion Gallons per Day] today. 
We had to use good water to 
dilute the water with high 
ammonia levels, as our 
plants can handle water 
with up to 1.2 PPM of ammo¬ 
nia,” DJB vice-chairman Di- 
nesh Mohania told The Hin¬ 
du. 

He said that Haryana has 
been releasing 1,000 cusecs 
of extra water. 

“The affected areas where 
getting water at low pres¬ 
sure, but there was no area 
which went dry as we had di¬ 
rected water from other 
plants to the affected areas,” 
Mr. Mohania said. 


6 bids for Central Vista revamp project 

Indian and international firms were invited for the project 



The government has not spelt out which buildings would be 

demolished. ■ FILE PHOTO: SUSHIL KUMAR verma 


DAMI NI NATH 

NEW DELHI 

Six firms have put in bids to 
become consultants for the 
architectural and engineer¬ 
ing planning for the Centre’s 
ambitious plan to redevelop 
the Central Vista and Parlia¬ 
ment, and develop a com¬ 
mon Central Secretariat for 
ministries in the heart of 
New Delhi. 

According to two sources 
in the Union Housing and Ur¬ 
ban Affairs Ministry, whose 
Central Public Works De¬ 
partment is carrying out the 
project, six bids had come in 
till Monday afternoon - the 
deadline for the request for 
proposal (RFP) that was 
floated on September 2. 

Indian and international 
firms were invited to bid for 
the project. 


While the government 
had not spelt out which 
buildings would be demol¬ 
ished and which would be 
refurbished, Housing and Ur¬ 
ban Affairs Minister Hardeep 
Puri had said Parliament and 
North and South Blocks 
would not be torn down, but 
could be renovated and/or 
used for other purposes, like 
to house museums. 

After issuing the RFP on 
September 2, the CPWD had 
conducted a pre-bid meeting 


with potential bidders on 
September 13, followed by a 
site visit for interested bid¬ 
ders on September 26. Ac¬ 
cording to a source, eight 
firms participated in the site 
visit. Now, another source 
said, the bids would be eval¬ 
uated over the next week to 
10 days, after which the fi¬ 
nancial bids would be 
opened. So far, the govern¬ 
ment has not publicly shared 
the estimated cost of the 
project. 


NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY, ALLAHABAD 


E-Tender No.- ALD-Sig-74-2019-20 E-Jender Notice 


Senior Divisional Signal & Telecommunication Engineer/Coordination/North Central Railway/Allahabad, for and on 
behalf of the President of India, invite E-TENDER on prescribed form for the following works up to 12:00 hrs. on the 
opening date. The details of the Tender are as under:- 


SN 

Tender No. 

Name of Work 

Approx. Cost of work 

Earnest Money 

1 

74 

"Interlocking ofLC Gate No. 11 (MNJ-BRE) having TVU more 

than 20000 in ALD-FTP section over Allahabad Division." 

? 5199468/- 

? 104000/- 


Cost of Tender form: ?5000/- Completion period: 06 Months. Date of Closing offender: 21.10.2019. (2) Availability 
of tender form: Tender forms are available on www.ireps.qov.in . (3) Earnest Money to be deposited: The prescribed 
amount of Earnest Money as mentioned above must be deposited along with the tender form Online through Internet 
Banking or Online Payment gateway only. The tenderer(s) should note that, in any case, the Earnest Money in any other 
form than specified above shall not be acceptable. Tenders without earnest. (4) Time & place of opening offender: 
Tender will be opened through E-tender at office of Divisional Railway Manager, Allahabad on or after pre determined 
date at 12:30 hours. In case tender opening date happens to be holiday, Tender will be opened on the next working day. 
(5) Validity of offer: 45 days from the date of opening. (6) Right of Railway to deal with tender: Railway administration 
reserves the rights to postpone/modify or to cancel the tender without assigning any reasons. 1391/19(K) 


E-Tendering Tender Notice 

Divisional Railway Manager (Works) North Central Railway, Jhansi for and on behalf of the President of India, invites 
sealed "Open Tender" through online (E-Tendering) for the following work:- 

E-Tender 

No. 

Name of Work 

Approx. 
Cost (?) 

Earnest 

Money(?) 

JHS-Engg- 

N-2019-142 

Construction of 24 coaches length washing pit line at Gwalior station as per 
CAMTECH pattern along with 3 tier LED lighting & portal for illumination. 

97320318.23 

636600.00 

Cost of Tender Form ? 10500/- Date of closing tender: 30.10.2019 at 15:00 hrs. Date of completion/period from 
issue acceptance letter: 15 Months. Tender online can be submitted up to 15:00 Hrs. on 30.10.2019. For full details 
and submission of bid please see the Indian Railways website www.ireps.gov.in. 1396/19(K) 


Tender No.:- JHSW-MNP-19-12 


E-TENDER NOTICE 


Date: 25.09.2019 


ChiefWorkshop Manager (Wagon Repair Workshop) North Central Railway, Jhansiforand on behalf of the President of 
India, invites through on line (E-Tender) for the following work:- 


Tender 

No. 


Name of Work 


Approx. 
Cost (?) 


Earnest 
Money (?) 


JHSW- 

MNP-19-12 


38,94,000/- 


77,900/- 


Comprehensive Annual Maintenance Contract of Roller Bearing Cleaning Plant 
(Make-Ultra max Hydrojet Pvt Ltd) Plant No. 985 for Five years at NTWS Wagon Repair Workshop, Jhansi. 


Cost of tender form: ^3,150/- (3,000 + 150/-tax) Completion period : 5 Years. Date of closing: 01.11.2019 at 15:00 
Hrs. 1. Tender will be closed at 15:00 Hrs. on 01.11.2019 and is available on Indian Railway E-Tendering website www. 
ireps.qov.in . 2. For detailed information please visit Indian Railway E-Tenderinq website www.ireps.qov.in 1404/19(K) 


El 


North central railway 


www. ncr. i nd ianrai lways.gov. i n 
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Two youth held for stabbing 16-year-old 

They were angry over his friendship with their woman friend 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

Two persons have been ar¬ 
rested for allegedly stabbing 
a 16-year-old boy for being in 
touch with a female friend of 
the accused, the police said 
on Monday. The incident 
was reported from Rohini’s 
Budh Vihar on September 17. 

DCP (Rohini) S.D. Mishra 
said that the accused have 
been identified as Jony alias 
Gaurav (23) and Kala alias 
Bablu. The police received a 


call on September 17 regard¬ 
ing a fight between some 
boys in which a 16-year-old 
had sustained injuries. 

Call records 

When they reached the spot, 
they were informed that An- 
shu, who had been stabbed 
in the abdomen, was rushed 
to a hospital. An case of at¬ 
tempt to murder was regis¬ 
tered and an investigation 
was taken up. 

The suspects were identi¬ 


fied and their call records 
were analysed after which 
they were traced and arrest¬ 
ed on September 28. 

“On the day of the inci¬ 
dent, an argument ensued 
between the accused and 
the victim and eventually, 
Kala stabbed Anshu in his 
abdomen and Jony hit him 
on the head with a brick. 
The victim was then 
thrashed by two others, af¬ 
ter which all of them fled the 
spot,” Mr. Mishra said. 


No relief for disqualified ex-AAP MLAs 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

The Delhi High Court on 
Monday declined to stay Del¬ 
hi Assembly Speaker’s deci¬ 
sion to disqualify former 
AAP MLAs Anil Bajpai and 
Devinder Sehrawat under 
the anti-defection law. 

While declining to grant 
an interim relief. Justice Na- 
vin Chawla issued notices to 
the office of Assembly 
Speaker Ram Niwas Goel, 


the Election Commission 
and AAP MLA Saurabh Bha- 
radwaj who had sought the 
disqualification of the duo 
for having participated in 
BJP events. The High Court 
has sought the replies by No¬ 
vember 20. “What is the ur¬ 
gency for a stay? There can¬ 
not be a stay of this 
[Speaker’s order],” the court 
said during the brief 
arguments. 

Mr. Sehrawat and Mr. Baj¬ 


pai, in their pleas filed 
through advocates Neeraj 
and Shoumendu Mukherji, 
have contended that the 
Speaker’s order “was passed 
in haste” without giving 
them an opportunity to re¬ 
present their case. They 
have also alleged, in their 
petitions, that the disqualifi¬ 
cation proceedings against 
them were from inception 
conducted in a manner pre¬ 
judicial to them. 


Delhi witnessed driest 
monsoon since 2014 

City recorded 38% rainfall deficiency 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

In a year the rest of India 
witnessed “above-normal 
monsoon”, the national 
capital recorded 38% rain¬ 
fall deficiency, the lowest 
rainfall in the city since 
2014, according to the India 
Meteorological 
Department. 

An IMD official said the 
city recorded 404.1 mm 
rainfall this monsoon - 
from June 1 to September 30 
- against the 30-year aver¬ 
age of 648.9 mm, a shortfall 
of 38%. With 10% more rain¬ 
fall than usual this year, In¬ 
dia witnessed an ‘above- 
normal’ monsoon which of¬ 
ficially ended on September 
30, IMD data showed. 

The Capital witnessed 
surplus rainfall in the last 
two years - 770.6 mm in 
2018 and 672.3 mm in 2017. 

Explaining why Delhi re¬ 
ceived less rainfall this year, 
Mahesh Palawat, vice-presi- 


Light rain to keep 
pollution levels in check 

NEW DELHI 

Delhi may witness scattered 
rains over the next three-four 
days which will help reduce 
humidity and keep air quality 
within "satisfactory" levels, the 
IMD said on Monday. 

"Until mid-October, there is no 
chance of smog from Punjab 
and Haryana to travel to Delhi- 
NCR as winds are blowing in 
the opposite direction," 

Mahesh Palawat of Skymet 
Weather said. 


dent. Meteorology And Cli¬ 
mate Change of Skymet 
Weather Services, said the 
weather systems that origi¬ 
nated in the Bay of Bengal 
moved west, deviating from 
their usual north-westward 
path. That’s the reason why 
central India witnessed an 
increase in rainfall and In- 
do-Gangetic plains record¬ 
ed a decline in precipita¬ 
tion, he said. 
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DELHI #CTimings 


TUESDAY, 

OCT. 01 



RISE 

06:14 

SET 

18:08 

C RISE 

08:46 

SET 

20:16 

WEDNESDAY, OCT. 

02 


# RISE 

06:14 

SET 

18:07 

C RISE 

09:52 

SET 

21:00 

THURSDAY, OCT. 03 


• RISE 

06:15 

SET 

18:05 

C RISE 

10:55 

SET 

21:46 


Delhi Weather 

max 

min 

Delhi City 

32 

24 

Safdarjang 

32 

24 

Palam 

32 

23 


Delhi Palam Today 
32°C Day temperature may 
rise marginally. A pleasant 
morning and comfortable day 
likely. 


Delhi Palam Tomorrow 
34°C Further rise in tempera¬ 
ture is expected, partly cloudy 
to cloudy sky. Thunder clouds 
may develop at some pockets. 


© Copyright Skymet Weather 2019 
All rights reserved. 


Helpline 112 gets over 65% blank calls 

Of 15,672 calls received on the emergency number on Sunday, 10,288 were blank calls: Delhi Police 



The control room of the Emergency Response Support 
System, which was launched on September 25. ■ pti 


HEMANIBHANDARI 

NEW DELHI 

It has been five days since 
the Delhi Police launched 
emergency number 112 and a 
major problem that has 
cropped up is the number of 
‘unintentional’ or ‘blank’ 
calls the helpline is receiv¬ 
ing. However, a feature 
which requires a caller to 
press 8 before the call goes to 
an operator, has proven to 
be an effective solution. 

The data shared by the 
police state that the helpline 
has received an average of 
15,000 calls a day since it 
was launched. Nearly 10,000 
of these were blank calls. 

On Sunday, 15,672 calls 
were received on 112 out of 
which 10,288 were blank 
calls, one was an enquiry call 


and 5,383 were crime-relat¬ 
ed calls, the data reveals. 

Automated response 

Explaining the situation, a 
senior officer said that smart¬ 
phones have an inbuilt fea¬ 
ture to connect to 112 if the 


push button is pressed 
thrice. “Even if the button is 
pressed by mistake, the call 
is connected, but only to the 
automated technology 
which asks the caller to press 
8 if he/she wants to speak to 
an operator,” he said. 


During the trial run of the 
emergency number in 2017, 
one of the challenges faced 
by the security agency was 
the number of blank calls it 
received. In 2016, the Delhi 
Police had stopped the trial 
run and restarted it after a 
six-month gap in 2017. 

The data also shows that 
the number of calls received 
on the emergency number is 
low as compared to police 
control room number 100, 
owing to little awareness 
among the public as it has 
only been five days. 

On an average, the police 
control room number re¬ 
ceives over 50,000 calls ev¬ 
ery day. 

The officer also said that 
the new technology has 
made manual operations 


less time-consuming as once 
the officers in the control 
room take the caller’s mes¬ 
sage, he or she immediately 
flashes it to a device installed 
in PCR vans and also to the 
police station concerned. 

Quick response 

“There is no need to make 
calls to the PCR van in the 
area and to the police sta¬ 
tion. The message flashes at 
both places and the officer 
concerned marks it as ‘read’. 
However, in case of a techni¬ 
cal glitch, the wireless always 
works,” he said. 

The Emergency Response 
Support System 112 is a single 
emergency number for ser¬ 
vices like police, fire and am¬ 
bulance. It was launched on 
September 25. 


Puri, Kejriwal to flag off 
Grey Line on October 4 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

The Delhi Metro’s Grey Line 
connecting Dwarka and Na- 
jafgarh will begin passenger 
operations from October 4. 

Delhi Metro Rail Corpora¬ 
tion (DMRC) officials on 
Monday said, “The Dwarka- 
Najafgarh corridor of the 
Delhi Metro will be formally 
flagged off on October 4 by 
Union Minister Hardeep Puri 
and Delhi Chief Minister Ar- 
vind Kejriwal.” 

While the corridor will be 
flagged off around noon, 
passenger operations on the 
line will begin at 5 p.m. 

The approximately 4.3- 
km-long corridor has three 
stations - Dwarka, Nangli 
and Najafgarh. 

While the Najafgarh sta¬ 
tion is underground the oth¬ 


er two are elevated. 

Interchange station 

Officials added that metro 
trains will run at intervals of 
7 minutes and 30 seconds on 
the corridor. Commuters 
will be able to use Dwarka as 
an interchange station to 
take the Blue Line. 

Once the corridor is func¬ 
tional, Dwarka station will be 
the second interchange sta¬ 
tion in the Dwarka sub-city, 
the first being Dwarka Sector 
21 station, which connects to 
the Airport Line. 

The corridor will even¬ 
tually be extended by over 1 
km, up to the Dhansa Bus 
Stand. Construction on the 
stretch is under way and is 
likely to be ready for opera¬ 
tions by December this year, 
said officials. 
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BJP list for south Haryana reveals rift 

Party ML A warns high command not to ignore Rao Inderjit Singh 


ASHO K KUMAR 

GURUGRAM 

Hours before the BJP announced 
its first list of 78 candidates for 
the Haryana Assembly election, 
on Monday, the party’s Guru- 
gram MLA Umesh Agarwal, hint¬ 
ing that all was not well in the 
BJP, advised the high command 
in a series of tweets not to give 
cold shoulder to Union Minister 
and Gurugram MP Rao Inderjit 
Singh in ticket distribution in 
south Haryana and offer tickets 
on merit. 

Of the 14 seats in south Harya¬ 
na, comprising Gurugram, Me- 
wat, Rewari and Mahendgarh 
districts, the BJP announced 
candidates for 11, leaving the As¬ 
sembly seats of Gurugram, Re¬ 
wari and Kosli to be decided la¬ 
ter. Four of the eight sitting MLAs 
in the region, including Haryana 
PWD Minister Rao Narbir Singh, 
have been denied ticket. Howev¬ 
er, Mr. Narbir Singh, considered 
close to Chief Minister Manohar 



Rao Inderjit Singh 


Lai Khattar, could be considered 
for Rewari or Kosli. All the three 
remaining seats in the region are 
held by the BJP. 

Mr. Inderjit Singh, descendant 
of key 1857 rebellion leader Rao 
Tula Ram, enjoys huge support 
in the region, also known as the 
‘Ahirwal belt’, dominated by the 
Yadavs. Seeking ticket for his 
daughter Arti Singh Rao from Re¬ 
wari, Mr. Inderjit Singh has been 
sulking after the high command 
decided not to field the family 
and the relatives of the sitting 
MLAs and MPs. He is also upset 
over the party not accommodat¬ 


ing enough number of his sup¬ 
porters. Amid reports of Mr. In¬ 
derjit Singh not being happy 
with the treatment meted out to 
him in the party, he is also said to 
have met former Haryana Chief 
Minister Bhupinder Singh Hooda 
a few days back. 

The Ahirwal region holds an 
important place in the BJP’s 
scheme to return to power in the 
State and the party cannot afford 
to annoy Mr. Inderjit Singh. It 
could be one of the reasons the 
decision on the key seat of Rewa¬ 
ri has been put off, party sources 
said. 

In 2009, Congress had won 
seven of the 14 seats in south Ha¬ 
ryana to form the government, 
but it failed to open its account 
in 2014 after Mr. Inderjit Singh 
quit the party and joined the BJP 
a few months before the elec¬ 
tion. Interestingly, the BJP, 
which drew blank in 2009 in this 
region, won 11 of the 14 seats in 
2014. 


Three scribes targeted by snatchers 

Cases registered; police say teams are probing the incidents 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

Three journalists have been 
targeted by motorbike-borne 
snatchers at three separate 
locations in the city, the pol¬ 
ice said on Monday. 

In the first incident, a wo¬ 
man journalist working with 
a news channel had her 
phone snatched while she 
was covering PM Narendra 
Modi’s roadshow from IGI 
Airport on September 28. 

“I immediately reported 
the incident to the policemen 
deployed for the PM’s securi¬ 
ty but they refused to help. I 
was hoping to get it back 
since the phone had not been 
switched off. I went to four 
policemen but they all re¬ 
fused to chase the man. I re¬ 
ported the incident at Delhi 
Cantonment police station, 
but to get an FIR filed, I had 
to request a senior police of¬ 
ficer repeatedly,” said the vic¬ 


tim, who did not wish to be 
identified. 

A senior police officer said 
that an FIR has been regis¬ 
tered in the case and the mat¬ 
ter would be investigated. 

In the second incident, 
Eva Thakur, an intern with an 
English daily, was heading to¬ 
wards her rented accommo¬ 
dation with her friend in an 
autorickshaw around 12.30 
a.m. on September 28 when 
two bike-borne men 
snatched her bag near Kai- 
lash Colony metro station. 

“I was in an autorickshaw 
with my friend when two 
men on a bike snatched my 
handbag. They were gone be¬ 
fore I could understand what 
happened. Fortunately, my 
phone was not inside my 
bag. I called the police and 
reported the matter,” said 
Ms. Thakur. 

A case of theft was regis¬ 
tered at Amar Colony police 


station. Later, when the mat¬ 
ter was raised with a senior 
officer, relevant IPC section 
of snatching was added. 

In the third incident, 
Pushkar Bankar, another 
journalist with an English 
daily, was returning home 
with two of his friends in an 
autorickshaw on Sunday 
when his phone was 
snatched. He was sitting on 
the extreme left. 

Fake registration 

The incident happened on 
Ashram Flyover. A case of 
snatching was filed at Sun¬ 
light police station. The regis¬ 
tration number of the accu¬ 
sed’s bike provided by the 
victim was found to be fake. 

“We have got certain 
leads. Two police teams are 
working on the cases report¬ 
ed at Amar Colony and Sun¬ 
light police stations,” an offic¬ 
er said. 
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(Registered Office: Salem Main Road, Kathaparai, KARUR - 639 006) 
Corporate Office: “LVB House”, No.4, Sardar Patel Road, Guindy, Chennai - 600 032. 


PUBLIC NOTICE BY LAKSHMI VILAS BANK LTD. 


This Notice is being issued in the interest of all the stakeholders of The Lakshmi Vilas Bank Ltd. (‘Bank’) and in the 
interest of general public at large. This is to apprise the general public regarding the recent reports pertaining to the 
Prompt Corrective Action (PCA) for the Bank initiated by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) and separately, on the 
complaint filed by Religare Finvest Ltd. registered as a FIR by EOW, New Delhi. Over the last few days, Bank came 
across various unsubstantiated reports in the media, erroneously conjecturing the PCA action of the RBI to have 
commenced owing to the FIR registered by EOW. The Bank wishes to clarify that the PCA notice of RBI has no 
relationship whatsoever and is completely independent of the frivolous EOW complaint and malicious allegations 
by RFL 

At the outset, the Bank states that PCA initiated by RBI vide their letter dated September 27, 2019, is on account of 
high net NPA, insufficient CRAR etc. in terms of RBI guidelines No. RBI/2016-17/276 
DBS.CO.PPD.BC.No.8/11.01.005/201-17 dated April 13, 2017. Banks periodically do undergo such corrective 
actions by the Regulator. 

Separately, the Bank and directors of the Bank have been arrayed as accused in a FIR registered by the EOW, Delhi, 
based on a false and frivolous complaint filed by RFL on 23 September 2019. In this matter, the Bank unequivocally 
state that the outstanding amounts due to the Bank from two loans sanctioned to Religare Group of Companies has 
been appropriated by the Bank against fixed deposits from the same group, by following due process and in 
compliance with all the applicable norms. The Bank had no role to play in commission of any alleged criminal 
actions. Further, the directors of the Bank who have been arrayed as parties, exercised no direct or indirect control in 
relation to the transaction complained of, which transpired in Financial Year 2016-17 and Financial Year 2017-18. 
The directors are not involved in day to day management of the Bank, which is looked after by the Management led 
by MD & CEO and therefore the complaint is solely to harass the bank and its directors. Therefore, the Directors of 
the Bank have been arrayed as accused for no good reason - and the Bank is taking appropriate steps to defend any 
criminal action. 

In this matter it is worthwhile to note that the said FIR is not just registered by RFL against the Bank’s directors but 
also RFL’s own personnel and erstwhile promoters including Mr. Malvinder Mohan Singh, Mr. Shivinder Mohan 
Singh. In fact, the Bank has learnt from reliable sources/media reports that RFL is entangled in various litigations with 
its shareholders, erstwhile promoters and other group companies on various issues including with respect to 
recovery of monies which is an outcome of the sanctions and orders passed against the erstwhile promoters and 
Religare group of companies including RFL, by various authorities. In fact RFL had earlier already filed a civil suit 
before the Hon’ble Court of Delhi in May 2018, which is pending adjudication. RFL has also filed an interim 
application in its suit, before the High Court of Delhi seeking certain urgent reliefs in the suit. The said application was 
heard and is reserved for orders. However, recently RFL made a submission before the Hon’ble Court for 
withdrawing the said interim application for the reasons best known to them. 

The Bank reiterates that the civil suit by RFL followed by a criminal complaint in respect of the same matter relating to 
the fixed deposits are frivolous and a desperate attempt to malign the Bank and its directors. The Bank is defending 
the proceedings against it and has narrated the true and correct facts before the respective courts and authorities 
which are pending adjudication. The Bank wishes to state that mere registration of FIR against the Bank and its 
directors does not mean anything, at this stage. The Bank clarifies that till date no adverse orders have been passed 
against the Bank by any judicial forum and no prima facie case has been found in favour of RFL’s fictitious narration 
of events. RFL having miserably failed before the court of law in securing orders in its favour, has now ventured into 
filing a false and frivolous complaint before EOW with the sole intention of blackmailing the Bank and its Directors. 

The Bank is committed to co-operate with the investigating agencies and regulatory authorities, in order to bring out 
the malicious attempts of RFL to mislead the public to cover up massive fraud indulged by their own promoters/ 
employees/ group companies. The Bank is also initiating appropriate action against RFL, its directors and others for 
Criminal defamation, malicious prosecution and causing disrepute to the Bank and directors. 

Bank is committed to high standard of ethics in its dealings and in order to assuage the panic/fear caused on 
account of frivolous cases filed by RFL, this notice has been published. The general public, customers and all the 
stakeholders not to be misled by the frivolous/distorted versions being circulated in the media. 

THE LAKSHMI VILAS BANK LTD., 
Karur/Chennai 
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DUBAI DELIGHT 5 DAYS 

Departure Dates: 29 th Oct 2019 


Life-changing 
travel experiences 
begin with us. 


t reatable 

SINCE 1977 


DUBAI SHOPPING FESTIVAL 5 DAYS 

Departure Dates: 9 th / 16 th & 23 rd Jan 2020 


?30,000 


INCLUSIONS: UAE Visa, Return airport transfers, Accommodation in 4-star/deluxe hotel, All meals, Dubai 
city tour, Desert safari with live entertainment & BBO dinner, Dhow cruise with dinner, Burj Khalifa 124 th 
floor & much more. 

Gurugram: MGF Metropolitan Mall: 0124 492 2900, 85270 95770 I Noida: Mall of India: 0120 662 6700, 

85270 95775, Sector 3: 84475 27772 I New Delhi: Connaught Place: 97164 80021 

Pacific Mall, Tagore Garden: 0114253 7700,9811416874 I Agra: Fatehabad Road: 0562 404 2556 


WE KNOW 


Expertise that covers 
the Length and breadth of 
your travel plans 


WE CAN HELP *r WE CARE © 


Flexible holidays, 
customised to 
your satisfaction 


Delivering delight through 
attentiveness and 
a keen eye for detail 


• PART OF FCTG AUSTRALIA • 39 STORES IN INDIA • 25+ CITIES • OVER 1 MILLION HAPPY CUSTOMERS 

*Term5 & Conditions apply: Above prices are 'Starting From' per person on Twin Share. Excludes Airfare, Travel 
Insurance & Okay to board. Surcharge & Blackout dates as applicable. ROE considered as 1 USD = 74 INR. However, 
it may fluctuate at the time of final booking. For any franchisee queries, write to us at franchisee@)traveltours.in 
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SJVN Limited 

(A Joint Venture of Govt, of India & Govt, of H.P.) 

A ‘Mini Ratna’ & Schedule ‘A’ PSU 
CIN No. L40101HP1988GOI008409 


NATH PA JHAKTI POWER STATION 


CORRIGENDUM-II 

The last date of uploading, downloading and opening of 
e-tender No. PCD-2565 for the work “Construction of 
School Building in Temporary Colony at NJHPS, Nathpa” is 
hereby extended as under: 

Last date and time of downloading of bids : 10.10.2019 upto 
12:00 hrs. (1ST) Last date and time of uploading of duly filled 
bids : 11.10.2019 upto 13:00 hrs. (1ST) Date and time of 
opening of bids : on 11.10.2019 at 14:00 hrs. (1ST). 

All other terms and conditions shall remain unchanged. 
Amendment(s) if any, shall be issued on www.sjvn.nic.in, 
https://sjvn.abcprocure.com & www.eprocure.gov.in only. 

For and on behalf of SJVN Foundation. 

DGM (P&C) 
NJHPS Jhakri, Distt. Shimla (HP). 


SAVE ENERGY FOR BENEFIT OF SELF & NATION 


RMH f^iaTT ^ TTTSm Htelcfl 
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^Rl^? 81, TTc^viT fticfl, 4f.3Tt. Udlcfl, -I-iK, fifjTTeft, HvjIIci -140306 

INDIAN INSTITUTE OF SCIENCE EDUCATION AND RESEARCH MOHALI 

(Established by Ministry of Human Resource Development, Govt, of India) 

Sector-81, Knowledge City, P.O.Manauli, S.A.S. Nagar Mohali, Punjab-140306 


PhD Admissions 

Applications are invited from prospective candidates for admission to the 
PhD Program at USER Mohali in the areas of Biological Sciences, 
Chemical Sciences, Physical Sciences, Earth & Environmental Sciences 
and Humanities & Social Sciences, for the session beginning in January 
2020. Candidates interested in pursuing research in interdisciplinary 
areas are also encouraged to apply. 

Eligibility Criteria : The applicant should have a Masters degree/ 
B.Tech/ MBBS/ M.Tech with a good academic record (at least a high 
second class) and should be GATE/ CSIR or UGC-NET/ JEST/ NBHM- 
JRF/GPAT/ICMR-JRF/DBT-JRF/DBT-BINC/ICAR-NET/DST-INSPIRE 
qualified in the relevant subject. 

Application procedure: Prospective candidates should apply online 
using the “Online Application Facility” by visiting the website at 
http://www.iisermohali.ac.in Short-listed candidates will be invited for 
a screening-test/interview at USER Mohali. 

Last date : The online application facility will be open till 12.00 noon, 
October 21, 2019. For further details about the program and research 
areas, please visit our website: http://www.iisermohali.ac.in 
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Government of National Capital Territory of Delhi 
Health & Family Welfare Department 
9 th Level, A-Wing, Delhi Secretariat, I.P. Estate, New Delhi-110002 
INVITATION FOR INDUSTRY CONSULTATION WORKSHOP- DELHI HIMS PROJECT 


In continuation to the Public Notice published in all major National Dailies and Regional 
Newspapers of Delhi, Bangalore, and Mumbai, on 20 th September 2019, Industry partners 
are cordially invited to participate in one-day Industry Consultation Workshop for Delhi 
HIMS project, organized by Department of Health & Family Welfare, Government of 
GNCTD. This workshop aims to facilitate better understanding of the HIMS initiative and 
providing an open platform as well as opportunity to all interested industry partners to 
interact with officials from the Department, mutually discuss and exchange views, and 
provide valuable feedback & suggestions to make this ambitious healthcare transformation 
initiative a huge success. The agenda and schedule for the workshop is mentioned below: 

Venue: Main Auditorium, Ground Floor, Delhi Secretariat 
Date: 14 th October 2019 

Time: Registration 9:00 AM to 10:00 AM, Workshop 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM 

Project Background: Department of Health & Family Welfare, GNCTD, is the largest 
public healthcare provider in Delhi. The hospitals / institutions in Delhi provide a range of 
preventive, promotive, curative and rehabilitative healthcare services, including teaching, 
training and research. The Health Department intends to leverage the advancements in 
Information Technology to implement state of the art ICT Health Management System 
which is citizen centric, and which improves the productivity of the State Health Department 
and the state-run hospitals / institutions, thereby improving the overall healthcare system in 
Delhi. The total number of hospitals / institutions to be covered under this project is approx. 
300+. Please refer to the short background note on Delhi HIMS project uploaded on 
http://health.delhigovt.nic.in under the latest news section, for ready reference 

Scope of Industry Consultation: Department of Health & Family Welfare, GNCTD, 
intends to engage Manage Service Providers, System Integrators, Solution /Technology 
Companies and/ or OEM’s that are experienced in implementing projects of similar nature 
and scale. Department has engaged PwC as Consultants and intends to float a Request 
for Proposal (RFP) for Design, Development & Implementation of a comprehensive 
HIMS solution across all healthcare facilities of NCTD. The workshop would welcome 
suggestions from Industry Partners in following areas: 

1. Solution Framework and Design 

2. Leveraging emerging technologies 

3. Implementation and roll out strategy 

4. RFP conditions and related terms 

The workshop will include Tea break and Lunch. The prospective industry partners are 
requested to confirm their participation in this workshop latest by 11 th October 2019 at 
healthinformation.dhsdelhi@gmail.com, gautam.n.sinha@pwc.com, nandini.sharma@ 
pwc.com. Also, all industry partners are requested to bring 2 representatives from each of 
organization to participate in the workshop. Kindly share the participants names, mobile 
numbers and their email IDs on the above email IDs. In case of any further clarifications, 
the participating agencies are requested to send an email request or contact Mr. Gautam 
Sinha (PricewaterhouseCoopers Pvt. Ltd.) on +91-9818869880. 

-Signed- 
DGHS, GNCTD 
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"In fond memory of 
Shri, K.S. Ayodhyanath, 
Director (Retd,) 

Central Water Commission. 
Loving family members: 
ftadha, Shubha^entfhya, 
Sridhar, Srivatsan, Padmavati, 
Sharada and Sridaya 



Shri R.RAGHUPATHY NAIDU 


10.08.1924 - 01.10.2004 
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Be Vice-president All India Sal Same]. 
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U.P. court rejects bail pleas of 
Chinmayanand, law student 

Former Union Minister discharged from Lucknow hospital on Monday 
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OMAR RASHID 

LUCKNOW 

A local court in Shahjahan- 
pur on Monday rejected the 
bail plea of former Union Mi¬ 
nister Swami Chinmayanand 
as well as that of the law stu¬ 
dent who has accused him of 
rape. 

Both are currently in judi¬ 
cial custody. 

While Mr. Chinmayanand 
is accused of misusing his 
authority to seduce or in¬ 
duce a woman to have sexual 
intercourse with him, the 
law student is charged with 
extortion among other claus¬ 
es of the Indian Penal Code 
and Section 67 of the Infor¬ 
mation Technology Act. 

Om Singh, Mr. Chinmaya- 
nand’s counsel and spokes¬ 
person, said the district 
judge rejected both the bail 



Swami Chinmayanand 


applications. 

The court heard “our ar¬ 
gument and was even in 
agreement with certain 
points, but eventually reject¬ 
ed the bail application,” he 
said. 

Mr. Singh said Mr. Chin¬ 
mayanand would appeal 
against the order in the Alla¬ 
habad High Court. 

The law student continues 
to be lodged in jail, while Mr. 
Chinmayanand, who was in 


a hospital in Lucknow after 
he reportedly fell ill, was dis¬ 
charged on Monday. 

Cong, workers held 

Meanwhile, About 80 Con¬ 
gress workers were on Mon¬ 
day arrested at a public 
meeting ahead of a march 
they planned in support of 
the student who has accused 
BJP leader Swami Chinmaya¬ 
nand of rape, police said. 

The Congress claimed 
there were several arrests in 
other areas of Uttar Pradesh 
too as police tried to stop the 
party’s nyay yatra - a 180-lcm 
march for justice from Shah- 
jahanpur to State capital 
Lucknow. 

Former Union Minister Ji- 
tin Prasada was stopped 
from leaving his Shahjahan- 
pur home for the march and 


HC gives CBI nod to file FIR 
against Rawat in sting video case 

Ex-CM was purportedly seen negotiating to buy rebel MLAs 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NAINITAL (UTTARAKHAND) 

In a setback to former Chief 
Minister Harish Rawat, the 
Uttarakhand High Court on 
Monday permitted the CBI 
to register an FIR against the 
Congress leader in connec¬ 
tion with a 2016 sting video 
that purportedly showed 
him negotiating a deal to buy 
the support of rebel MLAs. 

A Bench of Justice Dhulia 
gave the nod to the CBI to go 
ahead with its investigations 
in the case and lodge an FIR 
against Mr. Rawat after the 
agency submitted a report in 
a sealed cover on the preli¬ 
minary inquiry. 

Former Union Minister 
and senior Supreme Court 
lawyer Kapil Sibal, appear¬ 
ing for Mr. Rawat, contend¬ 
ed that the CBI’s preliminary 



Former CM Harish Rawat 


inquiry report is invalid as 
the Rawat government, 
which was restored after an 
order of the Supreme Court, 
had decided through a Cabi¬ 
net meeting to form an SIT 
to conduct an investigation 
in the case. 

Citing the example of the 
S.R. Bommai case, Mr. Sibal 
said the Supreme Court has 
ruled that the decisions ta¬ 
ken by the Governor during 


President’s Rule will be held 
unconstitutional. 

However, Assistant Advo¬ 
cate General Rakesh Thapli- 
yal, appearing for the go¬ 
vernment and the CBI, said 
that the accused cannot 
have the right to decide 
which agency will conduct 
an investigation against him. 

‘Deep conspiracy’ 

Alleging a deep conspiracy 
in the case, Mr. Sibal said 
that a report from the Chan¬ 
digarh lab on the authentici¬ 
ty of the sting CD was a proof 
in itself. He also presented 
before the court the details 
of an earlier conversation 
between Cabinet Minister 
Haralc Singh Rawat and 
Umesh Sharma, who alleg¬ 
edly conducted the purport¬ 
ed sting operation. 


placed under house arrest, 
the party said. 

Shahjahanpur district’s 
border borders were 
blocked from all sides, the 
Opposition party added on 
its official Twitter handle. 

Superintendent of Police 
(City) Dinesh Tripathi said 
Congress workers were hold¬ 
ing a meeting in front of the 
party office in Shahjahanpur 
at a time when prohibitory 
orders were in force and 80 
of them have been arrested. 

“They had not taken any 
permission from the admi¬ 
nistration. After arrest, they 
have been taken to Police 
Lines,” he said. U..P Con¬ 
gress legislature party leader 
Ajay Kumar Lallu and nation¬ 
al secretary Dheeraj Gurjar 
were among those arrested. 

(With PTI inputs) 

Stage set for 
keen contest 
in Rajasthan 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

JAIPUR 

The candidates of the Con¬ 
gress, the BJP and its ally 
Rashtriya Loktantrik Party 
filed their nomination pap¬ 
ers on Monday for the by- 
elections to the Khinvsar 
and the Mandawa Assemb¬ 
ly seats in Rajasthan, set¬ 
ting the stage for a keen 
contest between the State’s 
ruling party and the al¬ 
liance. 

The Congress had lost 
both the Assembly consti¬ 
tuencies in the 2018 elec¬ 
tion and the seats became 
vacant after the sitting 
MLAs were elected to the 
Lok Sabha. Mandawa MLA 
Narendra Khichar won as 
the BJP MP from Jhunjhu- 
nu, while RLP MLA from 
Khinvsar, Hanuman Beni- 
wal, supported by BJP, won 
from Nagaur. 
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SESSION FOR DJS MAINS 

A special session for DJS MAINS is scheduled on 
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16-Week Regular Programme 
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Course includes 
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I, DIANA Grace Agregado Penaflori- 
da W/o Narendra Singh Jaraut R/o 
I, VINAY Kumari W/o Sh Kamal Gupta 20/589 DDA Flats Dakshinpuri, New 
R/o House No 466, Sector 8 Part 2 Delhi have changed my name after 
U.E. Karnal have changed my name marriage to Diana Grace Penaflori- 
from Vinay Kumari to Vanshika Gupta da Jaraut for all purposes 
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5-in-l 

Current Affairs Program 


Newspaper Analysis 


Weekly Notes 
Main Answer Writing 

■ Enroll Today! ■ 


AIR 1 

in UPSC 
Civil Services 

2017, 2015 & 2013! 


$ 9999-136-114 

| www.careerlauncher.com/upsc 


PUBLIC NOTICE 


PUBLIC NOTICE 

NOTICE is hereby given that HARMEET 
KAUR D/o NARAIN SINGH R/o WZ-4, 
PLOT NO 19 C, 2ND FLOOR, GALI NO 5, 
KRISHNA PARK, TILAK NAGAR, NEW 
DELHI- 110018 OF AFGHANISTAN is 
applying to the Secretary to the 
Government of India in the Ministry of 
Home Affairs for Naturalization and that 
any person who knows any reason why 
Naturalization should not be granted 
should send a written signed statement of 
the facts to the said Secretary. 


PUBLIC NOTICE 

NOTICE is hereby given that HARPAL 
KAUR D/o NARAIN SINGH R/o S-1/187, 
OLD MAHAVIR NAGAR, TILAK NAGAR, 
NEW DELHI-110018 OF AFGHANISTAN 
is applying to the Secretary to the 
Government of India in the Ministry of 
Home Affairs for Naturalization and that 
any person who knows any reason why 
Naturalization should not be granted 
should send a written signed statement of 
the facts to the said Secretary. 


EDUCATIONAL ■ PUBLIC NOTICE 


Classic IASi 
ACADEMY' 


SHAPING TALENT Since 2009 

GENERAL STUDIES | CSAT | 0PTI0NAIS 

www.classiciasacademy.com 


South Delhi 

9310034050 


Karol Bagh 

011-40536473 


TENDERS 


GOVERNMENT OF KARNATAKA 
OFFICE OF THE RESIDENT COMMISSIONER 
Karnataka Bhavan-I, No. 10, Kautilya Marg, 
Chanakyapuri, New Delhi-110021 

No. RCK/KBND/POTA CABIN WORK/2018-19 Date: 27.09.2019 



Notice for Inviting Tender for pota cabin work at No: 10, 
Karnataka Bhavan-I, (Annexe Building), Kautilya Marg, 
Chanukyapuri, New Delhi. The bidding documents/tender may 
be collected from office of the undersigned from 04.10.2019. 

Sd/- 

Asst. Resident Commissioner 
Government of Karnataka 
Karnataka Bhavan, New Delhi 


SITUATION VACANT! PUBLIC NOTICE 


GENERAL 


Forum! 


IAS 


Invites 

Applications for 



PRODUCT 

MANAGER 

CONTENT 

REVIEWER 

CONTENT 

DEVELOPER 


Minimum Eligibility Criteria: 
2 Mains + 1 Interview 


Desirable Criteria: 

2 Interviews or 
2 years of work experience 
in the field of content 


Instructions: 
i Email CV along with DAF 

on career@forumias.academy 

i Mention job codes with 
your application. 


ForumlAS Offline Guidance Center 

2 nd Floor, IAPL House, 19, Pusa 
Road, Opp. Metro Pillar No. 95-96, 
Karol Bagh, New Delhi - 110005 


PUBLIC NOTICE 

It is inform to general public that Smt. 
Sangeeta her husband Mr. Sanjay Prashad 
and their minor son of age 2.5 years are 
residing at House No. 23-C, Railway Colony, 
Tuglakabad, New Delhi -44. Mr. Manish 
Chandra is younger brother of my husband 
who most of the time consumes alcohol due to 
which our all neighbors, relatives have been 
made complaints us, if Mr. Manish Chandra 
will not improve his habits then defiantly they 
all effected aggrieved people will take every 
action against the illegal/bad habits of Mr. 
Manish Chandra. 

During the life time of My father-in-law number 
of complaints were/are lodged against Mr. 
Manish Chandra from various places and 
after the death of my father-in-law Manish 
Chandra's illegal act / anti social activities are 
increased day by day. Manish Chandra is not 
in our control rather we are disturbing /worried 
and victimized of Manish Chandra's act and 
activities, therefore I and my family are not 
responsible / accountable of any kind of illegal 
/ antisocial / bad habits of Mr. Manish 
Chandra, who is not in our control too. 

S.D. BALONI (Advocate) 

Ch. No. 248, W. Wing, Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi 


PUBLIC NOTICE 


Notice is hereby given to the public that 
the Hon’ble NCLT, Chennai bench has 
allowed a claim filed by late Shri. 
S. Mukanchand Bothra, Chennai and 
his legal heirs (i.e) M. Karishma Bothra, 
M. Gagan Bothra and M. Sandeep 
Bothra have claimed share after being 
impleated. 

Any person(s) other than the above 
having any legal right, title or claim by 
way of inheritance of the deceased Shri. 
S. Mukanchand Bothra should send 
their claims in writing to the undersigned 
in person along with documentary 
evidence supporting their claim within 
15 clear days of this publication. 

S. Rajendran 
Resolution Professional 
In the matter of M/s. PRC International 
Hotels Pvt. Ltd., +91-9444648589 
McNichols Rd., Dasspuram, 
Chetpet, Ch-31. TN. 


PUBLIC NOTICE 

GENERAL PUBLIC IS HEREBY INFORMED 
THAT MY CLIENT Sh. DAULAT RAM S/O Sh. 
BHIM SINGH, R/O 3013/5-A, GALI NO.19, 
RANJEET NAGAR, NEW DELHI HAS 
DISOWNED HIS SON RANJEET SINGH 
FROM ALL HIS MOVABLE AND IMMOVABLE 
PROPERTIES / ASSETS AND HAS 
SEVERED ALL RELATIONS WITH HIM DUE 
TO HIS CONTINUOUS DISOBEDIENCE AND 
ACTS OF OMISSION. ANYBODY DEALING 
WITH THEM SHALL DO SO AT HIS/HER OWN 
RISK AND MY CLIENT SHALL NOT BE 
RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY OF HIS ACT(S) 
WHATSOEVER, IN FUTURE. 

RAHUL TAN DON (Advocate) 
Ch. No. 14, Civil Supply Building, Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi 


Public Notice 


“This is to inform the general public 
that my client M/s Hindustan 
Petroleum Corporation Limited has 
a retail outlet in the name and style 
of M/s Balaji Filing Station located 
at land bearing Khasra No. 479/18, 
Village Pipal Thala, situated at 5/5 
Milestone, G.T. Karnal Road, New 
Delhi-110088 (“Subject Property”). 
The Subject Property was leased to 
my client by late Mrs. Monica 
Commar. After death of Mrs. 
Monica Commar, her legal heirShri 
VinayakCommar has proposed to 
give aforementioned site to my 
client on a long term lease. As per 
the proposal, Shri VinayakCommar 
is the sole owner of the Subject 
Property and my Client is ready and 
willing to enter into long term lease 
with him. 

All the persons having or claiming 
any right, claim, title, demand or 
estate interest in respect of the 
Subject Property or to any part 
thereof by way of sale, exchange, 
mortgage, lease lien, charge, 
maintenance, license, gift, 
inheritance, share, possession, 
easement, trust, bequest, 
possession, assignment or 
encumbrances of whatsoever 
nature or otherwise or their legal 
heirs wishes to file any objection or 
claim or any interest in any matter 
with regard to the Subject Property, 
the same may be intimated in 
writing to me at the address 
mentioned below within 7 days 
from publication ofthis notice. 
Please note that any claim or 
objection in this regard 
received/intimated to HPCL after 
the above said period of 7 days 
shall be deemed to have been 
waived. 

For contact: Aditya Narayan 
Mahajan, Advocate (48 (Second 
Floor), A-2, Shiv Arcade, Acharya 
Niketan Market, Mayur Vihar-1, 
Delhi-110091 )”#9999789734 

Aditya Narayan Mahajan 
Advocate 


PERSONAL 


CHANGE OF NAME 


I Jaswinder Singh Anand S/o Late 
Satpal Singh Anand Fl/o A46 3rd Floor 
Amar Colony Lajpat Nagar IV New 
Delhi 24 have changed my name to 
Jasvinder Singh Anand for all 
purposes. 


LOST & FOUND 


It is notified for the information that my 
original qualifying examination mark- 
sheet and certificate of main Seconda¬ 
ry Examination of Year 2001 and Roll 
no 6334150 issued by CBSE has been 
actually lost. Name of the candidate- 
Babita Bisht, Address-1776 S P Muk¬ 
herjee Marg behind Novelty Cinema 
Delhi-110006, Ph-9711961786. 
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Bijepur bypoll: stage set 
for three-cornered contest 

BJD has the edge since Chief Minister represented the seat 


Probe to reveal everything, 
says Narada scam accused 

Arrested IPS officer sticks to claim of BJP leader Mukul Roy’s involvement 



IPS officer S.M.H. Mirza in CBI custody in Kolkata. -file photo 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

ICOLKATA 

Senior IPS officer S.M.H. 
Mirza, arrested by the Cen¬ 
tral Bureau of Investigation 
in connection with the Nara¬ 
da sting case, broke his si¬ 
lence for the first time on 
Tuesday since the scam sur¬ 
faced in 2016. He said BJP 
leader Mukul Roy’s state¬ 
ment that there is no video 
of him accepting money 
“does not prove anything” 
and that the investigation 
will reveal all facts. 

Sent to judicial custody 

“Investigation will prove 
that [he has taken money]. 
That he is not in the video 
does not prove anything... 
he (Roy) is seen speaking ov¬ 
er telephone,” Mr. Mirza told 
a television channel while 
on his way to being pro¬ 
duced before a city court. 
The court, after hearing 


counsels representing CBI 
and the IPS officer, remand¬ 
ed him injudicial custody till 
October 15. 

Mr. Roy had categorically 
denied that he took any mo¬ 
ney, insisting he introduced 
the undercover journalists 
to the IPS officer “to facili¬ 
tate their business”. 

On Sunday, Mr. Mirza was 


taken to the central Kolkata 
apartment of Mr. Roy where 
he was asked to demon¬ 
strate how he had handed 
over money to the latter as 
claimed. The process was 
videographed. 

The Narada news videos, 
shot in 2014 and made pu¬ 
blic ahead of the 2016 As¬ 
sembly elections in West 


Bengal, showed senior Tri- 
namool Congress leaders ac¬ 
cepting bundles of cash 
from journalist Mathew Sa¬ 
muel, who posed as a repre¬ 
sentative of a fictitious com¬ 
pany, Impex Infrastructure. 

Video proof 

In March 2017, a Division 
Bench of the Calcutta High 
Court ordered the CBI to 
take over the Narada case. 
While Mr. Roy, one of the 
most influential Trinamool 
Congress leaders then, is not 
been seen accepting any 
cash in the purported vide¬ 
os, he could be heard telling 
the sting operative, “You 
talk to Mirza.” 

Mr. Mirza, who was post¬ 
ed as SP of Bardhaman, is 
seen accepting bundles of 
cash in the Narada video. 

Mr. Roy was questioned 
by the CBI on September 
28-29. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

BHUBANESWAR 

Candidates of the three ma¬ 
jor political parties in Odisha 
- Biju Janata Dal (BJD), Bha¬ 
ratiya Janata Party (BJP) and 
Congress - filed their nomi¬ 
nation papers for the Bije¬ 
pur Assembly bypoll on 
Monday, the last day of the 
exercise. 

The nominees - Rita Sahu 
of the BJD, Sanat Gartia of 
the BJP and Dillip Panda of 
the Congress — went in pro¬ 
cession one after another 
and submitted their papers 
before the Returning Officer 
at the Sub-Collector’s office 
in Padampur. 

The bypoll was necessitat¬ 
ed after Chief Minister and 
BJD president Naveen Pat- 
naik vacated Bijepur and re¬ 
tained the Hinjili seat in his 
home district Ganjam in 
south Odisha. He had won 
from both the seats in the 
Assembly elections held si- 



Chief Minister and BJD 
president Naveen Patnaik 


multaneously with the Lok 
Sabha polls earlier this year. 

Ex-MLA in fray 

Ms. Sahu had won from Bije¬ 
pur as a BJD candidate in 
2018 by a margin of over 
41,000 votes when a bypoll 
was held in the constituency 
following the death of her 
husband and then Congress 
MLA Subal Sahu. 

BJP nominee Mr. Gartia 
had unsuccessfully contest¬ 
ed from Bijepur in the last 


Assembly election. He was 
defeated by Mr. Patnaik by a 
margin of over 57,000 votes. 

Congress nominee Mr. 
Panda, who is vice-president 
of the Bargarh unit of the 
party, is contesting Assemb¬ 
ly election for the first time. 

The constituency is all set 
to witness a triangular fight 
among the three parties as 
has happened in the last two 
polls. The BJD stands at an 
advantageous position since 
the Chief Minister is likely to 
campaign in Bijepur. While 
announcing Ms. Sahu’s 
name as his party’s nominee 
on Saturday, Mr. Patnaik had 
said that Bijepur will conti¬ 
nue to be a focus constituen¬ 
cy for him. 

The bypoll is scheduled 
for October 21, when more 
than 2,32,000 voters will ex¬ 
ercise their franchise in 285 
polling booths. The counting 
of votes will be done on Oc¬ 
tober 24. 


Fast-track 
courts in 
Tripura to try 
POCSO cases 

SYED SAJJAD ALI 

AGARTALA 

The Tripura government 
has designated several 
courts as first-track courts 
to try pending proceedings 
under the Protection of 
Children from Sexual Of¬ 
fences (POCSO) Act. 

A special court has been 
set up here and nine more 
across districts have been 
designated for the purpose, 
a law department official 
said. Five such courts have 
been set up to try cases of 
crimes against women. 

Around 350 cases lodged 
under the POCSO Act are 
awaiting final disposal by 
courts. Many cases are as 
old as four years. Com¬ 
plaints are mainly about 
sexual abuse and hostility. 

The State’s Law and Edu¬ 
cation Minister had earlier 
said that the special POCSO 
court here will be launched 
on September 16. It will 
deal with litigations under 
west Tripura district limit. 



THE INSTITUTE OF ROAD TRANSPORT 

100 FEET ROAD, TARAMANI, CHENNAI - 600 113 


INTERNATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING 

PREQUALIFICATION 


Climate-friendly Modernisation of Bus Services in Major Cities of Tamil Nadu 

Accompanying Measures Consultant Services 

The objective of the Government of Tamil Nadu's "Climate-friendly Modernisation of Bus 
Services in Major Cities of Tamil Nadu" project supported by the German Development 
Cooperation is the modernization of the bus fleet and public transport infrastructure and 
services in the State of Tamil Nadu. 


The Accompanying Measures Consultant shall support the Government of Tamil Nadu 
and selected State Transport Undertakings in enhancing efficiency of operations and 
maintenance by providing various training and capacity strengthening measures to make 
investments in the modernized fleet and improved ICT systems financed under the project 
sustainable. 


Bid Reference Number 


26/IC/CPO/IRT/2019 

Date of commencement of downloading of the 
Tender Document 


03.10.2019 

Last Date of downloading of Tender Document 



05.11.2019 

Last date for seeking any clarifications if any 



23.10.2019 

Last date and time of submission of Application 



06.11.2019 AT 13.00 Hrs. 

Application Opening 



06.11.2019 AT 13.15 Hrs. 

EMD Amount 



NIL 


Independent consultant firms or Joint Ventures with a proven track record in the 
respective expertise areas are now invited to submit Applications. The detailed 
Tender Document may be downloaded from the website www.tenders.tn.gov.in from 
03.10.2019. 

DIPR/3413/TENDER/2019 DIRECTOR 



THE INSTITUTE OF ROAD TRANSPORT 

100 FEET ROAD, TARAMANI, CHENNAI - 600 113 

INTERNATIONAL COMPETTITIVE BIDDING 

PREQUALIFICATION 

Climate-friendly Modernisation of Bus Services in Major Cities of Tamil Nadu 
Implementation Consultant Services 

The objective of the Government of Tamil Nadu's "Climate-friendly Modernisation 
of Bus Services in Major Cities of Tamil Nadu" project supported by the German 
Development Cooperation is the modernization of the bus fleet and public transport 
infrastructure and services in the State of Tamil Nadu. 

Besides supporting the Government's Project Implementation Unit in administrative and 
financial management of the project, the Implementation Consultant is expected to prepare 
necessary technical specifications, implement tendering procedures for the procurement of 
diesel and e-buses including for required fuelling/charging infrastructures as well as the ICT 
systems related to a passenger information system, telematics system and cashless ticketing 
system. 

Bid Reference Number 


25/IC/CPO/IRT/2019 

Date of commencement of downloading of the Tender 
Document 


03.10.2019 

Last Date of downloading of Tender Document 


05.11.2019 

Last date for seeking any clarifications if any 


23.10.2019 

Last date and time of submission of Application 


06.11.2019 AT 13.00 Hrs 

Application Opening Date 


06.11.2019 AT 13.15 Hrs 

EMD Amount 


NIL 

Independent consultant firms or Joint Ventures with a proven track record in the respective 
expertise areas are now invited to submit Applications. The detailed Tender Document may 
be downloaded from the website www.tenders.tn.gov.in from 03.10.2019. 

DIPR/3413/Tender/2019 DIRECTOR 


TAMIL NADU NEWSPRINT AND PAPERS LIMITED 

UNIT 2 


GLOBAL NOTICE INVITING BIDS (REVISED) 

FOR DESIGN. MANUFACTURE. SUPPLY. ERECTION AND COMMISSIONING OF 

WASTE WATER TREATMENT PLANT 

Tamil Nadu Newsprint and Papers Limited (TNPL), which owns and successfully operates a 
200,000 tpa Multilayer Coated Board Mill at Mondipatti, Trichy District (Unit 2) in the State of 
Tamil Nadu, India, is embarking upon a Mill Expansion Plan. 

TNPL now invites sealed Bids for Design, Manufacture, Supply, Erection and Commissioning 
of Waste Water Treatment Plant as per the scope specified in the Bid Document. The Bidder or 
Bidder's with collaborator shall be a reputed manufacturer (either separately or in combination) 
having designed, manufactured, supplied and successfully commissioned two (2) Waste water 
treatment plants with their capacities totalling to not less than 8000 m 3 /day and with inlet COD 
of 1000 mg/I for treating chemical based process industrial effluents in the past ten (10) years, 
which are in successful operation at least for the past one year. Reference installations for sewage 
treatment plants will not be qualified. 

A complete set of Bid Document may be purchased by any Interested vendor on the submission 
of a written application to TNPL and upon payment of a non-refundable bid fee (incl. GST) of Indian 
Rupees 11,800/- or EUR 150 or USD 165 by way of Banker's Cheque / Demand Draft in favour of 
Tamil Nadu Newsprint and Papers Limited, payable at Trichy from the following address: 

Project Management Division 
Tamil Nadu Newsprint and Papers Limited 
Kagithapuram 639 136, Karur District, Tamil Nadu, INDIA 
Phone : 04324-277001 (10 lines) Extn: 2278 / 2456 
Telefax : 04324-277027 

E-mail : pmd4@tnpl.co.in, Web : www.tnpl.com 

Alternatively, details of the bid may be viewed in the TNPL website and a soft copy of the Bid 
Document can be obtained against request by way of e-mail to the above id. 

A single stage, two-envelope (Technical Bid and Price Bid envelopes) bidding procedure 
will be followed. All Bids must be delivered to the above office of TNPL not later than 15.00 hours on 
25 th October 2019. Technical Bids will be opened at 16.00 hours on the same day in the presence 
of the Bidders' representatives who choose to attend. 

TNPL reserves the right to qualify the bids received and / or reject any or all the bids, without 
assigning any reasons therefor. 

DIPR/3419/Tender/2019 



A GREETING TO REMEMBER 

Be it an anniversary, a birthday, an academic 
accomplishment or even a promotion. Now you can 
surprise your loved ones by wishing them on 


THEaSS&HINDU 

CLASSIFIEDS 


For more details, email: classifiedscustomercare@thehindu.co.in 
Contact Toll Free Number: 180030700404 
For Placing Advertisements Online, Log on to www.thehinduads.com 



Tender Notice No. MG-AC-77-2019-RT, 
dated 26.09.2019. e-Tender is invited by 
Chief Works Manager, Eastern Railway 
Workshop, Kanchrapara for the following 
work : Tender No. : MG-AC-77-2019-RT. 
Name of the Work : Mechanized cutting, 
uprooting of undesirable plants, jungles, 
bushes, grasses and weed control for an 
area of 43,286.5 sq mtrs (approx) including 
EMU & Loco Testing Yard as per drawing 
bearing no. 2W-633/KPA by outside agency 
for a period of 24 months through 
open tender basis. Tender Value : 
Rs. 17,42,861.91. Earnest Money : 
Rs. 34,900/-. Date & Time of Closing of 
Tender : 18.10.2019 at 15.00 hrs. Tender 
document & complete details available at 
website www.ireps.gov.in 
_ MISC-178/2019-20 

Tender Notice is also available at websites : 
www.er.indianrailways.gov.in / www.ireps.gov.in 




INTERSCHOOL FESTIVAL 


Cambridge School, Indirapuram, 
organised an Interschool Music, Dance 
and Theatre Fest called Aura 2019 on 
30 th August. Over 17 schools from NCR 
participated in the event. The Chief 
Guest for the occasion was 
Dr. Rashi Jain, Mrs. India (World) 

2019-20. Other dignitaries were Ms. Mugdha Sengupta, Ms. Jaya Pathak and 
Mr. Mayank Bhupesh Chandra. The Fest had various events like Swaranjali, 
Atrangi, Voices, etc. 



FELICITATIONS 

DPSG Vasundhara School’s Principal, 
Trilok Singh Bist, along with the Vice 
Chairman Mr. Anshul Pathak were felicitated 
by the Fortune Magazine in collaboration with 
Univariety, a Singapore based online career 
counselling portal. The school is celebrating 
20 years of excellent service to the society. An 
alumni meet will be conducted to mark this 
milestone year. 



STUDENTS DO THEIR SCHOOL PROUD 


mMm 


Silver Jubilee Commemorative Young 
Thinkers Conclave 2019 conducted 
interschool competitions at the Mayo 
College Girls School, Ajmer (Raj), and the 
Inter school quiz, debate & creative 
writing competition at Singapore 
International School, Mumbai. Eshitiva 
Prakash of class 12, from Sunbeam School 

& Hostel Suncity, Karsana, Varanasi U.P, won the Best Speaker Award in the 
turncoat debate in both the events. 


yfoi 


ITr 
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For Subscription related queries, please contact Kapil Nagar: 
Handphone: +91 98100 89457/Email: kapil.nagar@thehindu.co.in 


TO ADVERTISE 
PLEASE CONTACT 

Mr. N SELVA KUMAR 

PH: 98203 50726 
selvakumar.n@thehindu.co.in 

Mr. GAURAV SEHGAL 

PH: 98110 06590 

gaurav.sehgal@thehindu.co.in 

THE^lffeHINDU 


THEiHiliiHINDU 

LET US KNOW 
YOU BETTER 


Your feedback is valuable to us. 
Please scan the QR code or visit 
www.thehindu.com/feedback 

You may call us at toll free 

1800102 1878 
or write to us at 
customercare@thehindu.co.in 
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‘Let best Asian brains fight climate change’ 



Bhaskar Ramamurthy, Director, NT Madras, presenting memento to Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi at the 56th Convocation of the institute on Monday. ■ r. ragu 


A.P. govt, to take 
over liquor trade 

Number of shops brought down by 20% 



Jagan presents f sill< 
vastrams' in Tirumala 


TIRUMALA 

Andhra Pradesh Chief 
Minister Y.S. Jagan Mohan 
Reddy presented a pair of 
'silk vastrams' to the famous 
temple of Lord Venkateswara 
on behalf of the State 
government on Monday in 
connection with the nine-day 
annual Brahmotsavams. After 
a brief ceremony, the Chief 
Minister carried the sacred 
'vastrams' in a silver plate 
over his head and handed 
them over to the chief priest. 

HC orders CBI probe into 
murder of Cong, workers 

KOCHI 

The Kerala High Court on 
Monday ordered a CBI probe 
into the murder of Youth 
Congress workers Kripesh, 19, 
and Sarath Lai, 24, at Kallyot, 
near Periye, in Kasaragod on 
February 17. Ordering the CBI 
to take over the investigation 
from the Crime Branch, the 
judge also set aside the 
chargesheet filed by the 
Crime Branch. The court 
observed that the 
investigation in the case was a 
"sham". 

HC seeks ED response on 
Shivakumar's bail plea 

NEW DELHI 

The Delhi High Court on 
Monday sought the response 
of the Enforcement 
Directorate (ED) on the bail 
plea moved by Karnataka 
Congress leader 
D.K. Shivakumar in a money¬ 
laundering case. The High 
Court asked the agency to file 
a status report and listed the 
case for further hearing on 
October 14. The Congress 
leader has cited medical 
reasons as one of the grounds 
for securing bail. The money 
laundering case is based on a 
chargesheet filed by the l-T 
Department last year, 
alleging tax evasion and 
'hawala' transactions running 
into crores of rupees. 


Technology unites 
people across 
countries and 
continents: Modi 

T. RA MAKRISHNAN 

CHENNAI 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Monday called for 
collaborative efforts among 
the “best brains in Asian 
countries to offer innovative 
solutions” to global warming 
and climate change. 

Pointing out that “tech¬ 
nology unites people, even 
across countries and across 
continents,” Mr. Modi, who 
handed over prizes to win¬ 
ners of the Singapore-India 
Hackathon 2019 at the IIT- 
Madras Research Park here, 
responded favourably to the 
suggestion of Ong Ye Rung, 
Singapore’s Education Minis¬ 
ter, that the contest be ex¬ 
tended to students of univer¬ 
sities belonging to 
member-countries of the As¬ 
sociation of Southeast Asian 
Nations (ASEAN). 

“Let me take this oppor¬ 
tunity to propose a similar 
hackathon involving those 
Asian countries that may be 
interested in participating, 
with support from NTU [Na- 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

ICOCHI 

The Central Bureau of Inves¬ 
tigation (CBI) on Monday 
submitted a chargesheet be¬ 
fore the Ernakulam chief 
judicial magistrate here stat¬ 
ing that the death of Jishnu 
Pranoy, a first-year B. Tech 
student of Nehru Engineer¬ 
ing College at Pampadi, was 
a case of suicide. 

The agency has exonerat¬ 
ed P. Krishnadas, chairman 
of the college, in the case 


nyang Technological Univer¬ 
sity, Singapore], government 
of Singapore and [the] go¬ 
vernment of India,” the 
Prime Minister told a gather¬ 
ing of students and young re¬ 
searchers, adding that it was 
he who had floated the idea 
behind the current hackath¬ 
on event during his visit to 
Singapore in May-June 2018. 

Giving two reasons why 
India was for innovation and 
incubation, he said it was to 
have “easy solutions” for the 
country’s problems and “so¬ 
lutions” for the rest of the 
world. “Indian Solutions for 
Global Application - this is 


while slapping charges of 
abetment to suicide on N. K. 
Sakthivel, vice-principal and 
C.P. Praveen, assistant pro¬ 
fessor. 

The chargesheet filed by 
the CBI pointed out that 
there was no evidence to ar¬ 
raign Mr. Krishnadas in the 
case. The investigators were 
not able to ascertain his pre¬ 
sence on the campus on the 
day of the incident. Howev¬ 
er, it alleged that Mr. Sakthi¬ 
vel and Mr. Praveen had 


our goal and our commit¬ 
ment,” Mr. Modi observed. 

Referring to the change in 
the composition of partici¬ 
pating teams in this year’s 
event, which now had an 
equal number of representa¬ 
tives from India and Singa¬ 
pore, instead of the earlier 
format of having teams that 
comprised exclusively na¬ 
tionals of the respective 
countries, Mr. Modi said “we 
have moved from competi¬ 
tion to collaboration. This is 
the strength that we need, to 
bear jointly, on the challeng¬ 
es that both our countries 
face.” 


mentally harassed the victim 
after he was found allegedly 
copying in the exam. 

Jishnu was found hanging 
in a hostel of the Nehru Col¬ 
lege of Engineering and Re¬ 
search Centre at Pambady in 
Thrissur in January 6,2017. 

In the FIR, the police said 
Jishnu was caught by an invi¬ 
gilator for copying during 
the examination and he at¬ 
tempted suicide by hanging 
himself in the bathroom of 
the men’s hostel. 


Describing Singapore, In¬ 
dia ties as a “multifaceted re¬ 
lationship,” Mr. Kung said 
8,000 Indian companies 
were having their base in his 
country, which remained In¬ 
dia’s top foreign investment 
destination. 

Mr. Modi went up to rows 
where the winners of the 
hackathon event were seat¬ 
ed, and interacted with them 
briefly. 

Anil D. Sahasrabudhe, 
Chairman of the All India 
Council for Technical Educa¬ 
tion, said the 2019 hackath¬ 
on covered health, educa¬ 
tion and clean energy. 


K.S. S UDHI 

KOCHI 

A vexed legal tangle awaits 
the Balakrishnan Nair com¬ 
mittee constituted to look in¬ 
to the disbursement of com¬ 
pensation for the Maradu 
apartment owners as the ow¬ 
nership of nearly one-fourth 
of the apartments is still with 
the builders. 

An initial assessment of 
the ownership records avail¬ 
able with the Maradu muni¬ 
cipality indicated that 90 of 
the 343 individual apart¬ 
ment units were still with the 
builders. 


‘Can monitor 
attention 
deficit of MPs’ 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

CHENNAI 

PM Narendra Modi said 
one of the solutions deve¬ 
loped during the 2019 Sin¬ 
gapore-India hackathon 
event could be useful in ob¬ 
serving the conduct of par¬ 
liamentarians too. 

Referring to the solution 
to address the problem of 
lack of attentiveness 
among students in class¬ 
rooms, Mr. Modi said he 
“especially” liked it. “I will 
talk to my Speaker in Par¬ 
liament [Lok Sabha]. I am 
sure it will be very useful in 
Parliament,” he said, amid 
applause and laughter. 

Earlier, Anil D. Sahasra¬ 
budhe, Chairman of the All 
India Council for Technical 
Education, explained that 
the solution pertained to 
taking pictures of class¬ 
rooms with students. By 
using image processing 
and Artificial Intelligence, 
those students who were 
not paying attention would 
be identified. 


It appeared that in a large 
number of cases, the indivi¬ 
dual buyers didn’t bother to 
get the ownership of the flats 
changed to their name even 
after completing the pay¬ 
ments. 

Assets frozen 

In all such cases, the name of 
the builders would be en¬ 
tered as the owners of the 
apartments in revenue re¬ 
cords, making the identifica¬ 
tion of the real owners eligi¬ 
ble for compensation a 
complicated issue. 

The builders are ineligible 


STAFF REPORTER 

VIJAYAWADA 

In the first step towards pro¬ 
hibition in Andhra Pradesh 
in a phased manner, the go¬ 
vernment will take over the 
liquor trade at retail stores 
across the State starting 
from Tuesday, bringing 
down the total number of 
stores by 20%. 

About 3,500 liquor shops 
run by the State’s A.P. State 
Beverages Corporation Li¬ 
mited (APSBCL) will be 
opened on Tuesday and the 
Excise Policy for the year 
2019-20 will come into 
force. 

New policy 

Earlier, there were 4,380 
shops run by private license 
holders, and following the 
announcement of the new 
liquor policy, some of them 
have not renewed their li¬ 
censes after September 1. 

In the meantime, the Pro¬ 
hibition and Excise (P&E) 
Department’s APSBCL, 
which was given the exclu¬ 
sive privilege of selling 
through retail stores, has 
opened few stores in every 


for the compensation award¬ 
ed by the Supreme Court as 
the court had frozen the as¬ 
sets and bank accounts of 
the directors of H20 Holy 
Faith, Golden Kayaloram, Al¬ 
fa Serene and Jain Housing. 

While asking the State to 
pay the individual apart¬ 
ment owners ?25 lakh each 
as interim compensation in 
four weeks, the court direct¬ 
ed the government to recov¬ 
er the amount from the buil¬ 
ders. 

A few apartment owners 
have already raised the ow¬ 
nership issue with the civic 


district. In an amendment 
made in the last minute to 
the Andhra Pradesh Excise 
(Grant of Licence of selling 
by Shop and conditions of li¬ 
cence) Rules, 2019, the go¬ 
vernment reduced the busi¬ 
ness hours of the shops 
from 11 hours to 9 hours. In 
a G.O issued on Monday, it 
was stated that shops will be 
open between 11 a.m. and 8 
p.m. only. Earlier, the clos¬ 
ing time was fixed at 9 p.m. 

In a release, the govern¬ 
ment said liquor sales came 
down by 15% between July 
and September after the 
new policy was announced. 

As per the rules, no liqu¬ 
or shop is supposed to be lo¬ 
cated within 100 m of a 
place of public worship, 
educational institution and 
hospital with at least 30 
beds. 

The stores should sell li¬ 
quor at MRP and issue bills 
accordingly besides promi¬ 
nently displaying the price 
list at the store. 

No permit room is al¬ 
lowed and consumption on 
the store premises is prohi¬ 
bited. 


authorities of Maradu. 

The individual apartment 
owners may have the sale 
deeds and other documents 
in their possession but not 
the crucial ownership certifi¬ 
cates. It raises the question 
whether they could be consi¬ 
dered as the legal owners of 
the apartments when the 
name of the builder is shown 
as the owner of the property 
in the records, revenue offi¬ 
cials said. 

The residents have been 
advised to take up the issue 
with the committee, sources 
said. 


Jishnu’s death is a case of 
suicide, says CBI chargesheet 


Maradu: ownership issue may pose problems 




Sahir Abdul Jabbarand, right, Salim Valiyaparamba 


Cyclists to map Kerala 
tourism revival 


Duo to counter negative campaign 


STAFF REPORTER 

KOZHIKODE 

It is no secret that the tou¬ 
rism sector, which used to 
be one of the most thriving 
industries in Kerala, faced a 
severe setback after the 
2018 floods. The southern 
districts of Idukki, Kottayam 
and Alappuzha are still fac¬ 
ing the repercussions more 
than a year after the disas¬ 
ter. However, it is also true 
that these sites have made a 
splendid comeback, despite 
the many constraints. 

Two cyclists are planning 
a ride from the southern tip 
of the State to the northern 
tip, visiting the affected 
places, to showcase the re¬ 
surgence of the Kerala villag¬ 
es after the flood and send 
out a message to the 
tourists. 

Sahir Abdul Jabbar of 
Kozhikode has teamed up 
with Salim Valiyaparamba, 
an NRI, for this endeavour, 
that will be flagged off by 
Sports Minister E.P. Jayara- 
jan in Thiruvananthapuram 
on November 30. “There is 
a campaign going on that 
our tourism sector has col¬ 
lapsed. We plan to upload 
the photographs and videos 
from the places we visit on 
social media platforms to 
prove the campaign wrong,” 
Mr. Sahir said. The pictures 
will also be uploaded on the 



website of the Responsible 
Tourism Mission. 

The duo is backed by the 
Departments of sports, tou¬ 
rism and ports as their ride 
has multiple purposes. 

Promotional event 

The ride will be a promo¬ 
tional event for the Beach 
Games which will be organ¬ 
ised by the Department of 
Sports across the Kerala 
coast during November and 
December 2019. It plans to 
highlight the issues faced by 
the coastal sector of Kerala, 
including the illegal en¬ 
croachments and livelihood 
issues. It will be a campaign 
urging the development of 
the traditional ports in the 
State and the National Wa¬ 
terway project. 

“In European countries, 
there is a culture of using bi¬ 
cycles to supplement their 
thriving water transporta¬ 
tion. This is an attempt to 
bring focus on that aspect, 
as both are eco-friendly 
means of transport,” Mr. Sa¬ 
hir said. 

The cyclists will be joined 
by members of local cycle 
clubs in every district. The 
ride is being organised un¬ 
der the aegis of the Grand 
Cycle Challenge of the Koz¬ 
hikode-based NGO Green 
Care Mission, of which Mr. 
Sahir is the coordinator. 



Trinamool MP moves HC, 
bats for online privacy 

She seeks a robust statutory regime 


MQHA MED IMRANULLAH S. 

CHENNAI 

All India Trinamool Con¬ 
gress MP Mahua Moitra, 
who is a member of the Par¬ 
liamentary Standing Com¬ 
mittee on Information Tech¬ 
nology, has approached the 
Madras High Court batting 
for online privacy and 
against steps taken for de¬ 
cryption of online commu¬ 
nications in the absence of a 
robust statutory regime go¬ 
verning the sensitive issue. 

Urging the court to allow 
her to be included as one of 
the respondents to a public 
interest litigation petition 
filed by Antony Clement Ru¬ 
bin for linking social media 
and e-mail accounts with 
some government identity 
proof, the MP said, such a 
measure has to await the 
enactment of the Personal 
Data Protection Bill pending 
in draft form for over a year. 

Being a supporter of indi¬ 


vidual right to privacy, she 
said, she was concerned 
about the level of access 
which social media compa¬ 
nies currently have to her 
data and the impact of such 
access upon her right to pri¬ 
vacy. She was also con¬ 
cerned over the extent to 
which they would further 
impinge on her right to pri¬ 
vacy when they are required 
to link her identity proof. 

“I submit that the amount 
of personal and private data 
available in the hands of on¬ 
line service providers such 
as Facebook, WhatsApp, 
Google represents an unpre¬ 
cedented level of informa¬ 
tion concerning such indivi¬ 
duals concentrated in the 
hands of any party. 

Her plea is expected to be 
listed before a Division 
Bench of Justices M. Sath- 
yanarayanan and N. Sesha- 
sayee on Tuesday along 
with the main PIL petition. 


::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 

Twin message 



Students wearing helmets make a formation depicting Mahatma Gandhi as they take part in an event to mark Gandhi's 150th 
birth anniversary and to create awareness for road safety, in Chennai on Monday. ■ b. jothi ramalingam 


Pinarayi, Rahul to press for lifting Bandipur traffic ban 

Meeting scheduled with Union Ministers to end curbs on night traffic through forest reserve 

' ■ . v Conservationists irked 



__ _ _ 
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Farmers under the aegis of the Kerala Karshaka Munnani 
taking out a rally at the Kerala-Karnataka border on Monday. 


STAFF REPORTER 

ICALPETTA 

Kerala Chief Minister Pina¬ 
rayi Vijayan and Rahul Gand¬ 
hi, MP, along with an all-par¬ 
ty delegation from Wayanad 
district will meet Union Mi¬ 
nisters on Tuesday to lift the 
ban on night traffic through 
the Bandipur reserve on the 
Kozhikode-Kollegal NH 766. 

Mr Vijayan and Mr Gandhi 
are scheduled to hold discus¬ 
sions with Union Minister for 
Road Transport and High¬ 
ways Nitin Gadkari and Un¬ 
ion Minister for Environ¬ 
ment, Forest And Climate 
Change Prakash Javadekar. 

“We expect that the Cen¬ 
tral government would 
adopt a favourable decision 
in this regard,” Suresh Tha- 
loor, general convener. Na¬ 
tional Highway 766 Tran¬ 
sport Protection Action 



Committee, said. A group of 
youths have launched an in¬ 
definite hunger strike under 
the aegis of the organisation 
since September 25 calling 
for status quo ante on high¬ 
way traffic. Mr. Gandhi 
tweeted on Sunday that he 



stood in solidarity with the 
youths. 

He also held a discussion 
with UDF leaders in New Del¬ 
hi on Monday on the issue. 
He will also discuss the issue 
with Mr. Vijayan at Kerala 
House in New Delhi on Tues- 



SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MYSURU 

The pressure being 
mounted on the Karnataka 
government to lift the ban 
on night traffic through 
Bandipur Tiger Reserve has 
drawn the ire of wildlife 
conservationists. 

Sanjay Gubbi, wildlife 
conservationist and member 
of the State Wildlife Board, 
said there was no restriction 


day. District Congress presi¬ 
dent I.C. Balakrishnan, MLA, 
said. He is expected to visit 
the youths on Thursday. 

Meanwhile, a group of 
farmers under the aegis of 
the Kerala Karshaka Munna¬ 
ni took out a march to the 


on emergency vehicles, and 
eight State transport buses 
were also allowed during 
the night. He also pointed 
out that Karnataka had 
developed an alternate road 
based on a request by the 
Kerala government at a cost 
of ^75 crore. 

Wildlife activists said that 
there was no blanket ban on 
traffic, which was allowed 
from 6 a.m. to 9 p.m. 


Kerala-Karnataka border on 
Monday demanding free¬ 
dom of travel through the 
Kozhikode-Kollegal NH 766. 
Various organisations took 
out march in Sulthan Bath- 
ery expressing solidarity 
with the stir. 


Writers counter 
S.L. Bhyrappa’s 
remarks 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

BENGALURU 

Writer S.L. Bhyrappa’s 
statement during the Dasa- 
ra inaugural address on 
Sunday, taking potshots at 
progressive writers and 
atheists, has drawn a 
strong counter from a sec¬ 
tion of litterateurs and 
rationalists. 

Rationalist and writer 
Chandrashekhar Patil said 
while he was not surprised 
by Dr. Bhyrappa’s state¬ 
ment, his comments were 
“dangerous and irresponsi¬ 
ble” when rationalists have 
been assassinated for their 
views. Film-maker and wri¬ 
ter Baragur Ramachan- 
drappa said that rational¬ 
ism and atheism are also 
part of the Indian philo¬ 
sophical tradition. 
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31 killed in three road 
accidents in Gujarat 

AHMEDABAD 

Twentyone people died when 
an over-speeding bus turned 
turtle near the pilgrimage 
town Ambaji in Banaskantha 
district of North Gujarat. In 
another accident, five people 
died when a car and tempo 
collided in Banaskantha while 
in the third incident, five 
people died near Ahmedabad 
in a car-truck collision. 

IndiGo flight makes 
emergency landing 

MUMBAI 

An IndiGo flight from Goa to 
Delhi with 180 passengers 
made an emergency landing 
at Goa's Dabolim airport late 
on Sunday night following 
engine trouble after being 
airborne for about 40 
minutes. The 11-year-old 
Airbus 320CE0 aircraft had 
among others several 
delegates of a public relations 
conference, Goa's Power and 
Environment Minister Nilesh 
Cabral and officials on board. 

AIADMK seeks BJP 
support for byelections 

CHENNAI 

The AIADMK has sought the 
BJP's support for the 
Nanguneri and Vikravandi 
byelections, according to 
Deputy Chief Minister 0. 
Panneerselvam. He and Chief 
Minister Edappadi K. 
Palaniswami met BJP general 
secretary P. Muralidhar Rao 
and discussed the matter. The 
alliance between the AIADMK 
and the BJP, formed at the 
time of Lok Sabha elections 
would continue, he said. 

CB-CID grills doctor 
in impersonation case 

THENI 

Mohamed Shafi, a doctor 
from Vaniyambadi in Vellore 
district in Tamil Nadu, 
appeared before the CB-CID 
police here on Monday in 
connection with a case of 
impersonation. The police 
said his son Mohammed Irfan, 
a student of Dharmapuri 
Government Medical College, 
had allegedly secured 
admission to MBBS through 
impersonation. 


Floods in many parts of Bihar, Uttar Pradesh 



Wrath of nature: Bihar Deputy Chief Minister Sushil Kumar Modi, along with his family members, being rescued from a 
waterlogged area of Rajendra Nagaron Monday. NDRF providing food items to the people, -ranjeet kumar 


Monsoon season 
officially ended 
on Monday 

PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

Several parts of Bihar and Ut¬ 
tar Pradesh were reeling 
from floods on Monday fol¬ 
lowing incessant showers ov¬ 
er the past few days. 

The death toll in rain-relat¬ 
ed incidents has mounted to 
145 across the country. Uttar 
Pradesh reported the highest 
number of deaths - 111 since 
last week. Twenty-five have 
died in Bihar. 

The weather department 
has forecast a long delayed 
withdrawal of monsoon and 
more rains for Patna, where 
several areas still remain 
submerged due to heavy 
rainfall over the past three 
days. 

Bihar’s Deputy Chief Mi¬ 
nister Sushil Modi, whose 
own residence was affected 
by the deluge, was seen do¬ 
ing the rounds of the city 


clad in a T-shirt and shorts, 
and issuing instructions to 
officials. 

Highest since 1994 

India recorded its highest 
rainfall since 1994 this mon¬ 
soon, the India Meteorologi¬ 
cal Department (IMD) said 
classifying it as ‘above nor¬ 
mal.’ 

The season officially end¬ 


ed on Monday. However, rain 
bearing winds still remain 
active over several parts of 
the country. 

Of the 36 meteorological 
subdivisions of the IMD, two 
regions - west Madhya Pra¬ 
desh and Saurashtra and 
Kutch - recorded precipita¬ 
tion in “large excess.” 

In Patna, normal life was 
thrown out of gear, with sev¬ 


eral schools shut, roads inun¬ 
dated, and many shops, hos¬ 
pitals and houses submerged 
in knee-deep waters. 

The State’s disaster man¬ 
agement department said 
the government had urged 
the Air Force to send a heli¬ 
copter for dropping food 
packets and other relief ma¬ 
terial in affected areas. 

Though there was a let up 


in rainfall in the morning, 
the IMD has predicted show¬ 
ers later on Monday in the Bi¬ 
har capital. 

Deficient in Delhi 

Delhi may witness scattered 
rains over the next three to 
four days, according to the 
weather office. In a year the 
rest of India witnessed 
“above-normal monsoon,” 


the city recorded the lowest 
since 2014 with a deficiency 
of 38 per cent, the IMD said. 
The city recorded 404.1 mm 
rainfall this monsoon - from 
June 1 to September 30 - 
against the 30-year average 
of 648.9 mm, a shortfall of 38 
per cent, an official said. 

In Ballia, Uttar Pradesh, 
authorities had to shift about 
900 prisoners to other jails 
after flood waters entered 
the barracks of the district 
jail located near the Ganga 
river. 

In Jharkhand’s Dumka dis¬ 
trict, three members of a fa¬ 
mily died after a wall col¬ 
lapsed on them following 
heavy rains in the region. 

As many as 13 deaths were 
reported on Saturday from 
Uttarakhand, Madhya Pra¬ 
desh and Rajasthan. 

In in Rajkot district in Guj¬ 
arat, three women drowned 
after their car was swept 
away at a flooded causeway 
on Sunday following heavy 
rains in several parts of the 
Saurashtra region. 


‘Disqualified 
MLAswillbe 
fielded by BJP’ 


STAFF REPORTER 

SHIVAMOGGA/BENGALURU 

Karnataka Chief Minister 
B.S. Yediyurappa has af¬ 
firmed that the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) will field 
all the disqualified MLAs in 
the byelections to the 15 As¬ 
sembly segments sche¬ 
duled for December 5, and 
that party national presi¬ 
dent Amit Shah has given 
the go-ahead to the 
proposal. 

The issue had become a 
point of contention after 
BJP leader Umesh Katti 
said that disqualified MLAs 
would not get a chance to 
contest the bypolls. 

Allaying apprehensions 
of the disqualified MLAs, 
Mr. Yediyurappa said at 
Shikaripur on Monday: “It 
is because of the resigna¬ 
tions by these MLAs that 
the BJP could form a go¬ 
vernment in Karnataka. 
Mr. Shah has given his ap¬ 
proval to field them.” 


FIR filed against PMC, HDIL officials 

HDIL was main loan defaulter from 2008 to 2019: complaint 


GAUT AM S. MENGLE 

MUMBAI 

The Economic Offences 
Wing (EOW) of the Mumbai 
Police on Monday regis¬ 
tered an FIR against Joy 
Thomas, managing director 
of the Punjab and Maha¬ 
rashtra Cooperative (PMC) 
Bank and other officials of 
the bank and HDIL. 

Last week, the Reserve 
Bank of India (RBI) imposed 
restrictions on withdrawal 
of deposits in light of the fi¬ 
nancial crisis plaguing the 
bank. 

A subsequent inquiry by 
the RBI revealed that over 
70% of the bank’s total 
loans, running into several 
thousands of crores, were 
issued to the HDIL group. 

EOW officers said the FIR 
followed a formal com¬ 
plaint from Jasbir Singh 
Matta, a PMC Bank branch 
manager, on Monday. 


“Mr. Matta was instruct¬ 
ed by the RBI-appointed ad¬ 
ministrator to give a com¬ 
plaint. After he did so, we 
registered an FIR,” Joint 
Commissioner of Police 
(EOW) Rajvardhan Sinha 
said. 

PMC chairman named 

Officials said the complai¬ 
nant has named Mr. Tho¬ 
mas, PMC chairman Wa- 
ryam Singh, and HDIL 
director Sarang Wadhwa 
among others. 

“The complaint said that 
from 2008 to 2019, certain 
loans which had actually 
become non-performing as¬ 
sets were declared perform¬ 
ing assets, and that this 
fraudulent projection was 
shown to the RBI, causing a 
loss of ?4,355 crore to the 
bank, according to a preli¬ 
minary estimate,” an EOW 
officer said. 


According to the com¬ 
plaint, the officer said, 
HDIL was the main defaul¬ 
ter of these loans, which 
was hidden from the RBI in 
a conspiracy between the 
bank’s officials and HDIL. 

“A special investigation 
team has been constituted 
to probe the matter. We will 
first examine the informa¬ 
tion we have received from 
the RBI and all documents 
from the bank, and on that 
basis will start questioning 
the accused,” the officer 
said. 

Meanwhile, a group of 
activists, lawyers, and char¬ 
tered accountants, who are 
account holders at PMC 
Bank, moved Bombay High 
Court on Monday seeking 
to quash the direction is¬ 
sued by the RBI imposing a 
restriction on withdrawal li¬ 
mit of H0,000 for six 
months. 


Court reserves 
verdict in Bihar 
shelter case 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

A Delhi court on Monday 
reserved judgment in the 
Muzaffarpur shelter home 
sexual assault case in 
Bihar. 

Additional Sessions 
Judge Saurabh Kulshrestha 
reserved the judgement on 
conclusion of final argu¬ 
ments. 

Main accused Brajesh 
Thakur and 20 others are 
facing trial. Several girls 
were allegedly raped and 
sexually abused at the shel¬ 
ter home. 

The court had on March 
30 framed charges of rape, 
criminal conspiracy, sexual 
assault, drugging of minors 
and criminal intimidation 
against the accused, and 
the trial began on April 3. 

Thakurwas charged un¬ 
der the POCSO Act. 


Centre agrees to 
appoint AFT chief 


Unions call 
national strike 
for January 8 


LEGA L CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The Centre on Monday said 
it was willing to appoint 
former Delhi High Court 
Chief Justice Rajendra Me- 
non as Chairman of the 
Armed Forces Tribunal 
(AFT). 

Appearing before a 
Bench led by Chief Justice of 
India Ranjan Gogoi, Attor¬ 
ney General K.K. Venugopal 
said since the Chief Justice 
of India had recommended 
the appointment of Justice 
Menon, the government had 
no hesitation in approving 
it. 

Mr. Venugopal said the 
file of Justice Menon was un¬ 
der consideration of the Ap¬ 
pointments Committee of 
the Cabinet. 

The incumbent chairper¬ 
son of the AFT, Justice Vi- 
render Singh, is scheduled 



Justice Rajendra Menon 


to retire on October 6. 

The two judicial mem¬ 
bers are due to retire in De¬ 
cember this year. 

Petitions were filed on 
the amendments that in¬ 
tend to give the government 
a monopoly over appoint¬ 
ments to key tribunals des¬ 
pite the fact that the govern¬ 
ment is a litigant in all of 
them. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Trade unions on Monday 
called a nationwide strike 
for January 8 next against 
the Centre’s policies, in¬ 
cluding the reforms to the 
labour law, which they 
termed “anti-worker, anti¬ 
people and anti-national”. 

Representatives of 10 
unions gave the call at a 
convention here. 

These include the IN- 
TUC and AITUC among 
others. 

“ Under the pretext of 
recession, the government 
is cutting corporate taxes 
and giving big companies 
bonanza to the tune of 
U.45 lakh crore from the 
exchequer, while spending 
not a penny on job security 
or employment allo¬ 
wance,” they said in a 
statement. 



WEATHER WATCH 


RAINFALL, TEMPERATURE & AIR QUALITY IN SELECT METROS YESTERDAY 


TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTION DATA: CPCB, MAP: INSAT/lMD (TAKEN AT 18.00 HRS) 

Forecast for Tuesday: Heavy to very heavy rainfall likely over 
eastern Rajasthan, western Madhya Pradesh, Assam, Meghalaya, 
West Bengal, Sikkim, Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram, Tripura, Gu¬ 
jarat, central Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Puducherry and Kerala 


CITY 

RAIN 

MAX 

MIN 

CITY 

RAIN 

MAX 

MIN 

Agartala. 

.. 11.6.. 

..32.2.. 

..23.3 

Kozhikode. 

.... 4.2.. 

..32.0.. 

..24.8 

Ahmedabad.... 

.. 15.0.. 

..29.0.. 

..23.9 

Kurnool. 


..34.1.. 

..24.9 

Aizawl. 


..26.2.. 


Lucknow. 

.... 1.3.. 

..26.7.. 

..22.4 

Allahabad. 

.... 0.5.. 

..29.6.. 

..23.4 

Madurai. 

.. 11.5.. 

..31.6.. 

..24.8 

Bengaluru. 


..30.3.. 

..21.4 

Mangaluru. 


..32.1.. 

..22.5 

Bhopal. 

.... 1.2.. 

..30.3.. 

..21.9 

Mumbai. 

.... 4.1.. 

..32.6.. 

..26.0 

Bhubaneswar.. 


..31.3.. 

..22.7 

Mysuru. 


..29.5.. 

..20.0 

Chandigarh .... 

.. 22.6.. 

..23.0.. 

..22.1 

New Delhi. 


..32.0.. 

..23.8 

Chennai. 


..32.8.. 

..26.5 

Patna . 

.. 91.6.. 

..25.8.. 

..22.3 

Coimbatore.... 


..31.1.. 

..24.4 

Port Blair. 


..31.9.. 

..25.4 

Dehradun. 

.. 29.1.. 

..26.7.. 

..20.1 

Puducherry. 

.... 4.9.. 

..32.2.. 

..23.2 

Gangtok. 

.. 14.8.. 

..16.9.. 

..14.7 

Pune. 


..31.1.. 

..19.2 

Goa. 


..32.3.. 

..24.6 

Raipur. 


..31.0.. 

..22.4 

Guwahati. 

.... 2 . 0 .. 

..30.2.. 

..24.0 

Ranchi. 

.... 5.4.. 

..29.0.. 

..20.5 

Hubballi. 


..29.0.. 

..22.0 

Shillong. 

. 10.5.. 

..20.3.. 

..14.4 

Hyderabad. 

... 0.4.. 

..30.1.. 

..22.4 

Shimla. 

.. 20.8.. 

..16.8.. 

..12.9 

Imphal. 

.. 36.0.. 

..29.6.. 

..18.7 

Srinagar. 



..13.4 

Jaipur. 

....8.9.. 

..32.6.. 

..23.0 

Thiruvananthapuram.. 

.. 18.8.. 

..32.0.. 

..24.4 

Kochi. 

.. 20.6.. 

..30.2.. 

..23.8 

Tiruchi. 

.. 13.1.. 

..30.2.. 

..23.8 

Kohima. 

....4.6.. 

..22.4.. 

..14.8 

Vijayawada. 

.... 0.6.. 

..32.8.. 

..25.2 

Kolkata. 

.... 3.6.. 

..32.3.. 

..24.7 

Visakhapatnam. 

.. 19.4.. 

..30.4.. 

..25.0 


(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius) 

Pollutants in the air you are breathing 

CITIES SO 2 NO 2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE 

Ahmedabad. 105 .72 113 ...32 ...36 ....■ 

Bengaluru.8 .21 .65 ...71 - ....■ 

Chennai.6 .14 .63 ...49 - ....■ 

Delhi.5 .68 .34 ...65 .206 ....■ 

Hyderabad.6 .46 .45 ...95 - ....■ 

Kolkata.14 .33 .13 ...39 ...43 ....■ 

Lucknow.2 .26 .57 ...16 - ....■ 

Mumbai.12 .24 .15 ...19 ...57 ....■ 

Pune.86 ...8 .68 ...32 ...32 ....■ 

Visakhapatnam ...- ..- .71 - - ....■ 

Air Quality Code: ■ Poor ■ Moderate ■ Good (Readings indicate average AQI) 
SO 2 : Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system, 
making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air 
particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues 
and monuments. 

NO 2 : Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by 
reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters. 

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to 
critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause 
dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death. 

PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes, 
nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced 
lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature 
death in people with heart or lung disease 


Yesterday 


In observation made at 
4.00 p.m., Trivandrum, 
Kerala recorded an overall 
air quality index (AQI) 
score of 156 indicating a 
moderate level of 
pollution. In contrast, 
Asansol, West Bengal 
recorded a healthy AQI 
score of 22 


Viju Khote, who played Gabbar Singh’s henchman, dead 


Despite acting in 300 films, he became 
synonymous with Kaalia in Sholay 



Viju Khote, right, photographed along with Me Mohan who 
played the role of Sambha in Sholay. ■ v. sudershan 


NAMR ATAJOSHI 

MUMBAI 

Sometimes it just takes a 
small role or two to make an 
artiste immortal. It could al¬ 
so become a cross to bear, 
covering up the many other 
talents, accomplishments 
and achievements. 

Despite the 300 films and 
about 30 TV shows behind 
him, actor Viju Khote, who 
passed away on Monday 
morning due to multiple or¬ 
gan failure, became synony¬ 
mous with Kaalia, the hench¬ 


man of the dreaded dacoit 
king Gabbar Singh that he 
played in Ramesh Sippy’s 
classic Indian Western 
Sholay. 

He caught the public eye 
with the get-up itself - bushy 
brows, twirled-up mous¬ 
tache with tilak on the fore¬ 
head and a taweez (talisman) 
around the neck. An entire 
generation, for whom the 
film has been a cinematic Bi¬ 
ble of sorts, would easily re¬ 
call the chain of events on 
screen. Kaalia along with two 


others from Gabbar’s troupe, 
on a mission to extort goods 
from the villagers of Ram- 
garh, is driven away by Tha- 
kur’s new recruits Jai and 
Veeru. 


It leads on to the long, 
iconic sequence, involving 
Kaalia’s timid and frightful 
(and also untranslatable in 
English) exchange with a li¬ 
vid Gabbar, that has been by- 


hearted by many a fan - “Te- 
ra kya hoga Kaalia ... Sardar 
maine aaplca namalc lchaya 
hai... Ab goli kha”. 

Fruit of labour 

Just these two scenes in an 
over three-hour film were all 
Khote had to make an indeli¬ 
ble impact. As he said in a 
2015 interview to The Times 
of India, the scenes involved 
10 days of shoot and fetched 
him a royal pay packet of 
^2,500 as well as the pain of 
falling from the unruly 
horse, not once but six 
times. 

He went on to feature in 
many popular films like Qur- 


bani, Karz, Qayamat Se 
Qayamat Talc, Atithi Turn 
Kab Jaoge and the recent 
Golmaal 3. His last signifi¬ 
cant outing was Rajesh Ma- 
puskar’s Marathi film. 
Ventilator. 

Despite the role of a dacoit 
turning him famous, Khote 
went on to get circumscribed 
by comic appearances. 

What got entirely side¬ 
lined is the stint in Marathi 
cinema and in theatre. In an 
interview in 2015, he spoke 
about acting with Amjad 
‘Gabbar Singh’ Khan in a play 
directed by his brother Im- 
tiaz, called To This Night A 
Dawn. 


Ganesha idol removed 
from Meghalaya NIT 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

GUWAHATI 

The National Institute of 
Technology (NIT), Megha¬ 
laya, on Monday removed 
an idol of Lord Ganesha 
from the campus following 
protests by a local organisa¬ 
tion in the Christian-majori- 
ty State. 

The idol was installed ce- 


Swap plastic 
with sapling, 
cloth in Assam 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

GUWAHATI 

A district in western Assam 
is offering a sapling and a 
cloth bag in exchange for a 
kilogram of plastic from 
Tuesday. Apart from mak¬ 
ing a statement against 
plastic pollution, the “bar¬ 
ter system” is expected to 
promote an array of cloth 
bags to be made exclusive¬ 
ly by women self-help 
groups in Bongaigaon. 


remoniously in the premis¬ 
es in Shillong on September 
23. Three days later, the 
Jaintia Students’ Union ob¬ 
jected and said the idol 
could undermine the insti¬ 
tute’s secular fabric and “in¬ 
cite communal sentiments” 
among the students and 
staff belonging to other 
faiths. 


MINISTRY OF HEALTH & FAMILY WELFARE 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
NOTICE INVITING REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP) 


FOR APPOINTMENT OF ARCHITECTURAL CONSULTANT FOR 
NEW AIIMS BIBINAGAR (TELANGANA) 


No. HITES/AIIMS BIBINAGAR/RFP/2019 Dated 01.10.2019 

HLL Infra Tech Services Ltd. (HITES) as Executing Agency of MoHFW, GOI, 
invites online RFP from eligible Architectural Firms/Consortium of Firms for 

“Preparation of Master Plan & Concept Designs for proposed New AIIMS at 
Bibinagar, Telangana”, under PMSSY. 

The details are available in www.eprocure.gov.in. The last date of submission of 
RFP is 25.10.2019 up to 11:00 hrs. For Corrigendum's / Amendments, if any 
issued subsequently will be notified in the above website only. 

AVP (IDD) & Head (IDS) 
HLL Infra Tech Services Ltd 


i 

TIRUMALA TIRUPATI DEVASTHANAMS: TIRUPATI chittoor dist., andhra pradesh. 

OFFICE 0 FTHE CHIEF ENGINEER e-PROCUREMENT TENDER NOTICE AcIv.No.11/D3/CE/TTD/2019-20 

SI. 

No. 

NIT No. 

Name of the work 

Estimate Amount 
Rs. in Lakhs & Time 
for Completion 

Schedule 
Download 
Start Date 

Down load End 

Date & Last Date for 
Bid Submission 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

| SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER-II 1 

1) 

167/SE-ll/ 

TTD/2019-20 

Expression of Interest for disposal of 

Dry Waste Generated from Tirumala 

EOI 

OFFLINE TENDER 
15 Years 

03-10-2019 
5.00 p.m. 

21-10-2019 

1.00 p.m. 

& 3.00 p.m. 

For NIT N0:167/SE-Il/TTD/2019-20 EOI document can be downloaded from TTD Website (www.tirumala.org) and also can be 
purchased at O/o SE-II, TTD, Tirupati from 03-10-2019 5.00 p.m. to 21-10-2019 up to 1.00 p.m. 1ST during office hours and shall be 
Deposited in Tender Box kept in O/o SE-II, TTD, Tirupati on or before 21-10-2019 by3.00 p.m. 1ST. 

SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER - (Elec) 

2) 

99/SE-Elec/ 

TTD/2019-20 

Providing of Centralized AC System to 

Sri Padmavathi Kalyanamandapam Block No. 1 
to 3 (1,2&3) and Sri Srinivasa Kalyana¬ 
mandapam Block No.l to 4 (1,2,3 & 4) 
in ESD-PAT, Tirupati. 

Open Tender 

6 Months 

30-09-2019 
5.00 p.m. 

16-10-2019 

1.00 p.m. & 

3.00 p.m. 

NOTE: For full details log on to the website https://tender.apeprocurement.gov.in/or http://www.apeprocurement.gov.in 

Roc.No.PR4/13910/Adv.No.258/PRO/2019/30-09-2019. EXECUTIVE OFFICER 


BRUHAT BENGALURU MAHANAGARA PALIKE 

Office of the Executive Engineer, Project South, South Zone 
office complex, 9th Main, 9th Cross, Jayanagara 2nd Block, 
Bengaluru - 560 Oil. 

No: EEP(S)/E-procu/07/2019-20 Date: 30.09.2019 


INVITATION FOR TENDER (IFT) 

(Two Cover System) - KW-3 & 4 (Through GOK e-Procurement Portal only) 


The Executive Engineer, Project South, BBMP, invites tenders on 
behalf of the Commissioner, BBMP, Bengaluru from 
eligible Tenderers for the construction of works detailed in the 
table below. 


Name of the Works 


Improvements and Development of 
Dhobi Ghat in Banashankari 2nd Stage 

in Ward No-165. 


Construction of Compound Wall and 
Washing Platform and other Develop¬ 
mental Works at Dhobi Ghat in Ward 
No-165 Ganesh Mandira 


Development of Play Ground at 
Netkallapa Circle Improvements to 
Kala Bhavana and Shuttle Court in 

Ward No-154. 


Providing CC Drain Metalling and 
Asphalting to Roads at Balaji Layout 
in Doddanagamangala Village (2nd Call) 


Development of Park in Ward No-177 
J.P.Nagara (2nd Call) 


Approx. Amount put 
to Tender (l in Lakhs) 


130.58 


195877/- 


86.12 


172245/- 


89.19 


86.07 


75.00 


EMD 

(in ?■) 


178380/- 


103284/- 


150000/- 


Calendar of Events : (1 ) Tenders must be submitted online through 
e-procurment portal on or before 31.10.2019 at 4:00 pm. 
(2) Pre-Bid meeting will be held on 16.10.2019 at 3:00 pm in 
the Office of the Exective Engineer (South) (3) Last Date for 
Receipt of Tenders is 31.10.2019 upto 04:00 pm. (4) Opening 
of Technical Bid: 02.11.2019 at 4:30 pm. (5) Financial Bid 
opening date: 06.11.2019 at 4:00 pm or After Technical bid 
Approval. Further details may be obtained from the above 
office during office hours on working days or from website: 
https://eproc.karnataka.gov.in ^_ 

Executive Engineer - Project South 


Pay Development Charges - Help to Develop Bengaluru 


A ND-NDE 
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Dangerous precedent 


The EC’s order on Sikkim CM’s disqualification 
goes against the anti-graft current in law 

T he Election Commission (EC)’s order reducing 
the period of Sikkim Chief Minister Prem Singh 
Tamang’s disqualification from electoral contest 
is morally wrong and a dangerous precedent that may 
end up reversing the trend towards decriminalising pol¬ 
itics. Under Section 11 of the Representation of the Peo¬ 
ple Act, 1951, the EC indeed has the power to remove or 
reduce the disqualification attached to a conviction. 
However, this has been used rarely, and seldom in a 
case involving a conviction for corruption. Mr. Tamang 
was convicted under the Prevention of Corruption Act 
for misappropriating ?9.50 lakh in the purchase of 
milch cows for distribution in 1996-97. His one-year pri¬ 
son term was upheld by the High Court and the Su¬ 
preme Court. He went to jail and was released on Au¬ 
gust 10, 2018. He was controversially - and in brazen 
disregard of the Supreme Court’s 2001 ruling in the 
case of late Tamil Nadu Chief Minister Jayalalithaa - ap¬ 
pointed Chief Minister by the Sikkim Governor earlier 
this year. Mr. Tamang did not contest, but was elected 
legislature party leader by the Sikkim Krantilcari Mor- 
cha (SKM), which won the election. His appointment as 
Chief Minister was challenged in the Supreme Court. 
Meanwhile, he approached the EC for removing his dis¬ 
qualification. His main argument was that the law pre¬ 
vailing at the time of his offence entailed disqualifica¬ 
tion only if the sentence was for a term of two years or 
more; and that the amendment in 2003, under which 
any conviction under the anti-corruption law would at¬ 
tract the six-year disqualification norm, should not be 
applied to him. 

Disqualification from contest is a civil disability creat¬ 
ed by electoral law to keep those convicted by criminal 
courts from entering elected offices. It is not a second 
punishment in a criminal sense. Mr. Tamang cannot ar¬ 
gue that disqualification for a one-year term amounts to 
being given a punishment not prevalent at the time of 
the offence. The EC decision also goes against the grain 
of a series of legislative and judicial measures to streng¬ 
then the legal framework against corruption in recent 
years. The apex court has described corruption as a se¬ 
rious malady and one impinging on the economy. In 
2013, the protection given to sitting legislators from im¬ 
mediate disqualification was removed. Further, com¬ 
mon sense would suggest that disqualification should 
be more strictly applied to those convicted for corrup¬ 
tion. Legislators handle public funds, and there is good 
reason to keep out those guilty of misusing them. Mr. 
Tamang, even by virtue of the order reducing his dis¬ 
qualification to one-year-and-a-month, was not eligible 
to be sworn in, as his disqualification continued till Sep¬ 
tember 10. Yet, he is now eligible to contest a byelection 
and retain his post. The EC is already battling a percep¬ 
tion that its actions are partisan. Its order in favour of 
Mr. Tamang, coming just a day after the BJP struck an 
alliance with the SKM for bypolls to be held on October 
21, is bound to further strain its credibility. 


Testing time 

As India plays South Africa, it has the chance 
to strengthen its Test position 

I ndia began its campaign in the ICC World Test Cham¬ 
pionship on a rousing note a few weeks ago, over¬ 
whelming the West Indies 2-0 in the Caribbean. The 
result put India on top of the nascent Championship ta¬ 
ble with 120 points, and made Virat Kohli the country's 
most successful Test captain with 28 wins. It may be ar¬ 
gued that the West Indies was not the hardest of oppo¬ 
nents, but Kohli’s men were hugely impressive. Hanu- 
ma Vihari and Ajinkya Rahane scored tough runs while 
Jasprit Bumrah proved virtually unplayable. Mo¬ 
hammed Shami and Ishant Sharma were relentlessly 
good too as Kohli rejoiced in the might of his pace bat¬ 
tery. His team now has a chance to strengthen its posi¬ 
tion in the World Test Championship when the three- 
match series against South Africa begins in Visakhapat- 
nam on Wednesday. India has established a 
near-impregnable home record, having lost only one of 
its last 29 Tests on home soil, a record stretching back 
some six-and-a-half years. Key to that dominance has 
been the mastery India’s spin bowlers have exerted ov¬ 
er touring sides, and the home team’s superior batting, 
helmed by Kohli and Cheteshwar Pujara. 

At first glance, this South Africa team in transition ap¬ 
pears unlikely to offer a stern challenge. When the side 
was here last for a Test series, in 2015, it was tormented 
by spin. No South African batsman barring A.B. de Vil- 
liers managed more than 150 runs over the four Tests. 
Indeed only two others even got to triple figures for the 
series. Faf du Plessis, who is now captain, averaged less 
than nine. Yet, it would be unwise to consider the cur¬ 
rent contest a foregone conclusion. Aiden Markram has 
been in form in the preparatory matches, and in Kagiso 
Rabada, Lungi Ngidi and Vernon Philander, the visitor 
has a potent pace attack, even if the conditions are un¬ 
likely to favour the three. And India can be vulnerable. 
There is an over-reliance on Kohli and Pujara. Mayank 
Agarwal and Hanuma Vihari have played only 10 Tests 
between them. Rishabh Pant, who was India’s wicket¬ 
keeper in the West Indies, is still developing as a player. 
The BCCI selectors have made a bold decision to choose 
Rohit Sharma as opener. A colossus in One-Day cricket, 
the Mumbai batsman has failed to convince in the lon¬ 
ger format. He will now hope to seize this chance. India 
will also be without the services of Bumrah, who has 
suffered a stress fracture in the back. It is not a gap easi¬ 
ly filled. This series is also an opportunity for R. Ash- 
win, in and out of the side, to remind the world of his 
worth. A rigorous examination awaits South Africa. 



The link between jobs, farming and climate 

It is imperative to focus on agricultural production in devising a long-term solution to the problem of unemployment 



PULAPRE BALAKRISHNAN 


A t a panel discussion hosted 
recently by the students of 
Delhi’s Ambedkar Universi¬ 
ty, the topic was, ‘Are we heading 
for an economic crisis?’ Presuma¬ 
bly, they had been prompted by 
the all-absorbing news of a slowing 
economy. It is indeed correct that 
such a slowing is taking place. 
Growth has slowed for the past 
few quarters - the past two-and-a- 
half years, if we go by annual 
growth rates. 

That this has not been comfort¬ 
ing to the government is evident 
from the fact that its Ministers are 
running from pillar to post in an 
effort to goose the economy. But 
should we be worried? 

Those who heard the address to 
the United Nations climate change 
summit by the teenager Greta 
Thunberg earlier this month may 
not be as worried about economic 
growth as the government is. Glo¬ 
bally, industrial growth driven by 
mindless consumption is the 
cause of climate change, now un¬ 
mistakably upon us. But India 
does need some growth as income 
levels here are still very low. The 
problem of low incomes can, ho¬ 
wever, be tackled even with less 
growth so long as it is of the appro¬ 
priate type. So, the slowing of 
growth in India cannot reasonably 
be termed a crisis. 

Rural unemployment 

There is, however, one feature of 
the economy that does answer 
positively to the query of whether 


it is in crisis today, and that is un¬ 
employment. Figures reported in 
the report of the last Periodic La¬ 
bour Force Survey point to a dra¬ 
matic rise in the unemployment 
rate since 2011-12, when the pre¬ 
vious survey on unemployment 
was undertaken. Apart from the 
category of ‘Urban Females’, the 
most recent estimate of unemploy¬ 
ment shows that it is the highest in 
the 45 years since 1972-73. But 
even for ‘Urban Females’, it is dou¬ 
ble what it was in 2011-12. For the 
largest cohort, namely ‘Rural 
Males’, in 2017-18, it is four times 
the average for the 40 years up to 
2011-12. These figures should con¬ 
vince us of the existence of a grave 
situation, if not crisis, with respect 
to employment in the country. In 
the average country of the OECD, 
an increase in unemployment of 
such magnitude would have trig¬ 
gered a nationwide debate, not to 
mention agitation on the streets. 

The government has responded 
to the slowing of growth by an¬ 
nouncing a range of measures, the 
most prominent of them being the 
reduction in the corporate tax 
rate. While this may have a posi¬ 
tive effect, the move is not based 
on the big picture. The tax cut is 
meant to be a remedy for stagnant 
corporate investment. But if the le¬ 
vel of corporate investment itself 
reflects some underlying reality, it 
is only by tackling the latter that 
we can get to the root of the pro¬ 
blem. A large part of corporate 
sales is driven by rural demand, 
reflected in the reported lay-offs 
by biscuit manufacturers. We do 
not hear their voices or, more im¬ 
portantly, the government does 
not, as they are less organised 
than some other sections of the 
corporate world, the automobile 
industry being one such. 


The rural picture matters not 
only because the largest numbers 
are located there but also because 
of their low incomes. This means 
that the future growth of demand 
for much of industrial production 
is likely to come from there. After 
all, how many more flat-screen te¬ 
levisions can an urban middle- 
class household buy once it alrea¬ 
dy possess one? The high unem¬ 
ployment rate for ‘Rural Males’ 
does suggest that we have zoomed 
in up to a reasonable degree of 
precision on the site of low de¬ 
mand. 

Production decline 

We must now answer the question 
of why rural incomes are growing 
so slowly. The recent history of 
crop agriculture points towards 
one reason. In the nine years since 
2008-2009, this activity has re¬ 
corded zero or negative growth in 
five. Put differently, in the majori¬ 
ty of years, it has shown no 
growth. The economy has very 
likely not seen anything like this 
since 1947. 

When growth fluctuations in¬ 
clude production decline, a partic¬ 
ular feature emerges. Households 
incurring consumption debt in 
bad crop years would be repaying 
it in the good ones. This implies 
that consumption does not grow 
appreciably even in good years. 
Recognising the record of agricul¬ 
tural production is sufficient to 
grasp what we see in India today. 
This does not imply that other fac¬ 
tors do not matter, and we could 
imagine several, ranging from low 
export growth to the state of the 
banking sector, but this does sug¬ 
gest that poor agricultural perfor¬ 
mance is a significant explanation 
of slack domestic demand. Unsta¬ 
ble agricultural production first 



lowers the demand for agricultural 
labour and, subsequently, its sup¬ 
ply, showing up in greater unem¬ 
ployment. It has been pointed out 
that the investment rate has de¬ 
clined. This is indeed correct but 
this may well be a reflection of the 
poor agricultural performance. 
Private investment both follows 
output growth and leads it. When 
non-agricultural firms observe 
slow agricultural growth, they are 
likely to shrink their investment 
plans and may not revise their de¬ 
cision till this growth improves. 
Thus, attempting to influence the 
private investment rate is to only 
deal with a symptom. It is rural in¬ 
come generation that is the 
problem. 

Long-term solution 

Any long-term solution to the pro¬ 
blem of unemployment to which 
the slowing growth of the econo¬ 
my is related must start with agri¬ 
cultural production. Observing 
the performance of crop agricul¬ 
ture for close to a decade since 
2008-09, we might say that we are 
witnessing something wholly new 
in India. It has long been recog¬ 
nised that there is a crop-yield cy¬ 
cle related to annual variations in 
rainfall but we are now witnessing 


a stagnation. Now, unlike in the 
case of a cycle, recovery cannot 
simply be assumed. We would 
need the expertise of agricultural 
scientists to confirm what exactly 
is responsible for this state but it 
would not be out to place to ask if 
there is not a role for ecological 
factors in causing agricultural stag¬ 
nation. These factors encompass 
land degradation involving loss of 
soil moisture and nutrients, and 
the drop in the water table, lead¬ 
ing to scarcity which raises the 
cost of cultivation. Almost all of 
this is directly man-made, related 
as it is to over-exploitation or 
abuse, as in the case of excessive 
fertilizer use, of the earth’s re¬ 
sources. Then there the increas¬ 
ingly erratic rainfall, seemingly 
god-given but actually due to cli¬ 
mate change entirely induced by 
human action. A deeper adapta¬ 
tion is required to deal with these 
factors. Intelligent governance, re¬ 
source deployment and change in 
farmer behaviour would all need 
to combine for this. 

It is significant that the reality of 
an unstable agricultural sector 
rendering economy-wide growth 
fragile has not elicited an adequate 
economic policy response. Policy 
focus is disproportionately on the 
tax rate, the ease of doing business 
in the non-agricultural sector and 
a fussy adherence to a dubious fis¬ 
cal-balance target. It is now time to 
draw in the public agricultural in¬ 
stitutes and farmer bodies for 
their views on how to resuscitate 
the sector. We may be experienc¬ 
ing an ecological undertow, and it 
could defeat our best-laid plans for 
progress. 


Pulapre Balakrishnan is Professor ; 
Ashoka University , Sonipat and Senior 
FellowIIM Kozhikode 


A test for judicial review in India 

U.K. Supreme Court’s ruling on Parliament prorogation is an exemplar on how the judiciary should view executive actions 



MANURAJ SHUNMUGASUNDARAM 


T he highest court in the U.K., 
earlier this month, found 
that the actions of Prime Mi¬ 
nister Boris Johnson to prorogue 
Parliament were unlawful. The 
matter had come to be heard be¬ 
fore a panel of 11 Justices, the per¬ 
mitted maximum quota of serving 
Justices, of the Supreme Court. 
The verdict had the effect of 
quashing the Queen’s order to pro¬ 
rogue Parliament on the advice of 
the Prime Minister. By doing so, 
the U.K. Supreme Court asserted 
its majesty in the constitutional 
framework and functioned as the 
true sentinel on the qui vive. 

As legal ramifications of this de¬ 
cision ripple through common law 
countries and constitutional de¬ 
mocracies, what is equally star¬ 
tling is the time taken by the coun¬ 
try’s apex court to hold and 
conclude these proceedings. 

Prorogation in U.K. 

It was known that the Boris John¬ 
son-led government had promised 
to make Britain leave the Euro¬ 
pean Union by October 31, even if 
that meant an exit without a deal. 
The suspicion around actions of 
the government grew when Mr. 
Johnson advised the Queen to pro¬ 


rogue Parliament for it to recon¬ 
vene on October 14. The process 
was widely perceived to be a sharp 
and calculated move by the go¬ 
vernment to conclude the Brexit 
process with minimal parliamen¬ 
tary scrutiny. 

This triggered a legal challenge 
culminating with the Scottish 
Court of Session finding that the 
Prime Minister had misled the 
Queen with regard to the proroga¬ 
tion of Parliament. Simultaneous¬ 
ly, the matter was heard by the 
High Court of England and Wales, 
which ruled that the prerogative 
powers of the government were 
non-justiciable. These conflicting 
decisions were handed down on 
September 11. The appeals ema¬ 
nating from these two courts were 
heard by the Supreme Court bet¬ 
ween September 17 and Septem¬ 
ber 19 and the judgment was deli¬ 
vered on September 24. The entire 
judicial approach, in dealing with 
a matter concerning the “funda¬ 
mentals of democracy”, under¬ 
lines the effectiveness of the judi¬ 
cial review process when 
conducted in a timely manner. 

The last parliamentary session 
in the United Kingdom, which be¬ 
gan in June 2017 and lasted more 
than 340 days, was one of the lon¬ 
gest in recent history. The govern¬ 
ment justified that the prorogation 
was necessary under such circum¬ 
stances and also for the prepara¬ 
tion of the Queen’s Speech. 

Accepting these arguments, the 
Scottish Court of Outer House, in 



the first instance, dismissed the le¬ 
gal challenge on the grounds that 
this was a matter of “high policy 
and political judgment” and as 
such was non-justiciable. Allowing 
the appeal, the Inner House found 
that the advice given by Mr. John¬ 
son, which formed the basis for 
the Queen’s order, was justiciable 
and further, declared it to be un¬ 
lawful. Upholding this judgment, 
the Supreme Court confirmed that 
the prorogation was “unlawful be¬ 
cause it had the effect of frustrat¬ 
ing or preventing the ability of Par¬ 
liament to carry out its 
constitutional functions without 
reasonable justification.” In other 
countries following the Westmin¬ 
ster system of government, this 
decision should naturally lead to 
increased introspection of execu¬ 
tive actions and provide a boost to 
due parliamentary processes. 

Closer home, there have been at 
least two key executive actions this 
year that have undermined parlia¬ 


mentary processes: Reservation 
for Economically Weaker Sections 
and the Bills passed around Jam¬ 
mu and Kashmir (J&K). The Con¬ 
stitutional (One Hundred and 
Third) Amendment Act 2019 pro¬ 
viding reservation for Economical¬ 
ly Weaker Sections was brought 
for consideration of Parliament in 
less than 48 hours from the time 
the decision was taken by the 
Centre. By doing so, the govern¬ 
ment ensured that there was insuf¬ 
ficient time for Parliament scruti¬ 
ny. The Bills around J&K also 
suffered from a similar defect. 

Violation of rules 

The Monsoon Session of Parlia¬ 
ment was originally scheduled to 
end on July 26 but was extended to 
August 7 by the government. On 
August 5, the Jammu and Kashmir 
Reservation (Second Amendment) 
Bill, 2019 was suddenly intro¬ 
duced to the ‘Parliamentary List of 
Business’. When the Rajya Sabha 
convened, Home Minister Amit 
Shah, at 11.15 a.m., moved the Stat¬ 
utory Resolution proposing to nul¬ 
lify all clauses in Article 370 apart 
from Clause(l). Copies of the Bill 
and the Resolution were not pro¬ 
vided to MPs till 11.30 a.m. 

The conventional practice is 
that legislative documents are pro¬ 
vided at least a few days before 
they are tabled. This is done for 
the MPs understand the contents 
of the legislation, seek views and 
formulate their positions better. 

The manner in which both 


these Bills were introduced in Par¬ 
liament was also in direct violation 
of the Rules of Procedure and Con¬ 
duct of Business. In Rajya Sabha, 
specifically, Rule 69 talks about 
‘Motions after Introduction of 
Bills’ and ‘Scope of Debate’. Ac¬ 
cording to the proviso of Rule 69, 
there is discretion given to the 
Chairman in exceptional situa¬ 
tions. But, every discretionary 
power does require that the Chair¬ 
man must exercise it judiciously 
and with proper application of 
mind. There has been no cogent or 
detailed explanation given by 
those presiding our Houses of Par¬ 
liament as to why the government 
has been allowed to flout parlia¬ 
mentary rules and convention on 
more than one occasion. 

Such actions of governments of 
Mr. Johnson and Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi have revealed a 
complete disregard for established 
parliamentary processes. This has 
placed democratic institutions in 
the peril of being weakened. While 
the courts in the United Kingdom 
have made their determinations 
on these issues, there is sufficient 
material for Indian courts to assess 
whether executive actions have in¬ 
deed undermined parliamentary 
processes. How the court res¬ 
ponds to this challenge will deter¬ 
mine the majesty of the judicial re¬ 
view process in India. 


Manuraj Shunmugasundaram is an 
advocate and spokesperson of the Dravida 
Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK) 
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Not just Nehru’s call 

With elections 
approaching, Amit Shah is 
back again at the Nehru- 
bashing game (News page, 
“Kashmir curbs only in 
certain minds,” Sept. 30), 
paying scant regard to facts. 
India’s first war with 
Pakistan in 1947-1948 went 
on for more than 14 
months, much longer than 
the duration of the 
subsequent ones between 
the two nations. Jawaharlal 
Nehru had resisted 
intervention in Kashmir till 
the time Maharaja Hari 
Singh signed the 
Instrument of Accession, by 
which time the tribal 
invaders backed by the 
Pakistan Army were already 
on the doorsteps of 
Srinagar. In spite of this late 
entry, the Indian armed 
forces were able to drive 
back the invaders till the 


present-day Pakistan- 
occupied Kashmir. But, the 
war was far from easy, 
given the mountainous 
heights, the wintry 
conditions and many other 
factors. India had hoped 
that taking the matter to the 
UN would help in getting 
the aggressor to vacate the 
territories illegally occupied 
by it. The decision to this 
effect was taken by the 
Union Cabinet that 
consisted of stalwarts like 
Sardar Patel, B.R. 

Ambedkar and Syama 
Prasad Mukherjee. To 
insinuate that Nehru took 
this decision on his own 
without consulting them is 
to insult these personages. 

G.G. Menon, 

Tripunithura, Kerala 

Security matters 

It is fashionable in the print 
media today to go over the 


Kashmir issue with a fine- 
tooth comb (Editorial page, 
“Strictures in the name of 
security,” Sept. 30). The 
writer seems to have 
ignored that the situation in 
Ladakh and Jammu are 
almost normal. But with the 
mention of nuclear 
weapons by Pakistan 
President Imran Khan and 
with hundreds of terrorists 
waiting to cross the Line of 
Control to foment terror in 
the Kashmir Valley, the 
government can’t close its 
eyes to the reality that the 
country’s security is 
important. Hundreds of 
soldiers and civilians have 
sacrificed their lives in 
defending the Kashmir 
Valley. It will be prudent for 
observers to wait for some 
more time for normalcy to 
be restored there. 

Kangayam R. Narasimhan, 
Chennai 


Respect and rewards 

It is preposterous for an 
incumbent Prime Minister 
to boast that respect for 
India has gone up around 
the world since he assumed 
office. By making such a 
claim, in one sweep. Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi has 
undermined the valuable 
contributions of all his 
predecessors. Mr. Modi’s 
visit drew a blank on a 
number of bilateral trade- 
related irritants. While 
several other issues remain 
unresolved, will the signing 
of a questionable 
Memorandum of 
Understanding for investing 
$2.5 billion by Indian PSU 
Petronet in American LNG 
company Tellurian soften 
the hard stance of U.S. 
negotiators when the two 
sides return to talks? 

S.K. Choudhury, 

Bengaluru 


Call for help 

Incessant rains have taken 
Bihar’s troubles to its peak. 
Had this calamity struck in 
some other State, people 
would have put up stories 
on Instagram, added 
‘hashtags’ and changed 
their profile pictures to 
muster up support. Where 
are all the ‘woke citizens’ of 
the nation now? People are 
losing their lives, homes, 
property and their 
emotional and physical 
strength. Rainwater is 


entering homes and shops, 
rendering us isolated. The 
situation of the poor 
people, whose means of 
livelihood have got 
destroyed and who have no 
food or water to drink, is 
unimaginable. Sadly, many 
of our fellow Indians seem 
to have forgotten that Bihar 
too is part of the country 
and in need of help. 

Mrinalini, 

Patna 

MORE LETTERS ONLINE: 

www.hindu.com/opinion/letters/ 
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Creating jobs for young India 


Housing crisis, untouched 


If India does not make effective use of the strengths of its youth now, it may never do 



"New employment opportunities in construction created in rural India was 
18.9 million between 2005 and 2012, and fell sharply to 1.6 million between 
2012 and 2018." Workers at a construction site in Kolkata. -reuters 



JAYAN JOSE THOMAS 


Amartya Sen had once quipped that 
India’s unemployment figures were 
low enough to put many developed 
countries to shame. Professor Sen 
was, of course, not commending the 
country’s record in employment 
creation, but instead, highlighting 
the difficulties involved in measuring 
employment and unemployment in 
a developing country. 

Unemployment has been at the 
centre of public debates in India re¬ 
cently. The government’s Periodic 
Labour Force Survey carried out in 
2017-18 revealed that unemployment 
in the country reached an all-time 
high rate of 6.1%. What explains this 
sudden jump in unemployment in 
India, which had remained at a rath¬ 
er low rate of around 2% for several 
decades? 

Our estimates based on official 
employment surveys and the Census 
show that in 2018, there were 471.5 
million persons employed and 30.9 
million unemployed in India. At the 
heart of the unemployment problem 
in India were young, unemployed 
men aged 15 to 29 years who com¬ 
prised 21.1 million or 68.3% of all the 
unemployed in the country. To un¬ 
derstand how their numbers rose re¬ 
cently, we need to examine the beha¬ 
viour of not just labour demand but 
also labour supply over time. 

Rising numbers of job seekers 

First, the size of labour supply in In¬ 
dia is getting a boost from the rapid 
expansion of the working-age popu¬ 
lation in the country - the popula¬ 
tion of 15-59-year-olds increased at 
the rate of 14 million a year in the 
2000s. 

Second, the nature of labour sup¬ 
ply is changing too, with increasing 
enrolment of young adults for educa¬ 
tion and their rising job aspirations. 
Of all 15-29-year-old females in India, 
31% had been attending schools or 
colleges in 2018, up from 16.3% in 
2005 (although, it needs to be men¬ 
tioned here that there have been 
questions on the quality of education 
received and skills acquired by these 


young people). 

Third, the size of the workforce 
engaged in agriculture (and allied ac¬ 
tivities) has been declining in India: 
from 258.8 million in 2005 to 197.3 
million in 2018 (which still accounted 
for 41.9% of the total workforce in the 
country). This decline has been part¬ 
ly due to the ‘push’ from low-produc¬ 
tivity agriculture, which has suffered 
due to stagnant public investment 
from the 1990s onwards. The decline 
has also been driven by the ‘pull’ of 
new opportunities that emerge in the 
towns and cities. A significant num¬ 
ber of people who are ‘employed’ ac¬ 
cording to official statistics could ac¬ 
tually have been in ‘disguised 
unemployment’ in agriculture (con¬ 
sider a person who does no job but 
occasionally assists his family in cul¬ 
tivation). Young persons in rural 
areas will be increasingly keen to exit 
disguised unemployment in 
agriculture. 

As a result of the above-referred 
factors, there has been a significant 
increase in India in the supply of po¬ 
tential workers for the non-agricultu- 
ral sectors. These are 15-59-year-olds 
who are not students nor engaged in 
agriculture. If provided the relevant 
skills, they could possibly work in in¬ 
dustry, construction and services. 
Our estimates show that the poten¬ 
tial non-agricultural workforce in In¬ 
dia grew at the rate of 14.2 million a 
year between 2005 and 2012, which 
rose further to 17.5 million a year bet¬ 
ween 2012 and 2018. 


How has the growth of labour de¬ 
mand matched up to the job chal¬ 
lenge in India? Between 2005 and 
2012, construction had been the ma¬ 
jor source of employment in India, 
absorbing men who exited agricul¬ 
ture in rural areas, especially in Uttar 
Pradesh, Rajasthan, Bihar and Mad¬ 
hya Pradesh. The growth of con¬ 
struction jobs was associated with a 
revival in agricultural incomes and 
rural wages during this period. 

Labour demand lagging behind 

However, the growth of agricultural 
incomes and the rural economy in 
India slowed down markedly after 
2012. New employment opportuni¬ 
ties in construction created in rural 
India amounted to 18.9 million bet¬ 
ween 2005 and 2012, which fell 
sharply to 1.6 million between 2012 
and 2018. The size of the manufac¬ 
turing workforce in India declined by 
one million between 2012 and 2018, 
with micro and small firms in the in¬ 
formal sector suffering severe set¬ 
backs. At the same time, some seg¬ 
ments of the services sector, 
especially education and profession¬ 
al, business and allied services re¬ 
corded acceleration in employment 
growth after 2012. The crisis in the 
rural economy appears to have been 
moderated to some extent by an in¬ 
crease in governmental spending in 
2016-18. 

Even from 2005 to 2012, job crea¬ 
tion in industry, construction and 
services in India (at the rate of 6.3 


million a year) was inadequate to ab¬ 
sorb the increase in potential job 
seekers into these sectors (at the rate 
of 14.2 million a year). Between 2012 
and 2018, while the supply of poten¬ 
tial workers into the non-agricultural 
sectors accelerated (to 17.5 million a 
year), actual labour absorption into 
these sectors decelerated (to 4.5 mil¬ 
lion a year). Thus, the mismatch bet¬ 
ween potential supply of and de¬ 
mand for labour deepened after 
2012. While only the women suffered 
due to the mismatch during 2005- 
2012, young men were also affected 
after 2012. In fact, 30-59-year-old 
men managed to secure 90.4% of all 
new non-agricultural employment 
opportunities that emerged in India 
between 2012 and 2018, leaving too 
few new jobs for women and youn¬ 
ger men. 

Faced with the inadequate num¬ 
ber of new jobs generated in the eco¬ 
nomy, women withdrew altogether 
from the labour market. Of all 15-59- 
year-old women in India, only 23% 
were employed in 2018, down from 
42.8% in 2005. Correspondingly, 
there had been a sharp rise in the 
proportion of women who reported 
their status as attending to domestic 
duties in their own households. At 
the same time, the response of young 
men to the slow job growth in the 
economy was to continue in the la¬ 
bour market as job seekers. Among 
15-29-year-old men, there was an un¬ 
precedented increase in the number 
of the unemployed, from 6.7 million 
in 2012 to 21.1 million in 2018. This 
was indeed the main contributor to 
the sudden increase in overall unem¬ 
ployment in India. 

India faces a tough challenge in 
creating decent jobs for its growing 
young population. To tackle this, ac¬ 
tion will be needed on multiple 
fronts including investments in hu¬ 
man capital, revival of the produc¬ 
tive sectors, and programmes to 
stimulate small entrepreneurship. If 
the country is unable to make effec¬ 
tive use of the strengths of its young 
women and men now, it can perhaps 
never do so. Within the next two de¬ 
cades or so, India’s population will 
gradually start getting older, and it 
will be tragic for millions of poor In¬ 
dians to grow old before getting even 
moderately rich. 


Jay an Jose Thomas is Associate Professor, IIT 
Delhi. Views expressed are personal 


The draft Model Tenancy Act does little to address 
current issues in the rental housing market 



SWASTIK HARISH & EKLAVYA VASUDEV 


After several years in the making, a draft of 
the Model Tenancy Act, 2019, was released 
by the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs 
in July. Among other things, the Act aims to 
promote rental housing and ‘balance the in¬ 
terests’ of landowners and tenants. It covers 
residential and non-residential properties, 
but it is apparent from the framing that it is 
largely aimed at the urban residential sector. 

Limited scope 

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman stated 
in her Budget 2019 speech that the rental 
laws in India are archaic and do not address 
“the relationship between the Lessor and 
the Lessee realistically and fairly”. The Mo¬ 
del Tenancy Act, however, has a limited un¬ 
derstanding of this dynamic as it fails to take 
into account that a majority of tenancies in 
India are informal - there is not even a writ¬ 
ten agreement, let alone a registered one. 
These agreements are based on trust, word 
of mouth, and social kinship networks. The 
model Act could therefore have one of two 
consequences: either a majority of the rental 
agreements will continue to be unregistered 
thus nullifying the legislative intent of the 
Act, or the Act might formalise existing ar¬ 
rangements and lead to gentrification and, 
consequently, an increase in rents, which is 
the opposite of what it sought to achieve. 

The Act is laudable insofar as it provides 
for the constitution of Rent Courts and Tri¬ 
bunals. Thousands of rent cases clog the low¬ 
er judiciary and the process is lengthy and 
time-consuming. The Act provides for a 
time-bound process with dedicated courts 
for tenants and landlords. But the problem is 
that the jurisdiction or power of these courts 
to hear cases is limited to the tenancy agree¬ 
ment submitted to the Rent Authority. On 
the one hand, this implies that all future te¬ 
nancies that have been submitted to the Rent 
Authority shall be eligible to approach these 
courts. On the other hand, older tenancies 
and informal tenancies will still not fall un¬ 
der its jurisdiction. Thus, the twin problems 
of resolving older disputes and informal ar¬ 
rangements will continue. 

So, how can the Act be made more effec¬ 
tive? Put simply, the Act needs to respond in 
a realistic manner to actual housing market 
practices in our cities. First, counter-intui¬ 
tive as it may sound, the Act needs to focus 


on the upper end of the housing market in 
order to make a difference in the lower end 
of the market. It is known that vacancy - i.e., 
housing kept vacant for various reasons - is 
higher in the upper segments of the housing 
market. For instance, across urban India, va¬ 
cancy rates in urban areas is 10.1% while in 
slums it is 7.3%. We see several empty apart¬ 
ment projects in our cities, but rarely an un¬ 
occupied slum or low-income colony. Thus, 
an effective implementation of the Act in the 
upper segments of the housing market will 
allow some of these vacant houses to enter 
the rental market and serve to relieve the 
massive amount of pressure and demand on 
the lower segments. 

Second, even in letter the Act needs to dif¬ 
ferentiate between commercial tenancies 
that attract a lot more institutional invest¬ 
ment and residential tenancies that are lar¬ 
gely held between individuals and house¬ 
holds. The two markets are very different 
from each other. Even in development poli¬ 
cy, the outcomes required of the two sectors 
are entirely different - while commercial 
real estate underpins economic develop¬ 
ment, residential arrangements in urban 
areas offer security of tenure and access to li¬ 
velihoods, health and education. The two 
cannot be dealt with in a similar manner as it 
would be under this Act. One cannot piggy¬ 
back on another judicially. 

More investments 

A last but critical move will be to increase the 
supply of formal affordable rental housing - 
housing that can actually fall under the pur¬ 
view of the model Act. This requires invest¬ 
ment on the part of the Central and State go¬ 
vernments. Additionally, prior experience 
has shown that publicly provided rental 
housing will need structured efforts in man¬ 
agement, planning and design in order to 
achieve its inclusive agenda. Thus there is a 
case for the Central and State governments 
to develop schemes for the supply of formal 
affordable rental housing. As per the expe¬ 
rience of various countries, this could be in 
the form of housing built to rent for mi¬ 
grants, low-wage informal and formal work¬ 
ers, and students; rent-to-own housing for 
unsteady low-wage households; and even 
rental housing allowances/vouchers for the 
most marginalised in the housing market. To 
address the housing crisis and to ensure se¬ 
cure tenures for low-income households, the 
Act needs a wider ambit along with renewed 
efforts and investments. 


Swastilc Harish is senior lead, Urban Practitioners' 
Programme and the Design Lab, and Eklavya Vasudev 
is senior associate Legal , Indian Institute for Human 
Settlements 


Trump is hardly an exception 

The efforts of corrupt elite networks all over the 
world serve to distort democracy 


SUDH IR CHELLA RAJAN 

U.S. President Donald Trump recent¬ 
ly tweeted, “There has been no Presi¬ 
dent in the history of our Country 
who has been treated so badly as I 
have”. While he may be justified in 
expressing indignation at the media 
censure he is facing, no president in 
U.S. history has been embroiled in as 
many scandals as Mr. Trump. 

The call of Democrat and Speaker 
of the House of Representatives, Nan¬ 
cy Pelosi, to initiate impeachment 
proceedings against the President 
may simply be the last straw, but not 
the crown jewel, of a long list of alle¬ 
gations. Mr. Trump is accused of 
seeking the support of Ukrainian Pre¬ 
sident Volodymyr Zelensky in smear¬ 
ing the candidature of Mr. Trump’s 
Democratic opponent, former Vice 
President Joe Biden, as a precondi¬ 
tion for providing U.S. military aid to 
the Ukraine. The charge is that he is 
betraying both U.S. national security 
and the trust bestowed upon his of¬ 
fice for personal political gain. 

A web of connections 

Serious as this allegation is, it is hard 
to deny that for nearly three years 
the White House and its vast in¬ 
fluence were put up for sale to the 
highest bidder. Indians may well re¬ 
member the $38,000-per-plate din¬ 
ner party in February 2018 thrown to 
guests interested in doing transna¬ 
tional deals with the Trump Organi¬ 
zation. The prospective Trump Tow¬ 
ers project in Gurugram netted $15 
million in sales overnight as a result 
of that party. We do not know what 
access to other transnational busi¬ 
ness deals was provided to the 
buyers of the property. These and 
other examples represent the work¬ 
ings of a complex and powerful web 
of connections that Mr. Trump and 
his family have established, including 
with big oil and defence, contractors 
and other conglomerates. They also 
include groups managed by the Koch 
brothers, media outlets such as Fox 
News, foreign business and political 
elites in China, Mexico and Russia 
and several hundred shell companies 
that possibly comprise a more shado¬ 
wy set of players with murky connec¬ 
tions to the underworld, dark money 
and transnational syndicates. Banks 



and other financial entities, the Re¬ 
publican Party machine, lobbyists, 
donors and associated businesses 
may be one step removed from Mr. 
Trump’s inner circle, but their inter¬ 
ests are also well-supported. 

Strengthening demagoguery 

But perhaps most important for this 
elite network to prosper is the sizea¬ 
ble and unwavering public support 
for Mr. Trump, which is bolstered by 
the ridicule showered on his perso¬ 
nal behaviour by liberal sections of 
the media. His demagoguery is in¬ 
deed strengthened by the excessive 
focus on his image, even while elites 
in various parts of the globe quietly 
reap large benefits from their associa¬ 
tions with his inner circle. 

Mr. Trump’s actions may seem to 
be an especially egregious version of 
political corruption, which is nor¬ 
mally defined as the abuse of public 
office for private gain. Yet, it is hardly 
a novel feature of political life. As Mi¬ 
chael Johnston writes, political pow¬ 
er and wealth are deployed in diffe¬ 
rent settings, which are expressed as 
various syndromes of corruption in 
rich and poor countries. 

More recently, these syndromes 
appear to be transnational in scope. 
During the 2008 financial crisis, the 
existence of a crooked arrangement 
of vested interests manipulating mar¬ 
kets became widely known. The 2015 
Panama Papers pointed to secret 
connections across banks, politi¬ 
cians, the mafia and arms suppliers. 
Grand or political corruption is the¬ 
refore a process of elite power forma¬ 
tion, where the super-rich and po¬ 
werful manage to consolidate even 
more wealth and prestige. Their in¬ 
ternal deals are carried out with the 
help of both legitimate businesses 
and crime syndicates. These are po¬ 
tent enough to sustain vast routines 
of co-dependent enterprises, whose 
extended network effects form entire 
cultures. The efforts of corrupt elite 
networks serve to distort democracy 
and impoverish economic develop¬ 
ment. The ensuing conditions of ano¬ 
mie demand that we remain on high 
alert to their crimes. 


Sudhir Chella Rajan teaches at the 
Department of Humanities and Social 
Sciences, IIT Madras 
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DATA POINT 


Progress 

report 


According to AISHE* 2018-19, south India has a higher per capita proportion of colleges compared to the 
rest of the country. Despite six out of 10 colleges being private institutions, less than half the students 
study in them. The study also found that among Muslims aged 18-24, representation in higher education 
is glaringly Low compared to their proportion of the population in that age group. By Varun B. Krishnan 


More seats in 
the south 

Southern States 
have the highest 
number of 
colleges per lakh 
population (in 
the age group 
18-23). In the 
north, Himachal 
Pradesh has the 
highest. Bihar and 
Jharkhand have 
the lowest in the 
country 
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Enrolment 

pattern 

While private 
unaided colleges 
account for about 
65% of the total 
number of colleges, 
they account for 
less than half 
the number of 
students. Govt, 
colleges (22% of 
the total) account 
for 33.6% of 
students 


PRIVATE ■ GOVERNMENT 
■ PRIVATE, GOVERNMENT-AIDED 



0 10,000 20,000 30,000 

NO. OF COLLEGES 



0 1 cr. 2 cr. 

NO. OF STUDENTS 


Arts & Science 
most common 

The degrees 
with the 
highest number 
of students 
(including Masters 
and Doctorates) 
are Bachelor of 
Arts, Bachelor 
of Science and 
Bachelor of 
Commerce. 
M.B.B.S students 
account for just 
0.74% 



Minority report 

The share of enrolled minorities aged 18-24 has improved, 
but these communities continue to be underrepresented 
given their share of the total population in that age group 
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FROM THE ARCHIVES 

FIFTY YEARS AGO OCTOBER l, 1969 

Win over NZ in tense Test 

The tense contest between bat and ball in 
the first cricket Test match between India 
and New Zealand, which had in its grip a 
crowd averaging over 30,000 each day from 
Thursday last [September 25] at the Bra- 
bourne Stadium here [Bombay], ended 
about an hour after lunch to-day [September 
30]. India won the match by 60 runs and 
with more than two hours to spare. The New 
Zealand batsmen faced a difficult task, pitted 
as they were against the two top-class spin¬ 
ners, Prasanna and Bishen Singh Bedi on a 
pitch ideal for their exploitation. They could 
gather only 127 runs in the second innings 
to-day. This figure could have been lower if 
the home team’s catching in the deep had 
been any-where near the excellent efforts of 
its close-in fieldsman. Surti, who breathes 
aggression, standing round the batsman’s 
legs, brought off three catches to send back 
Murray, Congdon and Hastings the first at 
forward short-leg off Prasanna, a diving ef¬ 
fort, and the other two at gully off the bow¬ 
ling of Bedi. Altogether he held five catches 
in the match, which did help him to retain 
his place in the side for the Nagpur Test. 


A HUNDRED YEARS AGO OCTOBER l, 1919. 

Epigraphy in South India. 

The Progress Report of the Assistant Archae¬ 
ological Superintendent for Epigraphy, 
Southern Circle, for 1918-19, reveals expedi¬ 
tious work done in the increased examina¬ 
tion of inscriptions, publication etc. Apart 
from the particulars furnished of the various 
inscriptions translated and recorded, a side 
light is cast on social and administrative mat¬ 
ters. Among the archaeological finds is that 
of a very curious mystic charm (yantra) 
which is an object of worship in the Yan- 
troddharaka Hanuman temple, close behind 
the Kodandaramaswami temple. It consists 
of jumping figures of the monkey god each 
holding the tail of another arranged around 
another monkey god seated in the centre of 
a hexagon. The yantra is supposed to be a 
rare one of very great sanctity by the Madh- 
va Brahmins and their help is solicited in in¬ 
terpreting it. In this connection we may re¬ 
mark that the hexagon is the double triangle 
which is also a mystic symbol found in Chris¬ 
tian churches. It has been suggested that the 
double triangle is symbolic of the Yoni con¬ 
nection with Phallic worship which once 
prevailed in ancient days and of which the 
lingam is also a survival. 
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Kerala tops school 
education rankings 


The Index also included self- 
reported data from the 
States, which was verified 
by a third party agency. 

West Bengal refused to 
participate in the evaluation 
process and has not been in¬ 
cluded in the rankings. 

NITI Aayog CEO Amitabh 
Kant noted that the range of 
performance between the 
high ranking States and 
those at the bottom was 
wide, with a need to plug 
the gaps. 

“The thing that is a wor¬ 
rying sign for me is the equi¬ 
ty index,” Mr. Kant said, not¬ 
ing that most large States 
covered clustered around a 
60% score in this category. 

“This must be improved. 
It is essential to ensure that 
children from all back¬ 
grounds, all strata of socie¬ 
ty, get the same quality of 
education.” 

Among the large States, 
Tamil Nadu topped the 
equity index, which uses in¬ 
dicators such as the diffe¬ 
rence in language and math¬ 
ematics learning outcomes 
of students from the SC/ST 
and OBC students in compa¬ 
rison to the general catego¬ 
ry students, as well as their 
rate of transition to higher 


classes. It also compares the 
performance of girls versus 
boys, and students in rural 
and urban areas. Facilities 
for children with special 
needs and the provision of a 
girls’ toilet in schools were 
also included in the 
assessment. 

T.N. tops in access 

Tamil Nadu was also the 
best performer in the cate¬ 
gory on access outcomes 
that measured enrolment, 
the rate of transition to high¬ 
er classes and the percen¬ 
tage of out-of-school chil¬ 
dren mainstreamed into 
schools. 

Karnataka was the topper 
in the learning outcomes ca¬ 
tegory, which looked at the 
language and mathematics 
performance of Class 3, 
Class 5 and Class 8 students. 
This category had the high¬ 
est weightage in the index, 
accounting for a third of the 
total. 

The infrastructure and fa¬ 
cilities category had the low¬ 
est weightage, and looked at 
the percentage of schools 
which had computer labs, li¬ 
braries and vocational edu¬ 
cation. Haryana took the 
first rank in this category. 


‘Only four juveniles 
detained after August 5’ 


This was his third visit to the 
observation home. 

Justice Magrey was given 
a tour of the detention 
centre where he interacted 
with the juveniles. 

“We have filed a status re¬ 
port in the J&K High Court 
about the juveniles. A few 
were detained and booked 
after repeated attempts to 
counsel them failed. A cou¬ 
ple of juveniles were booked 
for throwing stones,” said 


the official. The petition 
in the Supreme Court was 
filed by child rights acti¬ 
vists Enakshi Ganguly and 
Shanta Sinha, who raised 
“substantial issues and al¬ 
leged detention of chil¬ 
dren.” 

It wanted the court to 
direct the government to 
file a status report and or¬ 
der the Juvenile Justice 
Committee to monitor in¬ 
cidents of detention. 


BJP, Shiv Sena seal poll alliance 

Fearing rebellion, both parties keep seat-sharing formula confidential 


Complete abuse of 
law, says Congress 

Cites Tamang, Chinmayanand cases 



Hard bargain: Shiv Sena president Uddhav Thackeray and 
Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis. -yogesh mhatre 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

After days of suspense and 
discussions, the Bharatiya Ja¬ 
nata Party (BJP) and the Shiv 
Sena on Monday announced 
their alliance for the Maha¬ 
rashtra Assembly election. 
Fearing rebellion, both par¬ 
ties have not yet disclosed 
the seat-sharing arrange¬ 
ment, which the leaders 
claim has been mutually 
accepted. 

The announcement, ho¬ 
wever, did not come from 
top leaders of both parties as 
expected. BJP State presi¬ 
dent Chandrakant Patil and 
senior Sena leader Subhash 
Desai issued a joint signed 
statement. 

The alliance includes the 
Republican Party of India 
(Athawale group) led by Un¬ 
ion Minister Ramdas Atha¬ 
wale, the Rashtriya Samaj 
Party of Dhangar leader Ma- 
hadevjankar, State Minister 
Sadabhau Khot’s Rayatkranti 
and the Shivsangram Party 
of Maratha leader Vinayak 
Mete. However, the state- 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

ICO L KATA 

A day after the Election 
Commission reduced his dis¬ 
qualification period to con¬ 
test election, Sikkim Chief 
Minister Prem Singh Tamang 
on Monday filed his nomina¬ 
tion papers to contest the 
October 21 byelection to the 
Poklok-Kamrang Assembly 
seat. 

The EC on September 29 
reduced Mr. Tamang’s dis¬ 
qualification period of six 
years for being convicted in 


h 


ment does not have the sig¬ 
natures of these four leaders 
or their representatives. 

‘New heights’ 

“Under the leadership of De¬ 
vendra Fadnavis and under 
the guidance of Uddhav 
Thackeray, the government 
of grand alliance took the 
State to new heights in the 
past five years and now, as 
per the democratic tradi¬ 
tions, we will be facing the 
polls. Following the discus¬ 
sions between Uddhav and 
Fadnavis and also with other 



Prem Singh Tamang 


a corruption case to one 
year, one month, making 
him eligible to contest the 
election. 


allies such as Ramdas Atha¬ 
wale, Vinayak Mete, Sadab¬ 
hau Khot, and Mahadev Jan- 
lcar, the decision to contest 
the upcoming elections in an 
alliance has been taken un¬ 
animously. As per that, we 
are announcing the grand al¬ 
liance,” the statement reads. 
The details about which par¬ 
ty will contest how many 
seats will be declared soon, 
it says. 

Earlier, Mr. Patil said, 
“The seat-sharing arrange¬ 
ment between both parties 
is complete and both have 


Today was the last day for 
filing nomination and Mr. Ta¬ 
mang met the deadline, Ja¬ 
cob Khaling, spokesperson 
of the ruling Sikkim Kranti- 
lcari Morcha (SKM) told The 
Hindu. 

Asked about the EC deci¬ 
sion, Mr. Tamang said it has 
been taken as per the Consti¬ 
tution and rules of the EC. 

Mr. Tamang, SKM presi¬ 
dent, took oath as the Chief 
Minister on May 27. 

The Constitutional provi¬ 
sions required him to be- 


agreed to it. But the official 
announcement will be made 
at the right time.” 

‘Let elections happen’ 

To a query, Mr. Patil denied 
that the Sena would be given 
the Deputy Chief Minister’s 
post. “Nothing of this sort 
has been decided. Let the 
elections take place,” he 
said. 

Commenting on the Sena 
leaders’ statement express¬ 
ing a wish for Aaditya Thack¬ 
eray, the first from the 
Thackeray family to contest 
an election, to be the next 
Chief Minister, Mr. Patil said 
it was natural for Sena lead¬ 
ers to wish their leader to get 
the top post. 

The delay in announcing 
seat-sharing between the 
two parties indicates that 
both fear large-scale rebel¬ 
lion. “It is natural that those 
who are sitting MLAs or ex¬ 
pecting ticket for five years 
feel agitated if the seat goes 
to the other party. We will 
talk to them and accommo¬ 
date them in future,” he said. 


come a member of the As¬ 
sembly in six months. 

In the Assembly election 
held earlier this year, Mr. Ta¬ 
mang’s SKM won 17 of the 32 
seats, ending the 25-year 
rule of Pawan Chamling and 
the Sikkim Democratic 
Front. In August, 10 MLAs of 
the SDF switched sides and 
joined the BJP. On the al¬ 
liance with the BJP, Mr. Ta¬ 
mang said the SKM was part 
of the National Democratic 
Alliance and both the parties 
will work together. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The Congress on Monday 
cited the reduction of Sik¬ 
kim Chief Minister Prem 
Singh Tamang’s disqualifica¬ 
tion period by almost five 
years; the commuting of the 
death sentence of former 
Punjab Chief Minister Beant 
Singh’s killer Balwant Singh 
Rajoana; and diluting the 
charges of rape against 
former Union Minister and 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
leader Swami Chinmaya¬ 
nand as examples of “com¬ 
plete abuse of law”. 

‘Clear message’ 

Addressing a press confe¬ 
rence, Congress spokesper¬ 
son Abhishek Singhvi said 
that in the case of Mr. Ta¬ 
mang - who was debarred 
from contesting any elec¬ 
tion until August 10, 2024 
and had to serve a one-year 
prison term sentence after 
his conviction was upheld 
by the Supreme Court - the 
Election Commission had gi¬ 
ven a clear message that a 
person was “immunised” 
from the law of the land if 
the person praised the Un¬ 
ion government. 

He said the common 
thread of “abuse of law” ran 
in the Home Ministry’s deci¬ 
sion to commute the death 
sentence of Balwant Singh 
Rajoana in the assassination 
case of former Punjab Chief 
Minister Beant Singh and 
the Uttar Pradesh Police fil¬ 
ing a milder charge against 
Swami Chinmayanand as 
well. 

The EC on Sunday re¬ 
duced Mr. Tamang’s dis¬ 
qualification period by al¬ 
most five years under a 
provision of the electoral 
law, paving the way for him 



lives that were lost 

ABHISHEK SINGHVI 

Congress spokesperson 

to contest the State Assemb¬ 
ly elections. He was found 
guilty of misappropriation 
of government funds in a 
cow distribution scheme in 
the 1990s, as the then Ani¬ 
mal Husbandry Minister. 

The Congress alleged that 
in the case of Balwant Singh 
Rajoana, too, political con¬ 
siderations took centre 
stage as the BJP’s ally, the 
Shiromani Akali Dal was op¬ 
posed to his death sentence 
and filed mercy petitions. 

‘What signal?’ 

“It’s not about one sitting 
Chief Minister Beant Singh 
[a Congress leader] but the 
16 innocent lives that were 
lost. What signal do you 
want to send?” asked the 
Congress spokesperson. 

Citing Swami Chinmaya¬ 
nand as the third example, 
Mr. Singhvi said charges 
against him have been 
framed under Section 376 
(C) of the Indian Penal Code 
that attracts milder punish¬ 
ment as the Section deals 
with misusing one’s official 
authority to seek sexual 
favours. 


Sikkim CM files nomination for bypoll 

Election Commission had reduced his disqualification period to contest election 


Alpesh Thakor gets BJP ticket 


Khattar to contest from Karnal 


Two former Congress MLAs in the party list for byelections 


Suppressing criticism a 
recipe for mistakes: Rajan 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

Calling for people in author¬ 
ity to tolerate criticism, 
former RBI Governor Raghu- 
ram Rajan has said suppress¬ 
ing criticism is a “sure-fire 
recipe” for policy mistakes. 

In a social media post 
ahead of the 150 th birth anni¬ 
versary of Mahatma Gandhi, 
Mr. Rajan said what made In¬ 
dia strong was its diversity 
and tolerance. “What makes 
it weak is narrow-minded¬ 
ness, obscurantism, and di¬ 


visiveness,” he said. 

Mr. Rajan said some of the 
criticism, including in the 
press, was ill-informed, mo¬ 
tivated, and that he had had 
its share of it in past jobs. 

“However, suppressing 
criticism is a sure-fire recipe 
for policy mistakes,” he said. 
“If every critic gets a phone 
call from a government 
functionary asking them to 
back off, or gets targeted by 
the ruling party’s troll army, 
many will tone down their 
criticism,” he said. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

AHMEDABAD 

The Bharatiya Janata Party 
has fielded two ex-Congress 
legislators Alpesh Thakor 
and Dhawalsinh Zala from 
Radhanpur and Bayad for 
the Assembly byelection in 
Gujarat. 

The party has also an¬ 
nounced candidates for the 
remaining four seats. They 
are: Jagdish Patel from Am- 
raiwadi in Ahmedabad, Aj- 
malbhai Thakor from Khera- 
lu, Jignesh Sevak from 
Lunavada and Jivrajbhai Pa¬ 
tel from Tharad. 

The byelections to these 
seats have been necessitated 



b 


Alpesh Thakor 

after their MLAs were elect¬ 
ed to the Lok Sabha. 

Alpesh Thakor and Dha¬ 
walsinh Zala defected to the 
ruling party ahead of the 
Lok Sabha election. 


Both were elected on 
Congress ticket in the 2017 
Assembly election. 

Congress list 

The Congress has so far an¬ 
nounced only four candi¬ 
dates. 

The Opposition party has 
fielded former Gujarat Youth 
Congress president Gulab- 
sinh Rajput from Tharad, 
Gulabsinh Chauhan from 
Lunavada, Jasu Patel from 
Bayad and Dharmendra Pa¬ 
tel from Amraiwadi. 

The party is yet to decide 
candidates for Radhanpur 
against Alpesh Patel and 
Kheralu. 


Wrestlers Yogeshwar Dutt, Babita Phogat in Elaryana list 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

CHANDIGARH 

Haryana Chief Minister Ma- 
nohar Lai Khattar will con¬ 
test from his Karnal Assemb¬ 
ly constituency as the BJP on 
Monday announced the first 
list of 78 candidates for the 
elections slated for October 
21. Mr. Khattar won the seat 
in 2014, and the party has 
announced him as its chief 
ministerial candidate. 

The list included promi¬ 
nent names from the sports 
field including ex-hockey 
team captain Sandeep 
Singh, Olympic wrestler Yo¬ 
geshwar Dutt and wrestler 



© 
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Manohar Lai Khattar 

Babita Phogat. They will 
contest the Pehowa, Baroda 
and Dadri seats, respective¬ 
ly. Subhash Barala, party 
State chief, would contest 
from Tohana, Health Minis¬ 
ter Anil Vij from Ambala, Lo¬ 


cal Bodies Minister Kavita 
Jain from Sonipat, and Fi¬ 
nance Minister Capt. Abhi- 
manyu from Narnod. 

Party national general se¬ 
cretary Arun Sharma said in 
Delhi while seven sitting 
MLAs had been dropped, 38 
would again be contesting. It 
also fielded nine women and 
two Muslims. 

The names were ap¬ 
proved by the party’s Cen¬ 
tral Election Committee, at a 
meeting chaired by presi¬ 
dent Amit Shah and Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, 
along with working presi¬ 
dent J.P. Nadda. 


‘Natural for India to introduce 
its language in global stage’ 

This is part of a global rebalancing, says Jaishankar 


Why insist Ayodhya land 
is divine, SC asks Hindus 

A legal fiction to create rights of the deity, responds counsel 


Unaware of Rajoana 
remission: Punjab 


Yet to receive communication,CM 


KRISH NADAS RAJAGOPAL 

NEW DELHI 

The Supreme Court on Mon¬ 
day asked the Ayodhya dei¬ 
ty’s lawyer why the Hindus 
insist the disputed land is 
divine. 

The court questioned 
why the Hindu parties want¬ 
ed the disputed land to be 
recognised as not only a sep¬ 
arate juristic person but also 
a divinity. 

“Why do you insist on di¬ 
vinity [to Ramjanmabhumi] 
to establish juristic personal¬ 
ity to the land? A ship is a ju¬ 
ristic person, but not di¬ 
vine...,” Justice S.A. Bobde, 
on the five-judge Ayodhya 
Bench led by Chief Justice 
Ranjan Gogoi, asked senior 
advocate K. Parasaran. 

‘Tangible form’ 

“Ordinary people need tan¬ 
gible forms of god to concen¬ 
trate while worshipping un¬ 
like those in a higher state of 
devotion,” Mr. Parasaran, re¬ 
presenting the Ayodhya dei¬ 
ty, Ram Lalla Virajman, re¬ 
plied. “But why is it in this 
case you need bestow divini¬ 
ty to the land?” Justice 
Bobde persisted. To this, Mr. 




Parasaran expanded the 
concept, but first asked a 
counter-question to the 
Bench. “Then why give di¬ 
vinity to the idol also?” Mr. 
Parasaran asked the judges. 

He then explained a legal 
fiction was created for a 
need. In this case, it was to 
secure the rights and obliga¬ 
tions of the deity. The land 
should be accorded a divine 
status to protect the people’s 
belief in it as the birthplace 
of Lord Ram. 

“The Janmasthan itself, 
being an object of worship 
by Hindus, was widely be¬ 
lieved to be a deity and offer¬ 
ing worship to the land con¬ 
stitutes the religious practice 
of a substantial and large 



class of persons who visit 
Ayodhya to worship Lord 
Ram. There is, thus, suffi¬ 
cient religious merit to treat 
the Janmasthan as a juristic 
entity on the basis of the be¬ 
lief that it is a manifestation 
of Lord Ram and hence 
sacred,” Mr. Parasaran 
submitted. 

Babur’s motivation 

Earlier in the day. Justice 
Bobde countered the Mus¬ 
lim side’s argument on the 
futility of trying to fix moral¬ 
ity in the conquests, wars 
and spoils of war of past cen¬ 
turies. This was in the con¬ 
text of the Hindus’ version 
that Mughal Emperor Babur 
demolished a temple dedi¬ 
cated to Lord Ram to build 
the Babri Masjid in the 16th 
century. “We are not here to 
see if Babur was a sinner. We 
are here to see if Babur fol¬ 
lowed the law on the secular 
use of property... to see if he 
was subject to any law,” Jus¬ 
tice Bobde observed. To 
this, advocate Nizam Pasha, 
for a Muslim party, ex¬ 
plained that Babur was the 
sovereign and what he did 
was the law at the time. 



SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI/CHANDIGARH 

The process to commute the 
death sentence of Balwant 
Singh Rajoana, convicted for 
killing former Punjab Chief 
Minister Beant Singh, is “un¬ 
der way”, a senior Home Mi¬ 
nistry official said on 
Monday. 

The Ministry said it had 
taken an in-principle deci¬ 
sion to commute his death 
sentence to life imprison¬ 
ment, and the decision 
would soon be conveyed to 
the President. 

However, Punjab Chief 
Minister Amarinder Singh 
said the State government 
was yet to receive any com¬ 
munication from the Minis¬ 
try, adding that the Centre 
had taken an independent 
decision on the release of 
the prisoners. 

Captain Amarinder said 
the Ministry had earlier 
sought a list of all Sikh pri¬ 
soners serving sentences 
under the repealed Terrorist 
and Disruptive Activities 
(Prevention) Act (TADA). 

“Rajoana was in the list of 
the 17 submitted by the State 
government to the Centre as 




Balwant Singh Rajoana 


he was a TADA prisoner who 
had completed more than 14 
years in jail, like the other 
prisoners on the list,” the 
Chief Minister said. 

The State government 
had merely sent the list of all 
long-term TADA prisoners, 
and had no role in the 
Centre’s reported decision 
to release Beant Singh’s kill¬ 
er or any other particular 
prisoner, he said. 

“The Congress’s stand on 
Beant Singh’s killers has al¬ 
ways been clear and consis¬ 
tent - that they should serve 
their full sentence,” he said. 

He, however, added that 
he was personally against 
the death penalty. 



SRIRA M LAKSHMAN 

WASHINGTON DC 

As India exerts itself more 
on the global stage, it is natu¬ 
ral for the country to use its 
language and metaphors 
more, External Affairs Minis¬ 
ter S. Jaishankar said on 
Monday. His comments 
were in response to a ques¬ 
tion from The Hindu on 
which of India’s many as¬ 
pects would be projected 
abroad. 

“Nobody disputes that In¬ 
dia is a pluralistic society 
and a pluralistic polity,” Mr. 
Jaishankar said. “Now be¬ 
cause you have multiple 
voices and different facets 
doesn’t mean that none of 
them should be projected.” 

The Minister was speak¬ 
ing at an event at the Wash¬ 
ington DC offices of the Car¬ 
negie Endowment for 
International Peace, a think 
tank, days after Prime Minis¬ 
ter Narendra Modi’s visit for 
bilateral meetings with U.S. 
President Donald Trump 
and to attend the United Na¬ 
tions General Assembly 
(UNGA). 

“It is I think natural today 
for a country which is in the 
position in which India is to 




S. Jaishankar 


articulate its ideas, use its 
metaphors, its language, 
both literally and concep¬ 
tually and introduce those 
into the international dis¬ 
course. The idea that our 
thinking is shaped from the 
brainwork of other societies, 
to me, defeats common 
sense,” Mr. Jaishankar said, 
adding that this was part of a 
global rebalancing that was 
taking place. 

Speeches in Hindi 

Mr. Modi’s address at the Cli¬ 
mate Action Summit on Sep¬ 
tember 23 and his UNGA ad¬ 
dress of September 27 were 
both in Hindi, as was his se¬ 
cond - and major (from the 
time perspective) - speech 
at the ‘Howdy, Modi!’ event, 
the Houston diaspora rally 



on September 22. Mr. Modi 
spoke a phrase, “Everything 
is fine,” in several languages 
in Houston. 

“Nobody looks askance at 
the fact that today the Chi¬ 
nese or the Japanese or the 
Russians or the Arabs speak 
their own language,” Mr. 
Jaishankar said, but stopped 
short of saying that Hindi 
should be the language India 
projects abroad. 

India is, however, one of 
the most linguistic diverse 
countries in the world and 
does not have a single lan¬ 
guage. While 43% of Indians 
speak Hindi, this also in¬ 
cludes Bhojpuri, Rajasthani 
and other languages within 
the broader grouping. 

Just 26% of Indians speak 
Hindi as a mother tongue, 
under the broader Hindi lan¬ 
guage group. The Hindu had 
reported earlier in Septem¬ 
ber. The numbers in The 
Hindu’s report were based 
on the 2011 Census. 

“Rebalancing is not just in 
GDP numbers. It is in terms 
of everything else you do in 
diplomacy... The world is, 
today, a more commonly 
owned enterprise,” Mr. 
Jaishankar said. 
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Centre plans fresh start from grassroots 

The focus is on devolution of power to Block Development Councils before winter arrives 



Road to democracy: Voters waiting during the panchayat polls held in J&K last year. ■ file photo 


NISTULA HEBBAR 

NEW DELHI 

The Jammu & Kashmir admi¬ 
nistration has announced 
elections to 316 Block Deve¬ 
lopment Councils (BDC) on 
October 24 as the next step 
towards devolution of pow¬ 
er. The State is under a com¬ 
munications clampdown, 
and the elections are to be 
held a week before J&K and 
Ladakh are declared Union 
Territories. 

The election follows the 
panchayat election in De¬ 
cember 2018, which was 
boycotted by the two big re¬ 
gional parties - the National 
Conference and the Peoples 
Democratic Party. The suc¬ 
cessful conduct of that elec¬ 
tion, except in certain pock¬ 
ets of south Kashmir where 
polling percentages were 
low, had two positive spin¬ 
offs. 

The first was the unlock¬ 
ing of ?2,700 crore of funds 
for panchayats awarded to 
the State under the 14th Fi¬ 
nance Commission that 
could not be disbursed ear¬ 
lier as local body polls had 
not been held since 2010. 


The second spin-off is relat¬ 
ed more to what the govern¬ 
ment wishes to accomplish 
in J&K, namely real devolu¬ 
tion, empowering local bo¬ 
dies and bringing the admi¬ 
nistration to the grassroots 
level. 

The hope is that with mo¬ 
ney being available to the 
elected panchayats, grass¬ 
roots-level development will 
see a fillip. 

The government hopes 
that these panchayat leaders 


could form a level of leader¬ 
ship that could provide a pol¬ 
itical alternative to the cur¬ 
rent parties and their leaders 
- leaders who, government 
sources say, have a vested in¬ 
terest in the perpetuation of 
a conflict economy in Jammu 
& Kashmir. 

Where are the glitches? 

The communications clamp¬ 
down is soon to enter its 
60th day. It was hoped that 
after Prime Minister Naren- 


dra Modi’s speech at the Un¬ 
ited Nations General As¬ 
sembly, the clampdown 
would be eased. 

Instead, the BDC elections 
have been announced, a de¬ 
mocratic expression at a 
time when the Internet has 
been shut down in the Kash¬ 
mir Valley. 

After the 2018 elections, 
nearly 12,776 panchayats re¬ 
main vacant, according to fi¬ 
gures released by the Jammu 
& Kashmir administration. 


This figure includes Srinagar 
and Kulgam. 

What’s the aim then? 

Holding the BDC elections, 
the government says, will 
provide a second layer of 
political leadership in a State 
where most of the political 
class is behind bars. It also 
points to the fact that politi¬ 
cal activity at the Assembly 
level - the Jammu & Kashmir 
Assembly has been under 
suspended animation since 
2018 - is unlikely to resume 
anytime soon. It will also 
help take development pro¬ 
grammes to the grassroots 
levels. 

As always, the weather 
plays an important part in 
the government’s plans in 
J&K. The coming winter will 
see a natural trough in levels 
of infiltration by terrorists 
from across the border, as 
the high mountain passes 
will be snowed over. 

To have some representa¬ 
tive body and provide some 
semblance of grassroots de¬ 
velopment are the biggest 
hopes for peace, the govern¬ 
ment says. 


SC dismisses plea on Farooq 

Vaiko had sought the whereabouts of NC chairperson 


LEGA L CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

A three-judge Bench of the 
Supreme Court led by Chief 
Justice of India Ranjan Gogoi 
on Monday refused to furth¬ 
er entertain a habeas corpus 
petition filed by Rajya Sabha 
member Vaiko seeking to 
know the whereabouts of 
former Jammu and Kashmir 
Chief Minister Farooq 
Abdullah. 

Chief Justice Gogoi said 
“nothing survives” in the pe¬ 
tition after learning that the 
octogenarian National Con- 



Farooq Abdullah 


ference leader was detained 
under the Public Safety Act 
(PSA) hours before the court 
hearing. 

“Nothing survives in this 
case,” Chief Justice Gogoi re¬ 


marked, disposing of the pe¬ 
tition. The court added that 
persons concerned could, if 
necessary, approach the 
competent authority against 
the PSA charges. 

The ruling came despite 
the fact that the lawyer for 
Mr. Vaiko tried to explain 
that the PSA was imposed on 
the veteran leader on the 
eve of the Supreme Court 
hearing in mid-September. 

In the last hearing, the 
court had issued notice to 
the government on the 
petition. 


Pakistan drops Lodhi, 
Akram is now UN envoy 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

ISLAMABAD 

In a major reshuffle of diplo¬ 
mats, Pakistan on Monday 
removed Maleeha Lodhi 
and appointed Munir Ak¬ 
ram as the country’s perma¬ 
nent representative to the 
United Nations. 

The development came a 
day after Prime Minister Im¬ 
ran Khan returned from the 
U.S., where he raised the 
Kashmir issue in the UN 
General Assembly last week. 

“Ambassador Munir Ak¬ 
ram has been appointed the 
Permanent Representative 


of Pakistan to the United Na¬ 
tions in New York, in place 
of Dr. Maleeha Lodhi,” the 
Foreign Office said in a 
statement. 

However, it gave no rea¬ 
son for her removal. 

In his 50-minute speech, 
far exceeding the 15-minute 
limit for UN speeches dur¬ 
ing the General Debate, Mr. 
Khan devoted half of his ad¬ 
dress to the Kashmir issue, 
warning that if there’s a 
face-off between the two nu¬ 
clear powers, the conse¬ 
quences would be far 
beyond their borders. 


J&K shutdown: 3-judge 
SC Bench to hear 7 pleas 

Statute Bench to take up petitions on Article 370 dilution 



Restrictions continue: Security personnel standing guard in 
front of shuttered shops in Srinagar. ■ pti 


KRISH NADAS RAJAGOPAL 

NEW DELHI 

A three-judge Bench of the 
Supreme Court led by Chief 
Justice of India Ranjan Gogoi 
on Monday referred peti¬ 
tions challenging the Jammu 
and Kashmir lockdown and 
lack of access to basic facili¬ 
ties to another Bench of 
three judges. 

A Bench of Justices N.V. 
Ramana, R. Subhash Reddy 
and B.R. Gavai will hear the 
7 petitions on the lockdown. 

A Constitution Bench of 
five judges, also led by Jus¬ 
tice Ramana, would further, 
on October 1, start hearing 
another batch of petitions 
seeking to quash the dilution 
of Article 370, which led to 
the withdrawal of the special 
rights and privileges enjoyed 
by the Kashmiri people for 
decades. 

The petitions on Article 
370 have challenged the 
Centre’s unilateral move to 
change the status of Jammu 
and Kashmir from a State to 
two Union Territories. 

Sending the petitions 
challenging the ongoing 
lockdown to the three-judge 
Bench, the CJI remarked 
orally, “We don’t have time 
to hear so many matters. We 
have a Constitution Bench 
case going on... These peti¬ 
tions will be heard by the 
Kashmir Bench.” 

The ‘Constitution Bench 
case’ here refers to the Ayod- 
hya appeals entering the 
34th consecutive day of 
hearing. Two judges on the 
Bench which was so far 
hearing the J&K lockdown 
petitions - the CJI and Jus¬ 
tice S.A. Bobde, the second 
senior most judge in the 
apex court - are part of the 
Ayodhya Bench. 

The Ayodhya Bench is on 
a deadline to finish the court 
hearings by October 18. The 


appeals are being heard 
from Monday to Friday till 5 
p.m. 

Countering the petitions 
against the lockdown, the 
Centre has argued that the 
curbs, since August 5, were 
based on formidable reasons 
and had stopped thousands 
of instances of death, terror 
and violence. 

Habeas corpus pleas 
The prolonged lockdown 
has seen many habeas cor¬ 
pus petitions filed in the Su¬ 
preme Court. These include 
the petition by a young la¬ 
wyer, Mohammed Aleem 
Sayed, worried about his 
aged parents in Kashmir, 
that of Sitaram Yechury, the 
general secretary of the 
Communist Party of India 
(Marxist), to see his party 
colleague M.Y. Tarigami and 
Iltija Mufti’s to see her moth¬ 
er and former J&K chief mi¬ 
nister Mehbooba Mufti. 

The court, instead of mak¬ 
ing the authorities liable to 
prove their well-being, had 
allowed the petitioners per¬ 
mission to travel to J&K and 
meet them under certain 
conditions. 

Other petitions question¬ 
ing life under restrictive con¬ 
ditions in Jammu and Kash¬ 
mir include one by child 


rights activists Dr. Shanta 
Sinha and Enakshi Ganguli 
to verify illegal detention of 
children. 

There is another filed by a 
doctor about the lack of 
medical access. 

A petition which has con¬ 
sistently struck a chord is 
the one filed by Kashmir 
Times executive editor Anu- 
radha Bhasin about the chal¬ 
lenging media restrictions 
and information black-out. 

On this, the court has so 
far adopted a wait-and- 
watch approach, expecting 
the situation to clear up 
enough for restoration of 
communications in the 
Valley. 

Ms. Bhasin has argued 
there has been a clampdown 
on free speech. Her petition 
sought a relaxation of res¬ 
trictions to allow journalists 
“to practise their profession 
and exercise their right to re¬ 
port freely on the situation 
prevailing in J&K after the 
clampdown.” 

She said the information 
black-out was “fuelling an¬ 
xiety, panic, alarm, insecuri¬ 
ty and fear among the 
residents.” 

But the government 
claims that the allegations 
are wrong and the people of 
Kashmir lack nothing. 


Manmohan may not accept 
Pak. invitation: Cong, sources 

He is being invited to Kartarpur Sahib corridor opening 


CBI transfers 
300 staff 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Nearly 300 employees 
working as clerks and exec¬ 
utives with various units of 
the CBI have been trans¬ 
ferred. 

“The decision has been 
taken as part of the policy 
to transfer the officials who 
have remained posted at 
one station/department for 
a long period,” said a CBI 
official. The official said the 
policy had not been imple¬ 
mented for the past several 
years. 

“During various meet¬ 
ings, it had been indicated 
that many officials - post¬ 
ed at a particular branch/ 
city for quite long - severe¬ 
ly affect the work culture 
and discipline of the Bu¬ 
reau,” the official said. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Due process of consultation 
with the External Affairs Mi¬ 
nistry will be followed if Pa¬ 
kistan extends an official in¬ 
vite to former Prime 
Minister Manmohan Singh 
to the inaugural ceremony of 
the Kartarpur Sahib corridor 
in the first week of Novem¬ 
ber, sources have told The 
Hindu. 

The response came after 
Pakistan Foreign Minister 
Shah Mahmood Qureshi is¬ 
sued a video statement that 
said Pakistan had decided to 
invite Dr. Singh. “We respect 
Dr. Manmohan Singh and he 



Manmohan Singh 


also represents the Sikh 
community, and on behalf of 
the Government of Pakistan 
I am inviting him to the 


event,” Mr. Qureshi said. He 
said Pakistan would soon 
send him an invitation. 

Party sources, however, 
said Dr. Singh’s office was 
not aware of Pakistan’s 
plans, and maintained that 
he was unlikely to travel to 
the country in view of the 
current tense situation over 
Kashmir. 

The religious corridor will 
allow Indian pilgrims to tra¬ 
vel to the famed shrine of 
Kartarpur Sahib. It will be in¬ 
augurated in the first week 
of November when the 
550th birth anniversary of 
the founder of Sikhism will 
be celebrated. 


Green energy target lacks deadline 

No fixed year for increase of share of non-fossil fuels to 450 GW, says official 



When it shines: Workers cleaning the panels of a solar power 
plant in Dadar Kalan village in Uttar Pradesh, -file photo 


JACOB KOSHY 

NEW DELHI 

With Prime Minister Naren- 
dra Modi declaring at New 
York last week that India 
would be aiming to increase 
its renewable energy target 
to 450 GW (gigawatts), a se¬ 
nior official in the Union En¬ 
vironment Ministry said that 
there was not yet a deadline 
for when this target would 
be achieved. 

On September 22, Mr. Mo¬ 
di said at the Climate Action 
Summit in New York: “In In¬ 
dia, we are going to increase 
the share of non-fossil fuels 
to 175 GW in 2022, and to 
further increase it to 450 
GW.” 

“There isn’t a fixed year 
for this [increase of share of 
non-fossil fuels to 450 GW],” 
C.K. Mishra, Secretary, Un¬ 
ion Environment Ministry, 
confirmed to The Hindu , in 
response to a query on by 
when this would be 
implemented. 

India’s plan for installing 
175 GW of renewable energy 



capacity by 2022 was first 
announced in 2015 during 
then Finance Minister Arun 
Jaitley’s Budget speech. 

Of this, 100 GW was to be 
from solar power, and so far 
about 80 GW has been 
installed. 

On single-use plastic 

Mr. Mishra also reiterated 
that there would be no ban 
on single-use plastic from 
October 2, the 150 th birth an¬ 



niversary of Mahatma Gand¬ 
hi, but advisories have been 
sent out to the States to res¬ 
trict the use of this class of 
plastics. 

“The States have been 
told which objects constitute 
single-use plastic and 
[States] have been asked to 
commit to eliminating their 
use. Several States already 
have rules in place to restrict 
their use,” he said on the si¬ 
delines of a workshop of a 



sub-committee, called Work¬ 
ing Group 3, of the Intergo¬ 
vernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC) in New Delhi. 

The IPCC is in the midst of 
preparing the Sixth Assess¬ 
ment Report, which periodi¬ 
cally synthesises the availa¬ 
ble knowledge on climate 
change and the effects of glo¬ 
bal warming on different 
ecologies and countries. 

More than 200 experts 
from 65 countries - 12 are 
from India - are to start pre¬ 
paring a first draft of the re¬ 
port, which is due to be final¬ 
ised late 2021. 

Jim Skea, co-Chair of 
Working Group 3, highlight¬ 
ing the role of the Sixth As¬ 
sessment Report, said: 
“Building on previous Work¬ 
ing Group 3 assessments, 
this report will emphasise 
what can be done in the 
near-term to mitigate cli¬ 
mate change, and how miti¬ 
gation actions can be ena¬ 
bled through policy, 
institution-building and fi¬ 
nance.” 




THE HINDU GROUP 


REMEMBERING GANDHI 

THROUGH THE NEWSPAPER THAT TRAVELLED WITH HIM 



The Hindu Group celebrates the 150 th birth anniversary of the Father of the Nation through its 
publication The Hindu. Read about the Mahatma's timeless philosophies and the transformation 
he wrought for the country in the words of eminent personalities such as Gopalkrishna Gandhi, 
Irfan Habib, Faisal Devji, Ramin Jahanbegloo and others. 
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Ahead of anniversary, Xi emphasises red roots 

President and other top leaders pay their respects to Mao Zedong; Xi says, ‘Only the Communist Party can lead China’ 


ATUL ANEJA 

BEIJING 

On the eve of the 70 th anni¬ 
versary of its formation, the 
People’s Republic of China 
(PRC) says it is a responsible 
global power, but will not de¬ 
viate from its unique socialist 
model. 

On Monday morning, Chi¬ 
nese President Xi Jinping, 
along with the top ranking 
leaders of the seven-member 
Standing Committee of the 
Politburo, paid their respects 
to Mao Zedong, the founding 
father of the PRC. 

“Chinese President Xi 
Jinping with other senior 
Chinese leaders joined re¬ 
presentatives from all walks 
of life in presenting flower 
baskets to deceased national 
heroes in Beijing on Monday, 
marking the country’s sixth 
Martyrs’ Day on the eve of 
National Day,” state broad¬ 
caster China Global Televi¬ 
sion Network (CGTN) 
reported. 

Ahead of the national day 
celebrations, People’s Daily, 
the mouthpiece of the Com¬ 
munist Party of China (CPC), 



Grand welcome: Xi Jinping at a dinner on the eve of China's National Day in Beijing. 


also focused on the impor¬ 
tance of China’s red-roots, 
for ushering the PRC into a 
“new era” on Mr. Xi’s watch. 

Central role 

The daily reported that dur¬ 
ing a visit to an exhibition on 
September 23, commemo¬ 
rating seven decades of 
achievements by the PRC, 
Mr. Xi stressed that the CPC’s 
role was central to China’s 
progress. 

“Xi said the historic 


achievements China has 
made in the past seven de¬ 
cades and the historic chang¬ 
es it has undergone fully de¬ 
monstrate that only the CPC 
can lead China; only with so¬ 
cialism can we save China; 
only with reform and open¬ 
ing up can we develop Chi¬ 
na, develop socialism and 
develop Marxism; and only 
with the road of socialism 
with Chinese characteristics 
can we lead China toward 
prosperity and strength,” the 


Austria’s Kurz faces tricky 
choices to form next govt. 

Former Chancellor will explore the possibility of a coalition 


ASSO CIATED PRESS 

VIENNA 

A day after winning Austria’s 
early election, former Chan¬ 
cellor Sebastian Kurz re¬ 
fused on Monday to rule out 
any options for forming a 
new government, including 
courting the far-right Free¬ 
dom Party that suffered hea¬ 
vy losses following corrup¬ 
tion allegations. 

Mr. Kurz’s conservative 
People’s Party finished first 
with 37.1% of the vote on 
Sunday and he said he 
planned to honour his 
pledge to talk to all rivals on 
the possibility of a coalition. 
“We will seek talks with all 
parties and try to determine 
which parties there’s over¬ 
lap with, which parties a sta¬ 
ble government can be 
formed with,” he told public 
broadcaster ORF. 

The 33-year-old also bris¬ 
tled at calls from German 
commentators for his party 
to shun a fresh coalition with 
far-right partners. “I don’t 
think we need advice from 
abroad, including from Ger¬ 
many,” he said. 

A video showing former 
Freedom Party leader 
Heinz-Christian Strache of¬ 
fering favours to a purported 
Russian investor triggered 
the collapse of Mr. Kurz’s 17- 
month government with 
them in May. Mr. Strache al¬ 
so faces an investigation for 
suspected breach of trust ov¬ 
er the alleged billing of priv¬ 
ate expenses to his party, 
which contributed to its 


BACK IN POWER 

Austrian former Chancellor Sebastian Kurz is set for a 
return to power after his conservative People's Party 
came first in the parliamentary elections 


2019 vote share* 
(2017 vote share) 

Die neue 
Volkspartei 

OVP - People's Party 



Sebastian Kurz 
called a snap election 
following the collapse of his 
coalition with the far-right 
Freedom Party in May. 
Kurz's People's Party 
could form a new 
coalition with FPO 
or with Greens, 
possibly in a three-way 
tie-up with liberal NEOS 
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weak third-place finish Sun¬ 
day with 16% of the vote. 

Two options 

The Freedom Party has indi¬ 
cated it plans to move into 
opposition to rebuild itself, 
leaving Mr. Kurz with only 
two realistic options - join¬ 
ing with the second-placed 
Social Democrats, whose 
share of the vote fell to 
21.7%, or the environmental¬ 


ist Greens, who staged a big 
comeback after failing to en¬ 
ter Parliament in 2017 and 
received 14% support on 
Sunday. 

“I fear (coalition talks) 
will be a little bit more chal¬ 
lenging this time,” said Mr. 
Kurz. 

Mr. Kurz said safeguard¬ 
ing the economy would be 
the main task for the coming 
years. 


daily reported. 

During an elaborate mili¬ 
tary parade, which will be 
highlighted on Tuesday dur¬ 
ing national day celebra¬ 
tions, the Chinese wish to 
convey two messages - that 
Beijing is a responsible glo¬ 
bal stakeholder, but whose 
military power gap with the 
U.S. was rapidly reducing. 

The march of Chinese 
peacekeepers on UN assign¬ 
ments would be spotlighted 
during the parade. “Chinese 


peacekeepers will march for 
the first time in the military 
parade celebrating New Chi¬ 
na's 70th birthday on Tues¬ 
day, signifying the country’s 
strong capability and com¬ 
mitment to maintaining glo¬ 
bal peace and prosperity,” 
says state-run China Daily 
newspaper. 

The daily, citing official 
data, said China has sent 
about 40,000 personnel to 
participate in 24 UN peace¬ 
keeping missions around the 
globe. 

Currently, there are 
around 2,500 Chinese blue 
helmets in seven of the 14 on¬ 
going UN peacekeeping op¬ 
erations, making China the 
largest contributor of peace¬ 
keepers among the five per¬ 
manent members of the UN 
Security Council. 

In a clear message to the 
U.S. and Taiwan, the Peo¬ 
ple’s Liberation Army (PLA) 
will showcase the road-mo¬ 
bile DF-41 intercontinental 
ballistic missile, capable of 
targeting any part of the 
globe with its multiple 
warheads. 


China doubled 
troop levels in 
Hong Kong 

REUT ERS 

HONG KONG 

China has quietly more 
than doubled its deploy¬ 
ment of mainland security 
forces in Hong Kong, ac¬ 
cording to foreign envoys 
and security analysts. 

Last month, Beijing 
moved thousands of troops 
into Hong Kong, the centre 
of protests since June. 

A month on, seven Asian 
and Western envoys have 
told Reuters they are cer¬ 
tain the late-August deploy¬ 
ment was not a rotation, 
but a reinforcement. Three 
of the envoys said the num¬ 
ber of Chinese military per¬ 
sonnel in Hong Kong had 
more than doubled since 
June. They put the number 
at 3,000 to 5,000 before 
the reinforcement, and es¬ 
timated it is now between 
10,000 to 12,000. 


Both Ghani, Abdullah claim 
lead in Afghanistan election 


AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 

KABUL 

Afghanistan chief executive 
Abdullah Abdullah claimed 
victory on Monday over in¬ 
cumbent Ashraf Ghani in the 
weekend’s presidential elec¬ 
tion, far ahead of the release 
of any official results. 

The move is likely to stir 
political tensions across Af¬ 
ghanistan and brings to 
mind the election Mr. Abdul¬ 
lah and his top rival Mr. Gha¬ 
ni bitterly contested in 2014 
that sparked a constitutional 
crisis and prompted U.S. in- 


U.K.’s Johnson 
denies charges 
of groping 


REUT ERS 

LONDON 

A spokesman for British 
Prime Minister Boris John¬ 
son has denied allegations 
that he groped two women 
20 years ago. 

Charlotte Edwardes, a 
columnist, wrote in The 
Sunday Times that Mr. 
Johnson had groped her at 
a lunch in 1999 when he 
was editor of The Specta¬ 
tor. Ms. Edwardes said that 
after the meal, she had 
confided in another wo¬ 
man who had sat on the 
other side of Mr. Johnson. 
The other woman said Mr. 
Johnson had also groped 
her, Ms. Edwardes added. 

The Prime Minister’s 
spokesman told reporters: 
“This allegation is untrue.” 



Abdullah Abdullah 

tervention. “We have the 
most votes in this election,” 
Mr. Abdullah said at a news 
conference, without provid¬ 


ing any evidence in support. 

“The results will be an¬ 
nounced by the IEC (Inde¬ 
pendent Election Commis¬ 
sion), but we have the most 
votes. The election is not go¬ 
ing to go to a second round.” 

Mr. Abdullah’s announce¬ 
ment came after one of Mr. 
Ghani’s running mate, Am- 
rullah Saleh, on Sunday 
claimed to have garnered 
the lion’s share of votes. “Ac¬ 
cording to our information, 
60 to 70% of the people have 
voted for our team,” Mr. Sa¬ 
leh said. 


Gotabaya faces court 
test over nationality 

‘Dual citizenship’ status is being probed 


MEER A SRINIVASAN 

COLOMBO 

Presidential hopeful Gota¬ 
baya Rajapaksa will face a 
court test this week over his 
Sri Lankan citizenship - on 
which his candidacy de¬ 
pends - following a petition 
challenging its legality. 

On Monday, Sri Lanka’s 
Court of Appeal set up a 
three-judge panel to hear 
the case on October 2 and 3. 
October 7 is the last day for 
presidential aspirants to file 
nominations. 

War-time Defence Secre¬ 
tary Gotabaya Rajapaksa, 
brother of former President 
Mahinda Rajapaksa, had 
been a “dual citizen” of Sri 
Lanka and the U.S., until he 
reportedly renounced the 
latter some months ago, 
ahead of his presidential 
bid. Sri Lankan law bars 
those holding citizenship 
abroad from contesting for 
presidency. Early August, 
the local business newspap¬ 
er Daily FT published a re¬ 
port pointing to questions 
over the validity of Mr. Gota- 
baya’s Sri Lankan citizen¬ 
ship documentation. 

Subsequently, activists 
Gamini Viyangoda and 
Chandraguptha Thenuwara 
complained to the Inspector 
General of Police (IGP), 
seeking an investigation into 
the matter. Probing the 
complaint, the Criminal In¬ 
vestigation Department 
(CID) recently informed the 
Colombo Chief Magistrate’s 
Court that Immigration and 
Defence Ministry authori¬ 
ties claimed they do not 
have records substantiating 
Mr. Gotabaya’s dual citizen¬ 
ship, weekend newspaper 
Sunday Times reported. 

Well-known civil society 
members in Colombo, Mr. 
Viyangoda and Mr. Thenuw¬ 
ara were involved in the 
campaign for democracy 
and good governance that, 


Trump suggests Adam Schiff 
should be arrested for ‘treason’ 

His call to Zelensky was part of whistleblower’s complaint 


REUT ERS 

WASHINGTON 

U.S. President Donald 
Trump on Monday escalated 
his attacks against the law¬ 
maker leading the impeach¬ 
ment inquiry against him, 
suggesting that Representa¬ 
tive Adam Schiff be arrested 
for “treason.” 

The comment is likely to 
inflame criticism of Mr. 
Trump’s handling of the 
scandal engulfing his presi¬ 
dency, stemming from a te¬ 
lephone call in which Mr. 
Trump asked Ukraine’s Pre¬ 
sident Volodymyr Zelenskiy 
to investigate Democratic 
rival Joe Biden and his son. 

The telephone call was in- 



Adam Schiff 

eluded in an intelligence of¬ 
ficer’s whistleblower com¬ 
plaint that raised concerns 
about whether the President 
sought to leverage U.S. aid to 
Ukraine for a political 
favour. 


Mr. Schiff opened a con¬ 
gressional hearing last week 
with a parody imitation of 
Mr. Trump speaking like a 
mafia boss to pressure Mr. 
Zelensky to investigate his 
potential opponent for the 
2020 presidential election, 
Joe Biden. 

“Rep. Adam Schiff illegal¬ 
ly made up a FAKE & terrible 
statement, pretended it to 
be mine as the most impor¬ 
tant part of my call to the Uk¬ 
rainian President, and read 
it aloud to Congress and the 
American people. It bore NO 
relationship to what I said on 
the call. Arrest for Treason?” 
Mr. Trump said in a post on 
Twitter. 



in the 2015 presidential elec¬ 
tion, dislodged ex-President 
Mahinda Rajapaksa, pro¬ 
pelling the President Maith- 
ripala Sirisena-Prime Minis¬ 
ter Ranil Wickremesinghe 
combine to power. Over a 
month after their complaint 
to the IGP, and amid con¬ 
flicting reports about likely 
progress in the high-profile 
case, the civil rights activists 
petitioned the Court of Ap¬ 
peal on the same matter last 
week, arguing that Mr. Gota¬ 
baya’s passport and Nation¬ 
al Identity Card had been is¬ 
sued “unlawfully”. 

Presidential contest 

Commenting on the deve¬ 
lopment, Keheliya Rambulc- 
wella, a spokesman for Mr. 
Gotabaya, said their side 
was certain of winning the 
case. “This only goes to 
show that they [ruling par¬ 
ty] are really threatened by 
his candidacy, his reach and 
popularity. It is hilarious,” 
he told The Hindu. 

Sri Lanka will go to polls 
on November 16, and Mr. 
Gotabaya, representing the 
Sri Lanka Podujana Peramu- 
na (SLPP), is among the 
main candidates in the fray, 
along with the ruling United 
National Party’s Sajith Pre- 
madasa, the leftist Janatha 
Vimukthi Peramuna’s Anura 
Kumara Dissanayake and 
former Army commander 
Mahesh Senanayake, fielded 
by a broad civil society coali¬ 
tion. 


ELSEWHERE 



Didn't order Khashoggi 
murder: Saudi Prince 

NEW YORK 

Saudi Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman said 
in a television interview that 
he takes "full responsibility" 
for the murder of Saudi 
journalist Jamal Khashoggi, 
but denied allegations that 
he ordered it. ap 

Yemen's Houthi rebels 
free 290 prisoners: ICRC 

SANAA 

Yemen's Hothi rebels have 
freed 290 prisoners, 
including dozens of survivors 
from a Saudi-led strike on a 
detention centre earlier this 
month, the International 
Committee of the Red Cross 
said on Monday, afp 
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12 Object of logging in: 'ribald 
erotica? (5) 

14 Still wearing passed on baby's 
clothes (7) 

15 New debate, one my university 
arranged in private (7,3,3,2) 

18 Recipe for disaster in a mule 
swiping ecstasy (7) 

19 Indication of sex education 
allowing us to get integrated 

(5) 

20 Pass cut slice of meat (6) 

21 Still air forming a barrier to 
energy layer (4,4) 

23 Son breaking rule has to quit 

( 6 ) 


■ ACROSS 

7 Signifying all points here are 

points of no return? (3-3) 

8 Let us fancy Holmes primarily 

is Sherlock (6) 

10 Change agent's say well begun 
work right during upswing 
(3,5) 

11 Produces vessel to drink hock 
( 6 ) 



24 Group of horses united in 
armed offensive (6) 

■ DOWN 

1 What it may be for introvert to 

mature, getting an element of 
assurance (8) 

2 Angelica possibly, or some 

other babe (4) 



3 Smack one forsaking white 

knight (6) 

4 Line, by use, so reproduced in 

reaction to sneeze (5,3) 

5 Item in tea service beginning 

to grill, so turn gas off (5,5) 

6 Referring to source as gutless 

creature (6) 

9 Selfsame icy forms in some 
emoticons (6,5) 

13 Thermos said to be 
outstanding, having far- 
flung, large demand (5,5) 

16 Coach and train English to 
crack some centuries, say (8) 

17 Award winning, extremely 
impressive victory of ancient 
times (8) 

18 Stories of fires regularly 
spread by wind (6) 

19 Enemies of enemy firing the 
last shot (6) 

22 Twig basket? (4) 
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FAITH 

Overcome desire 

From time immemorial, problems in myriad forms have 
been very much a part of human life. The cause of human 
misery is traced to the individual’s failure to curb desires in 
the bud even as these arise in one’s heart and mind. Then, 
the tendency to do wrong and commit sins becomes domi¬ 
nant. Moreover, deluded by Maya, people forget the Su¬ 
preme Lord who is the source of all creation and get im¬ 
mersed in their own selves, says Krishna in the Gita, pointed 
out Swami Omkarananda in a discourse. 

In Hiranyakasipu’s reign the name Narayana is taboo. Hi- 
ranyakasipu is driven by self love that makes him think that 
he is the highest power and authority. He orders that all 
should worship him alone as the supreme person and even 
punishes those who propitiate Narayana as the Lord. His 
own son Prahlada is subjected to untold torture and mis¬ 
eries because the child is firm in his faith and belief in Hari. 
This is how one loses track of the purpose of life and of one’s 
duty towards self and society. 

In the 16th chapter, a spiritual aspirant gets an exposure 
to both good and evil inherent in human nature when the 
Daivi, the divine and the Aasuri, the evil, Sampath with 
which each one is endowed with is explained in detail. Rigo¬ 
rous and honest self examination of one’s nature and ten¬ 
dencies against the backdrop of these good and bad quali¬ 
ties is absolutely necessary. For then if one realises the lack 
of good qualities, he should cultivate them consciously; if he 
has evil tendencies in him, he should try to free himself of 
these. When one is always aware of the atma tatva jnana and 
of the dichotomy between the perishable body and the im¬ 
mortal atma, one can try to sustain good qualities and tran¬ 
scend the tendencies towards evil and wrong doing. 
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MARKET WATCH 

30-09-2019 % CHANGE 

Sensex 

38,667 

-0.40 

US Dollar 

70.87 

-0.43 

Gold 

38,530 

-0.61 

Brent oil 

60.93 

-2.02 

NIFTY 50 


PRICE CHANGE 

Adani Ports. 

.413.95. 

... 5.35 

Asian Paints. 

...1762.15. 

-14.15 

Axis Bank. 

. 685.00. 

-15.60 

Bajaj Auto. 

...2941.80. 

-15.70 

Bajaj Finserv. 

...8513.00. 

-37.35 

Bajaj Finance. 

...4046.05. 

-11.35 

Bharti Airtel. 

. 367.05. 

. 17.95 

BPCL. 

.470.10. 

... 0.30 

Britannia Ind. 

...2944.15. 

-70.95 

Cipla. 

.425.50. 

-13.90 

Coal India. 

. 199.85. 

... 0.50 

Dr Reddys Lab. 

2702.25 

-28.55 

Eicher Motors. 

17765.20. 

-27.20 

GAIL (India). 

. 134.50. 

... 0.35 

Grasim Ind. 

. 730.10. 

... 3.10 

HCL Tech. 

...1080.60. 

.39.55 

HDFC. 

1977.05. 

-58.85 

HDFC Bank. 

...1227.45. 

-16.75 

Hero MotoCorp. 

...2704.75. 

-24.40 

Hindalco. 

.191.35. 

... 0.65 

Hind Unilever. 

1981.95. 

-28.95 

ICICI Bank. 

.433.70. 

-15.50 

Induslnd Bank. 

1383.55. 

-97.25 

Bharti Infratel. 

. 257.30. 

... 0.70 

Infosys. 

. 805.65. 

.23.45 

Indian OilCorp. 

. 147.40. 

... 1.85 

ITC. 

. 259.85. 

... 6.90 

JSW Steel. 

. 229.95. 

-2.25 

Kotak Bank. 

...1644.45. 

... 0.95 

L&T. 

...1474.25. 

... 1.60 

M&M. 

. 547.15. 

..-7.95 

Maruti Suzuki. 

...6715.80. 

-57.90 

Nestle India Ltd. 

13889.65. 

148.75 

NTPC. 

.117.50. 

... 0.45 

ONGC. 

.131.80. 

... 0.30 

PowerGrid Corp. 

. 199.05. 

... 0.95 

Reliance Ind. 

1332.25. 

23.20 

State Bank. 

. 270.80. 

-10.40 

Sun Pharma. 

. 389.45. 

-12.25 

Tata Motors. 

.117.45. 

..-2.45 

Tata Steel. 

. 360.50. 

... 0.85 

TCS. 

...2099.30. 

.43.15 

Tech Mahindra. 

.714.50. 

. 10.20 

Titan. 

1273.05. 

-11.00 

UltraTech Cement.. 

...4341.25. 

-53.90 

UPL. 

. 603.95. 

.21.90 

Vedanta . 

.154.15. 

-3.10 

Wipro. 

. 239.80. 

... 3.20 

YES Bank. 

41.40. 

-7.35 

Zee Entertainment 

. 265.50. 

..-8.05 


1 EXCHANGE RATES j| 

Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit 
except yen at 4 p.m. on September 30 

CURRENCY 

TT BUY 

TT SELL 

US Dollar. 

70.67 

.70.99 

Euro. 

77.10 

.77.45 

British Pound. 

87.02 

87.42 

Japanese Yen (100) 

.65.46.. 

65.76 

Chinese Yuan. 

.9.90 

.9.94 

Swiss Franc. 

...71.02 

.71.34 

Singapore Dollar. 

51.11 

.51.34 

Canadian Dollar. 

...53.33 

53.59 

Malaysian Ringitt. 

... 16.87.. 

16.96 

Source:lndian Bank 


BULLION RATES CHENNAI 


September 30 rates in rupees with pre¬ 
vious rates in parentheses 

Retail Silver (lg). 48.2.(49) 

22 ct gold (1 g). 3588 (3599) 


Current account deficit shrinks 

RBI data shows CAD narrowed to 2% of GDP in Q1FY20 from 2.3% in Q1FY19 


Good tidings 

The CAD contracted on a year-on-year basis, primarily on 
higher invisible receipts at $31.9 billion, says the RBI 



SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

The country’s current ac¬ 
count deficit (CAD) nar¬ 
rowed to 2% of GDP, or $14.3 
billion, in the first quarter of 
the current financial year 
from 2.3% of GDP, or $15.8 
billion, reported during the 
same period of the previous 
year, data released by Re¬ 
serve Bank of India (RBI) 
showed. 

However, the gap was big¬ 
ger than the preceding quar¬ 
ter which was $4.6 billion, or 
0.7% of GDP. 

“The CAD contracted on a 
year-on-year basis, primarily 
on account of higher invisi¬ 
ble receipts at $31.9 billion as 
compared with $29.9 billion 
a year ago,” the RBI said. 

The net foreign direct in¬ 
vestment was $13.9 billion in 
Ql, up from $9.6 billion last 
year. During the quarter, fo- 


SOURCE: RBI 

reign portfolio investment 
recorded a net inflow of $4.8 
billion as against an outflow 
of $8.1 billion in Ql of 2018- 
19, on account of net pur¬ 
chases in both debt and 
equity markets. 

“There were number of 
factors which led to lowering 


Apr-Jun Oct-Dec Apr-Ju 
2018-19 2018-19 2019-20 

of current account deficit. 
One is software receipts have 
gone up, and also private 
transfers have also gone up. 
So, I would say the invisible 
accounts have helped to con¬ 
tain the deficit,” said Madan 
Sabnavis, chief economist, 
CARE Ratings. 


“Trade deficit has been 
lower due to lower crude oil 
prices. 

“Also, I think the demand 
has come down. It is a com¬ 
bination of both,” Mr. Sabna¬ 
vis added. 

RBI data showed net in¬ 
flow on account of external 
commercial borrowings was 
$6.3 billion against an out¬ 
flow of $1.5 billion a year ago. 

Net services receipts 

Net services receipts rose 
7.3%, mainly on the back of a 
rise in net earnings from tra¬ 
vel, financial services and te¬ 
lecommunications, compu¬ 
ter and information services. 

“In Ql of 2019-20, there 
was an accretion of $ 14 bil¬ 
lion to the foreign exchange 
reserves (on BoP basis) as 
against a depletion of $11.3 
billion in Ql of 2018-19,” the 
RBI said. 


IRCTC IPO 
subscribed 
81% on Day 1 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

The initial public offer 
(IPO) of Indian Railway Ca¬ 
tering and Tourism Corpo¬ 
ration (IRCTC), which 
opened for subscription on 
Monday, was subscribed 
0.81 times on the first day 
with the retail and em¬ 
ployee portions getting ov¬ 
er subscribed. 

According to NSE data, 
the issue received bids for 
nearly 1.64 crore equity 
shares as against 2.02 crore 
shares on offer in the price 
band of?315-320. 

The retail segment has 
been subscribed 2.23 times 
with bids received for 1.56 
crore equity shares, com¬ 
pared to 70 lakh shares on 
offer. 

Further, the employees 
portion has also been sub¬ 
scribed 1.15 times. 


States’ gross fiscal deficit 
stayed within 3%: RBI 

‘Metric achieved by lowering capex’ 


Govt, to borrow ?2.68 lakh 
crore in October-March 

‘Maintaining glide path to meet fiscal deficit target of 3.3%’ 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

States’ gross fiscal deficit 
(GFD) has remained within 
the Fiscal Responsibility 
and Budget Management 
Act (FRBM) threshold of 3% 
of gross domestic product 
(GDP) during 2017-18 and 
2018-19, a Reserve Bank of 
India report on State Fi¬ 
nances said. For 2019-20, 
States have budgeted a con¬ 
solidated GFD of 2.6% of 
GDP, the report said. Ho¬ 
wever, outstanding debt of 
States have risen over the 
last five years to 25% of GDP, 
posing medium-term chal¬ 
lenges to its sustainability. 

Observing that in the re¬ 
cent five-year period, the 
combined GFD of the States 


(excluding Ujwal DISCOM 
Assurance Yojna in 2015-16 
and 2016-17) averaged 2.5% 
of GDP, which was in strik¬ 
ing range of the recommen¬ 
dation of the FRBM Review 
Committee, the report said 
and added that this has, ho¬ 
wever, been achieved by a 
sharp reduction in capital 
expenditure. 

“This has, however, been 
achieved by sharp retrench¬ 
ment in expenditure, main¬ 
ly capital expenditure, with 
potentially adverse implica¬ 
tions for the pace and quali¬ 
ty of economic develop¬ 
ment, given the large 
welfare effects of a much 
wider interface with the 
lives of people at the federal 
level,” the report said. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The government has met its 
target of borrowing £4.42 
lakh crore in the first half of 
the financial year, and plans 
to borrow £L68 lakh crore in 
the October 2019 to March 
2020 period. Economic Af¬ 
fairs Secretary Atanu Chak- 
raborty announced on 
Monday. 

Mr. Chakraborty told re¬ 
porters that the government 
was maintaining its glide 
path to meet the fiscal deficit 
target of 3.3% by the end of 
the financial year. 

“The fiscal glide path as 
indicated in the Budget is be¬ 
ing maintained,” Mr. Chakra¬ 


borty said. “The sovereign 
bonds, that is, the bonds to 
be raised in external curren¬ 
cies, are decided on the ba¬ 
sis of the current price, the 
market appetite, and the 
market conditions, and the 
related issue and structuring 
of the bond itself.” 

“For this year, all the bor¬ 
rowings of the government 
presently are in rupee de¬ 
nominated bonds.” The go¬ 
vernment will be borrowing 
the £2.68 lakh crore targeted 
for the second half of the 
year in 17 weekly auctions. 
This would account for the 
remaining 37.75% of the 
gross borrowing programme 
of ^7.1 lakh crore for the full 


financial year. The weekly 
borrowing size will be 
^16,000 crore, and ^14,000 
crore in the last two auc¬ 
tions, spread over four to 
five maturity buckets. 

The share of the issuances 
between the maturity buck¬ 
ets stands at 6.72% in the 1-4 
year bucket, 17.91% in the 5-9 
year bucket, 40.67% in the 
10-14 year bucket, 9.33% in 
the 15-24 year bucket, and 
25.37% in the above 25 years 
bucket. The government will 
also be issuing floating rate 
bonds to the extent of 10% of 
the gross issuances during 
the year. It is also planning a 
net outflow of £20,000 crore 
of treasury bills in the year. 


Four-year low 

The volume of production in eight core industries contracted 
0.5% in August 2019 - the lowest in 52 months. Five sectors 
registered a negative growth while the rest expanded 



2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 


Sector-wise growth: Coal -8.67%; Crude oil -5.46%; Natural 
gas -3.99%; Refinery products ; Fertilizers ; 

Steel ; Cement -4.91%; Electricity -2.99% 


Core sector growth 
slips to 52-month low 

Five out of 8 sectors in negative zone 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Growth in the eight core 
sectors in August slumped 
to the lowest in four years 
and four months. That is, 
the -0.5% registered in Au¬ 
gust 2019 was the lowest 
since April 2015. 

Growth in five out of the 
eight sectors of the Index of 
Eight Core Industries fell in¬ 
to the negative zone in Au¬ 
gust. The index had regis¬ 
tered a growth of 2.7% in 
July 2019 and a robust 4.72% 
in August 2018. 

“The contraction is sur¬ 
prising because last month 
it was about 2.7% or so,” 
D.K. Srivastava, chief policy 
adviser at EY India, said. 

“It is an indication of a 
continuing slowdown and 
weak demand in the system. 
The core sectors reflect de¬ 
mand from the power and 
infrastructure sectors, 
where the government’s 
own demand is important 
and public sector spending 
has been low in the last 3-4 
months, so that could ex¬ 
plain the contraction.” 

Within the Index, the coal 
sector saw the sharpest con¬ 
traction, with the sector 
contracting 8.6% in August 
2019 compared with a con¬ 
traction of 1.6% in the pre¬ 


vious month. This is the sec¬ 
tor’s worst performance in 
three years. 

The crude oil sector con¬ 
tracted 5.4% in August, com¬ 
pared with a contraction of 
4.4% in July. August marked 
the 21st consecutive month 
of contraction for the sector. 
Notably, the cement sector 
fell into negative territory in 
August, contracting 4.9%, 
compared with a growth of 
7.9% in the previous month. 

The natural gas sector 
contracted 3.9% in August, 
compared with a contrac¬ 
tion of 0.5% in July. The sec¬ 
tor has now contracted in 
four out of the last five 
months, with it having zero 
growth in the fifth. The elec¬ 
tricity sector also saw a con¬ 
traction in August, contract¬ 
ing 2.9%, compared with a 
growth of 4.7% in the pre¬ 
vious month. 

Mr. Srivastava said the 
contraction also suggests 
that the slowdown is conti¬ 
nuing in the broader econo¬ 
my as well, adding that it is 
highly likely the RBI would 
cut interest rates again at its 
October 4 meeting. 

“It does indicate on a 
broader basis also the eco¬ 
nomic slowdown is continu¬ 
ing and signs of a revival are 
not visible,” he said. 


Yes Bank 
tanks on HFC 
exposure 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

Private sector lender Yes 
Bank’s shares fell 15% to 
^41.45 on Monday as wor¬ 
ried investors dumped 
stock due to apprehension 
of the bank’s exposure to a 
housing finance company 
(HFC) which has exposure 
in the real estate segment. 

The stock came under 
pressure despite the lender 
receiving RBI approval for 
raising funds. In a note to 
its clients, broking firm Jef¬ 
feries said Yes Bank had an 
exposure of 050 crore to 
Indiabulls Housing Fi¬ 
nance. “Subsequent to re¬ 
ceiving the go ahead from 
the Reserve Bank of India 
on Friday, September 27, 
2019, the bank is firmly on 
track to raising the re¬ 
quired growth capital.” 
said Ravneet Gill, MD & 
CEO, Yes Bank. 


Sept, looked better than Aug.: Maruti MD 

‘Expecting October to be even better; growth compared to last year a challenge’ 


Overexposure to healthcare, 
banking hurt us: Cognizant CEO 



SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Country’s largest carmaker 
Maruti Suzuki is hopeful of 
an increase in demand this 
festive season on the back of 
some revival in consumer 
sentiment and the launch of 
its new entry-level car S- 
Presso on Monday. However, 
growth in comparison to last 
year would be a challenge, a 
top company executive said. 

‘Trying to catch up’ 

“Growth compared to last 
year is quite difficult. We are 
trying to catch up the vol¬ 
umes that is very important 
because in the first five-six 
months [of the year] there 
was very low demand. We 
are expecting [growth] but it 
takes time... we have to en¬ 
courage potential demand,” 
MD & CEO Kenichi Ayukawa 
said. 

He added that the trends 
in previous months showed 


some revival in consumer 
sentiment. 

“We are expecting people 
to buy during the festive sea¬ 
son because compared to 
last month [August], Septem¬ 


ber looks better. We are ex¬ 
pecting October will be bet¬ 
ter than September,” Mr. 
Ayukawa said. 

Maruti Suzuki India ex¬ 
pects S-Presso, its ‘mini SUV’ 


launched on Monday, to 
bring buyers, particularly 
first-time buyers, back into 
the market. “S-Presso is our 
understanding of what an 
entry-level customer aspires 
for. We believe that the cur¬ 
rent turbulent times are a 
short-term challenge. We are 
also confident that S-Presso 
will change the sentiment of 
the market,” Mr. Ayukawa 
added. 

Priced in the range of 
0.69 lakh to 0.91 lakh, the 
S-Presso has been concep¬ 
tualised and designed in In¬ 
dia, for India and the world. 
Launched first in India, the 
car will be gradually made 
available in markets such as 
Colombo, Manila, Cape 
Town and Panama. 

The new model is po¬ 
wered by BSVI compliant, 1- 
litre petrol engine. The vehi¬ 
cle will come with both ma¬ 
nual and AGS (auto gear 
shift) options. 


‘Focus now is on raising digital portion of revenue’ 


MINI TEJASWI 

BENGALURU 

Tech major Cognizant said 
its overexposure to the 
healthcare and banking ver¬ 
ticals had hurt the company 
more compared to competi¬ 
tors who were more diverse 
in business. 

CEO Brian Humphries, 
who assumed office in April 
this year, told The Hindu 
that healthcare and banking 
had been very explicit strate¬ 
gies for Cognizant over 20 
years, but the market had 
moved now. “By the way, it 
worked very successfully. 
The reality is that these mar¬ 
kets 10-15 years ago were 
growing [at] 10-15% [but] are 
now growing in single digits. 
Cognizant was heavily ex¬ 
posed to North America 
(76% of revenue) but recent¬ 
ly we have been growing in 



Brian Humphries 


international markets too.” 

Cognizant’s slowing 
growth began last year. It 
came to a head in Ql and Q2 
of this year when it had dis¬ 
appointing results. “But, we 
are going back to basics, our 
root culture. Growth is about 
to kick in, in the second half 
of the year. I feel that servic¬ 


es market will be healthy for 
the foreseeable future. We 
want to regain our bellweth¬ 
er position,” he said. 

Analysts cite Cognizant as 
having reported CAGR of 
48% between 2004 and 

2008 and 28% between 

2009 and 2013. The trajecto¬ 
ry remained intact till 2016, 
when it fell to single digits at 
8.8%. For 2019, the company 
has said it would grow bet¬ 
ween 3.9% and 4.9%. 

“In recent years, we ha¬ 
ven’t achieved our full po¬ 
tential,” he said. “We are ve¬ 
ry much on track to 
accelerate our position in 
digital.” 

“We have to stay focussed 
on the deal pipeline that 
eventually shows up on total 
contract value, which con¬ 
verts to revenue. It really 
takes 4-6 quarters,” he said. 


Repaid ?35,000 cr. so far, will pay RCapitai to 
215,000 cr. in next 6 months: Anil busine* 118 


Sold premium phones worth 
2750 cr. in 36 hours, says Amazon 


Indiabulls 
shares crash 
35% after PIL 


‘260,000 cr. receivables stuck in arbitration, proceedings’ 


Major categories surpass last year’s sale on Day 1: Flipkart 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

Reliance Group has repaid 
more than £35,000 crore of 
debt over the last 14 months 
and is planning to repay 
another ^15,000 crore in the 
next six months, said Anil 
Ambani, chairman of the 
group. 

Assuring lenders of repay¬ 
ment through monetisation 
and cash flows, Mr. Ambani, 
during the company’s an¬ 
nual general meeting on 
Monday, said: “The govern¬ 
ment has increasingly fo¬ 
cussed on the ease of doing 
business and India’s rank 
has consistently improved 
during last five years. The 
statement comes in the 
backdrop of the debt-laden 
Reliance Group having more 
than ^60,000 crore receiva¬ 
bles stuck in regulatory and 



arbitration matters. 

“However reforms on the 
legal and regulatory front 
are still a matter of concern 
where timelines of awards 
and certainty of resolution 
and arbitration awards are a 
matter of great concern for 
investors, both domestic 
and global. Our group has 
over ^60,000 crore receiva¬ 
bles stuck in regulatory and 
arbitration matters which 
are pending for as much as 
5-10 years.” 

According to Mr. Ambani, 
resolving this gridlock 
should be the next focus of 
the government which will 
dramatically improve large 
scale investment and have 
multiplier effect on the in¬ 
vestment and growth lead¬ 
ing to Prime Minister Naren- 
dra Modi’s goal to take the 
Indian economy to $5 



trillion. 

In the last six months, Re¬ 
liance Group firms have suf¬ 
fered collateral damage due 
to financial crisis, audit ob¬ 
servations, ratings down¬ 
grade and slowdown of the 
Indian economy, he said. 

‘Reckless selling’ 

“These events aided and 
abetted by reckless selling 
and rumour mongering by 
vested parties effected the 
general public psychology, 
especially share owners like 
you. 

“Its unfortunate that dur¬ 
ing all this noise, the true va¬ 
lue of our businesses has not 
been recognised [though it 
has] combined assets of over 
t2 lakh crore, net worth of 
over 00,000 crore and cash 
flow of ^15,000 crore,” said 
Mr. Ambani. 



SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

Reliance Capital, the non 
banking financial firm of 
the Anil Ambani-led Re¬ 
liance Group, has decided 
to exit from all lending 
businesses. 

The firm’s lending arms 
- Reliance Commercial Fi¬ 
nance and Reliance Home 
Finance - are in talks with 
the lenders to finalise a re¬ 
solution plan by this year 
end. “As a part of the trans¬ 
formation process. Re¬ 
liance Capital has decided 
it will not be in any of the 
lending businesses. Re¬ 
liance Capital will only be a 
financial shareholder in 
both these firms to recon¬ 
verge shareholder value 
under a new management 
and shareholding structure 
and effectively reduce the 
group’s debt by £25,000 
crore,” Mr. Ambani said. 



SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

E-commerce giants Amazon 
and Flipkart kick-started the 
2019 festive season with re¬ 
cord transactions on their 
platforms during their res¬ 
pective annual sales which 
began on Sunday. 

Amazon India, which 
opened the sale 12 hours ear¬ 
ly for its Prime customers, 
said it saw the “biggest open¬ 
ing” with more customers 
shopping on its platform 
than ever before, while Flip¬ 
kart registered 2x growth on 
the opening day compared 
to first day of the sale last 
year. 

Kalyan Krishnamurthy, 
CEO, Flipkart, said: “... By all 
indications, this is going to 
be the biggest festive season 
that India has witnessed. 
There is no doubt that e- 




KaLyan Krishnamurthy 


commerce has not only lift¬ 
ed consumer sentiment but 
has also driven the industry 
to set new benchmarks.” 

Amazon India claimed it 
sold premium smartphones 
worth £750 crore across 
brands like OnePlus, Sam¬ 
sung and Apple in 36 hours, 
while large appliances and 
TVs saw nearly 10X growth 
over an average business 


day. The growth for beauty 
products grew 7x, while for 
fashion products it grew 
4.6X. “Customers showed 
keen interest in smart-home 
products, and the number of 
customers who bought 
smart lights with Echo was 
10X more than last year.” 

For Flipkart all major ca¬ 
tegories, including beauty, 
kids wear, sports, FMCG, 
surpassed the total business 
of previous year’s sale on 
day 1. Both the brands saw 
good traction from beyond 
tier 1 cities. Amazon India 
said there were more new 
shoppers online than ever, 
of which more than 91% 
came from tier 2 and tier 3 
towns. For Flipkart, the 
number of transacting cus¬ 
tomers from tier 2 and 
beyond doubled over the 
previous festive sale. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

Shares of Indiabulls Hous¬ 
ing Finance crashed almost 
35% on Monday after a pu¬ 
blic interest litigation (PIL) 
was filed against the com¬ 
pany alleging round trip¬ 
ping of funds. The compa¬ 
ny refuted the allegations 
and filed a perjury petition 
against the applicants, in¬ 
cluding Prashant Bhushan. 

In addition, Reserve 
Bank of India’s (RBI) res¬ 
trictions on Lakshmi Vilas 
Bank, which is to merge 
with Indiabulls Housing Fi¬ 
nance, also weighed on the 
stocks. The restrictions 
were imposed on LVB un¬ 
der prompt corrective ac¬ 
tion due to high bad loans 
and insufficient capital. 

Indiabulls Housing Fi¬ 
nance stock ended 34.39% 
lower to close the day at 
£255.50. 


• • • 
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At its keynote last - ^ 
Thursday, OnePlus 
declared India as a priority 
market. Vikas Agarwal, GM 
of OnePlus India on the 
hows and whys 


MORE TIDBITS - COURTESY 
VIKAS 

• Our audience is Largely youth. 
So entertainment is a big focus. 

• As a company, we are very 
careful of what choices we 
make, because every choice will 
have an impact on the customer 
experience and price. 

• The smartphone has had the 
side-effect of dividing families. 
TV used to bring everyone 
together. We want to bring that 
experience back. 


VANGMAYI PARAKALA 

At the bright-red illuminated inte¬ 
riors of Indira Gandhi Arena (stadi¬ 
um) in Delhi, OnePlus made it amp¬ 
ly clear at their September 26 
keynote that they’ve zeroed in on 
their target demographic and what 
they really want: entertainment 
and gaming. 

Zake Zhang, product manager of 
the smartphone brand, shared 
worldwide stats of 2,000 vlogs on 
YouTube every hour, and 
400,000,000 watching online vi¬ 
deo every month. He said OnePlus 
has made its cameras incredibly 
stable and easy to use on-the-go. 
The team also announced that the 
90Hz fluid display - which makes 
their phones “silly fast” as someone 
recently put it - returns to the One- 
Plus 7T, making the company’s in¬ 
clination towards gaming even 
more obvious and natural. 

When co-founder Carl Pei closed 
the keynote, he told the audience - 
who’d paid a pretty penny to be 
there that night - that what they 
paid will be compensated on tickets 
to their Katy Perry and Dua Lipa 
concert in Mumbai this November. 
Loud cheers went up at all these 
junctures. 

For a lot of premium smart¬ 
phone users, the OnePlus 7T’s fea¬ 
tures might not have seemed as re¬ 
volutionary as they were made to 
sound that night. Nor would the 
OnePlus TV and remote have im¬ 
pressed them. But making enter¬ 
tainment-friendly features available 
at just 09,999, (the phone) and 
starting 09,900 (the TV) spoke vol¬ 
umes of OnePlus’ commitment to 


those in their late-teens till anyone 
in their early 40s. 

In an interview ahead of the 
launch, Vikas Agarwal, general 
manager of OnePlus India, spoke at 
length about doing a major launch 
in India, their sustained focus on 
this demographic, and the compa¬ 
ny’s bigger plans with the launch of 
the OnePlus TV. 

Edited excerpts: 

Tell us about your choice to do 
a global launch out of India. 

• While over 70% of our business 
comes from global regions, India 
has been our biggest success. And 
the launch is our big commitment 
to the Indian market. The OnePlus 
TV too is primarily designed and 
produced for the Indian market. 
We have timed to launch it before 
the festival season [in the country], 
so the latest product is in the mar¬ 
ket, instead of people having to buy 
from other inventory clearance 
sales. As for smartphones, today, 
OnePlus has a 43% share in the pre¬ 
mium segment [devices of 
00,000+]. This is more than the 
combined share of the next two 
brands - Apple and Samsung - in 
India. And this has been just from 
online presence. But offline, have 
less than 10% share. [While] we al¬ 
ready have 14 stores live, by the end 
of this year we’re looking at 35 
stores, and by the end of next year, 
100 stores across top 50 cities. 
Creating an offline touchpoint has 
become more relevant because we 
have TV too, now. If it works here, 
we take it globally. 

India has been our pilot market 
for a lot of initiatives in the past too: 


our global customer service opera¬ 
tions are centred in India; we have 
our biggest global R&D centre - just 
launched in Hyderabad last month 
- and we’ve further committed 
H,000 crores for developing this fa¬ 
cility. So far, not many brands have 
focussed their R&D efforts in India. 
One Plus has also been manufactur¬ 
ing all its devices in India since 
2015. This year, we are also looking 
at exporting from here. 


While a lot of premium 
smartphones are 
conceptualised elsewhere, they 
are all “assembled in China”. 
What are OnePlus’ advantages 
in being headquartered in 
Shenzhen? 

• Shenzhen is really the hardware 
hub of China. It is a lot easier for me 
to experiment with fifty designs 
there than anywhere else, and get a 
prototype in the shortest possible 


time. That helps us optimise in itera¬ 
tions, adding value to our design 
capabilities. 

You recently partnered with 
WWF to plant one tree for each 
tweet populated with 
#OxygenOS. Can you talk about 
what other efforts you’re taking 
to be green - especially with 
regard to electronic waste? 

• First, at OnePlus, we look at a dev¬ 
ice usability of three to four years. 
Even today, a lot of the devices we 
sold in 2015 are still active - perhaps 
passed on to others in the family, or 
resold. We keep track of all these ac¬ 
tive devices. Therefore, fundamen¬ 
tally, there is much less e-waste for 
our devices, compared to the indus¬ 
try. We also have our own network 
of 65 exclusive stores, which have a 
recycle programme. And now, our 
new buyback programme will help 
us reduce e-waste and create loyalty 
around us. 



In what direction are you 
heading with the launch of 
your television? 

• Our TV’s future is going to be as a 
‘smart hub’. The way we see it is you 
will need a master device to manage 
all of your smart devices. The smart 
TV is possibly the best positioned 
device for this, because it has a dis¬ 
play, it is right in the centre of your 
house, and you can interact with the 
TV in multiple ways. We are look¬ 
ing at the smart-home as the 
broader, key theme, and at 
the centre of that will be 
the smart TV. 

Seems like you’re 
heading in the direction 
of a strong ecosystem of 
your products, much 
like Apple and Google? 

• In the long term, there 
will be fewer dominant con¬ 
sumer behaviours, and 
brands will converge to [cater 
to] those. We are looking at a 
smart home OnePlus ecosys¬ 
tem of devices, but focussing 
on lifestyle and entertainment 
as key. 


■VV KRISHNAN 


AND SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 


Can you talk about your 
transition from the invite-only 
OnePlus One model that you 
launched with? 

• We’ve always had challenges in 
managing our inventory. With ev¬ 
ery launch, our products have al¬ 
ways sold out. We’ve been conser¬ 
vative, and demand has outgrown 
the supply we were able to build. 
Today, we are relatively better, but 
still have lots to learn. As a compa¬ 
ny, we are not used to this growth. 
In the first year, we sold a million 
units globally. And now, we sell a 
million units in India itself. We 
have reached a very different 
scale. In the smartphone indus¬ 
try, most brands die because 
of inventory, not because of 
lack of inventory. That’s so¬ 
mething we are conscious 
of, and never want to take 
excessive risk that can 
question our survival. 


Cutting edge 

(Top) Carl Pei at the 
OnePlus keynote in 
Delhi; Vikas Agarwal 


PEOPLE 


An everyday conversation 

A new weekly podcast by two Mumbai-based creatives 
hopes to normalise the queer experience 



A new podcast is taking off. Now one-episode old, GoyBCD 
co-hosted by Farhad Karkaria and Sunetro Lahiri, airs every 
Tuesday and hopes to be "the dictionary of all things in life 
from a queer perspective." Lahiri, 32 and Karkaria, 34 are 
creatives based in Mumbai. The latter also co-hosts another 
podcast on LGBTQ issues, called Keeping it Queer, with 
comedian Navin Noronha. 

The pilot episode, which premiered last week, is an hour- 
long freewheeling conversation between Karkaria and 
Lahiri, weaving in and out of their personal memories. Their 
lazy tone and banter might just end up working for what 
the duo is trying to achieve: to highlight everyday things 
concerning queer people as issues that aren't limited to 
being queer, but to merely "being human". For example, 
their first episode, titled ‘Coming Out', has Lahiri and 
Karkaria recalling how they told their respective sets of 
parents that they were not heterosexuals. 

Ahead of their second episode, which will be available to 
stream today, the duo spoke about the podcast, their 
approach, and what GayBCD hopes to achieve. 

Edited excerpts: 

What's the name of the podcast, GayBCD, trying to 
convey? 

Lahiri: Kavita [Rajwade, co-founder] of IVM Podcasts 
approached both of us separately. The idea was that the 
normalisation of queer life needs attention. This is how the 
conversation about the podcast evolved to us saying we 
will just talk about various aspects of life. This will be an 
unravelling of all things queer - so people can say that this 
is not a queer dictionary, it's a human dictionary. 

How does recording these episodes affect you personally? 
Lahiri: As the conversation takes an organic shape, these 
episodes also became like therapy sessions for us.There's so 
much unravelling happening, so many epiphanies. We also 
like being surprised by each others' responses. 

Karkaria: And a lot of times, it becomes therapeutic 
because we end up revisiting things that we don’t think 
about any more. 


How does this normalise things as you hope to? 

Karkaria: For instance, after the first episode, someone 
sent us a message about how he broke down after he heard 
the episode, and that led to a tender moment between him 
and his parents. He said that while he didn't come out to his 
parents, it was good for him to know that they were there 
for him. I don't have the aptitude to be an activist, but as 
long as it resonates with someone and gives some degree 
of comfort...[that's a start]. 

What will some future episodes will be about? 

Karkaria: We've recorded a few already. Dating is one. For 
us, it's never been about just boys, boys, boy. Both Sunetro 
and I have had fulfilling, straight relationships in the past. 
Lahiri: I felt like it will be an interesting episode [because] 
people think that sexuality is watertight. 


Available on Apple Podcasts, Google Podcasts, andSpotify 

VANGMAYI PARAKALA 


#DELHIMOVES 



The making 
of a coach 


just a half marathon or full 
marathon, and that it brings 
together people from all 
walks of life, because they’re 
not too highly priced (within 
?2,000, with most between 
1500 and r700). 

“Being a runner he 
knows what runners 
need, so whether it’s re¬ 
gistration, bibs, hydra¬ 
tion, route marshals, 
or marking, he has it 
down just right, and 
he never cuts cor¬ 
ners,” says Reeti Sa- 
hai, an Adidas captain, 
who leads a group of 
runners in Delhi. Mostly 
though, “He’s very 
grounded, very humble, 
and makes running inclusive, 
as it should be,” she says. 

Ravinder founded Run 
With Me Foundation in 2012, 


All for inclusiveness Ravinder 
Singh on the go 

■SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 


The man who has gained the 
support and goodwill of the 
running community, as he 
motivates others 


GAGAN DHILLON KULLAR 

Coach Ravinder Singh (with a 
capital C in WhatsApp 
groups) will often send mes¬ 
sages to the running com¬ 
munity asking them to show 
up for an event centred 
around running. Not many 
call him back to ask him what 
the purpose is. They simply 
show up. This goodwill he’s 
earned isn’t because he 
heads a multinational compa¬ 


ny and so is a 
suitable net¬ 
working candi¬ 
date. Nor is he the 
fastest runner on the 
Delhi circuit. He ran 
his first half marathon 
in 2009, at the age of 42, 
and five years later his 
first full. 

What is it that makes this 
5’7” amiable man so popular 
among runners? The fact that 
every run he organises is not 


an NGO that supports under¬ 
privileged runners. The or¬ 
ganisation cares for 20-30 
runners, ensuring access to 
good nutrition, training, gear 
and competitions. In some 
cases they also ensure that 
their runners have continued 
access to education. 

“We started it with the 
help of runners who used to 
run with me over the wee¬ 
kend. Besides being people 
who ran together, we were 
friends. And we wanted to 
give back and bring running 
to everyone,” he says. 

The first race they organ¬ 
ized was at DAV School, Sec¬ 
tor 14, Gurugram, from 
where they choose seven 
runners who showed poten¬ 
tial. “For that event everyone 
from our running circle con¬ 
tributed. T-shirts, bibs, hy¬ 
dration aids and medals 
came together as a result of 
voluntary contribution,” re¬ 
calls Jitendra Arya, Partner at 
Run With Me Foundation. 

In 2013, Ravinder started 


Pro Fit sports, the company 
that organises running 
events, out of the need to 
support the foundation. A 
portion of the proceeds from 
Pro Fit sports go to the foun¬ 
dation. Around the time, he 
gave up his job in an engi¬ 
neering company (he’s a me¬ 
chanical engineer), to make 
running events his full-time 
profession. 

What does he get out of it 
all? “We are a community. At 
our breakfasts (held after rac¬ 
es) we talk about things that 
are common and not com¬ 
petitive, and sometimes per¬ 
sonal. You have breakfast 
(that most other events do 
not include in their race pric¬ 
es), you feel good, talk posi¬ 
tive. Your sponsor is happy 
that you’re giving them a cap¬ 
tive audience too.” And more 
runs follow. 


Register on Townscript.com for the 
Starry Night Marathon, 5 km (walk 
and run), 10 km, 15 km, 21 km; ?720 
upward 


SUSTAINABILITY 


Forca Goa, football, Fairtrade 



At this year's Global Goals World Cup in New York, Forca 
Goa, from the Foundation that uses football for social 
change, won an award for the Best Action towards the 
Sustainable Development Goals. The women's football 
tournament that leverages the game to drive awareness 
around the UN Sustainable Development Goals, honoured 
the Forca team for their commitment to using only 
Fairtrade footballs (over a 1,000 of them through the year), 
and wearing only Fairtrade tees for the tournament. This 
helps workers in Jalandhar who handstitch the footballs 
and those in Kolkata who manufacture the T-shirts, along 
with farmers in Orissa and Telangana who grow the cotton. 


Footballs available at info@fairtradeindia.org; tees available at 
nonasties.in, ?799 upward 

Contact us at delhimetro@thehindu.co.in 


5 EVENTS WORTH-YOUR-WHILE 



lulling 11 Ml 

Canvas 

Yes and No, a solo show of paintings by artist 
Savya Jain is on display at All India Fine Arts & 
Crafts Society art gallery. Savya draws inspiration 
from the ordinary and the mundane in her life, 
converting them into colourful and dramatic 
expressions on canvas, using soft strokes but 
bold colour combinations. 
venue: AIFACS, 1 Rafi Marg 
time: 11 a.m. - 7 p.m. 



Bahubali thali 

Ardor 29 now has a 'Bahubali Thali’, on a 
specially curated menu for Navratri. Cooked 
without onion and garlic, this thali consists of 
dishes like Dahi Bhalla, Roll papad, Paneer Tikka 
Ajwaini, Mixed Raita. For the main course, it has 
Paneer Makhani, Malai Kofta, DalTadka, 
Steamed Rice, Laccha Parantha. 
venue: Ardor 29, Sector 29, Gurugram 
time: 12 noon -12 midnight 



Aarambh-XVIl 

The Raza Foundation presents Aarambh-XVIl, a 
series of classical music and dance performances 
by young artists, this evening. The event will 
feature a Hindustani classical vocal rendition by 
Mohsin Ali Khan, and a Kathak dance recital by 
Ameera Patankar. This will be followed by a 
Odissi dance by Shalakha Rai. 
venue: Triveni Kala Sangam, 205 Tansen Marg 
time: 5:30 p.m. onwards 



Three-way thali 

This Navratri, Set'z at DLF Emporio offers three 
different cuisines to choose from. The North 
Indian treats will have Anar Raita, Kuttu Puri and 
Kheer. The Oriental menu offers Cantonese Tong 
Sui Soup, Fried Lotus Stem, Lemon Grass Rice 
and the Coastal journey has Kadala Manga Sala, 
Samak Pulao, Paneer Moilee and Pappali Halwa. 
venue: 4, Nelson Mandela Road, Vasant Kunj 
time: 11 a.m. - 11 p.m. 



Mixed media 

Echoes in Eternity is a group show by renowned 
artists and sculptors, featuring varied pieces of 
artworks in oil, acrylic, and sculptures. Curated 
by Dr. Nitin Majumder, the participating artists 
emphasise their feelings through their creations. 
The exhibits are a collection of artworks based 
on imagination and reality. 
venue: Visual Arts Gallery, IHC 
time: 11 a.m. - 7 p.m. 


A ND-NDE 
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‘If you don’t have vision 
that can justify the 
action, it’s a disaster’ 


Director Siddharth Anand on his new 
adrenalin-fuelled action blockbuster, 
War and his leading men - Hrithik 
Roshan and Tiger Shroff 


It was Fox (Star 
Studios) that 
asked if I’d like 
to remake 
Knight and Day 
and 500 Days 
of Summer 


KARISHMA UPADHYAY 

‘Magical’ is how director Sidd¬ 
harth Anand describes the 
first time Hrithik Roshan and 
Tiger Shroff faced the camera 
together for Yashraj Film’s 
War. “It was in Italy and we 
were shooting an action 
scene. You had crew of 130 
people just waiting with bated 
breath for that moment to see 
these two big stars walk to¬ 
gether in one frame,” he says 
with a satisfied smile that 
stays during this interview. 

I met Anand, who made his 
directorial debt with Salaam 
Namaste in 2005, in the atri¬ 
um cafe of YRF Studio where 
he’s putting the final touches 
on what is touted to be one of 
the biggest films of 2019. War 
pits Shroff’s Khalid against 
Kabir (played by Roshan), a 
former soldier gone rogue in 
an action spectacle that also 
stars Vaani Kapoor. 

The cat-and-mouse 
chase takes our hun¬ 
ky men from the 
mountains of North 
Portugal to the beach 
towns of Italy and the 
pristine Finnish 

Laplands. 

Anand picks a car 
chase shot in Finland’s 
Artie wonderland as one 
of the toughest sequences 
in War. “The chase is shot on 
a frozen lake that we realised 
is the highest point in the 
world that any film has shot 
an action sequence. We had 
to get crews and equipment 
that would work in that kind 
of cold.” Making sure that the 


ice cover on the lake was thick 
enough to support the weight 
of the cars took a month. “Af¬ 
ter that it took another week 
to prep the action, a week to 
shoot it.” And, all this for 
what is eventually a three-mi¬ 
nute sequence in the film. 
When I point this out to 
Anand, he laughs and says, 
“But it’s all worth it”. 

A taste for action 

In the six films Anand has di¬ 
rected, War is his only second 
attempt at eye-popping ac¬ 
tion. Films like Hum Turn and 
Bachna A Haseeno had ce¬ 
mented his reputation as a di¬ 
rector of frothy romances. It 
all changed with Bang Bang, 
the official adaption of Knight 
and Day, starring Katrina Kaif 
and Hrithik Roshan. Anand 
admits that he had never 


Muscles and guns (Above) Siddharth Anand, (below) Hrithik 
Roshan and Tiger Shroff faced the camera together 


■SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 


thought he’d ever direct an 
action film. “It was Fox (Star 
Studios) that asked if I’d like 
to remake Knight and Day 
and 500 Days of Summer. 
The latter was right up my al¬ 
ley so I got really excited and 
started work on that while 
Knight and Day was lurking 
somewhere in the back¬ 
ground.” Eventually, Knight 


and Day shaped up as Bang 
Bang and now the 41-year-old 
can’t see himself ‘doing 
anything else but action’. 

Anand believes a ‘must 
have’ for anyone directing an 
adrenaline-infused action 
flick is ‘vision’. He explains, 
“If the director doesn't have a 
vision that can justify the ac¬ 
tion in the script, then it’s a 
disaster. If you have a bud¬ 
get that justifies the 
script, you need to be 
prudent how you 
spend it. That's how 
a film becomes larg¬ 
er-than-life. Even 
when I made roman¬ 


tic films like Salaam Na¬ 
maste, Bachna Ae Haseeno 
and Anjaana Anjaani, all 
looked larger than life even 
though they were intimate 
stories. When I shifted genres 
that extended naturally to my 
action films.” Though he 
doesn’t watch too many films, 
Anand mentions the Mis¬ 
sion: Impossible and the 
Dhoom series as his fa¬ 
vourites. 

Perfect casting 

What makes War excit¬ 
ing for fans and even 
Anand was the casting of 
its leading men. When he 
was writing the film, with pro¬ 
ducer Aditya Chopra, Anand 
already had Roshan in mind. 
“It was always Hrithik I was 
writing for, and when this 
idea of a mentor and protege 
came about, the only actor I 
could think of was Tiger. We 
were certain that if we didn't 
get Tiger, we might as well 
scrap the idea or change the 
character to a girl. There's no¬ 
body else I could see in that 
role.” The reason why Shroff 
was perfect for the role is be¬ 
cause he has often admitted 
to being a fan of Roshan. “He 
really looks up to Hrithik who 
is his role model even in real 
life. The role in the film is an 
extension of that.” 

Tales of bruised egos and 
eccentric one-upmanship 
have been common among 
action stars. Around the re¬ 
lease of the Hollywood action 
flick Hobbs & Shaw earlier 
this year, there were reports 
that lead actors Jason Statham 
and Dwayne ‘The Rock’ John¬ 
son’s contracts specify the 
amount of on-screen punish¬ 
ment their character take in 
fights. When I mention this to 
Anand, he is shocked and ve¬ 
ry relieved. 

“If I had insecure actors, 
this film would have become a 
huge burden and there would 
have been a lot of stress. But it 
was a smooth ride. Both of 
them had a lot of res¬ 
pect for each other in 
their spaces, but it’s 
also because they were 
not competing with each 
other. They’re in different age 
groups, so I didn’t have two 
youngsters or two senior peo¬ 
ple fighting for the same 
space. It was actually fascinat¬ 
ing to see them doing action 
stunts together,” he says, of 
his cast. 



Tracking 

chain 


the FBO can check if the officer is le¬ 
git. A photograph and unique ID 
number will be called up, so the man¬ 
ager knows the right person has 
come to inspect the premises. 

Once there, the officer, who will be 
given a tablet, will record his obser¬ 
vations through a checklist as well as 
photographs which will be geo- 
tagged, to ensure that the pictures 
are of the location specified. All infor¬ 
mation will be fed back into the Food 
Safety Compliance Risk Inspection 
System, the data-monitoring 
software. 

The jacket, which looks like a regu¬ 
lar sleeveless bandgala in dark blue, 
has pockets for storage and is a un¬ 
isex product, though FSSAI says 
they’re open for suggestions on the 
design. 

Manufacture will be thrown up via 
the government’s tendering process, 
but they hope to get the pilot going 
before year end. Vikas, who was in¬ 
strumental in leading the project un¬ 
der FSSAI’s Eat Right programme, 
says he hopes that this technology in¬ 
tervention will boost the morale of 
the field staff, so they develop “pro¬ 
fessionalism, a sense of ownership, 
and the feeling of working with a big¬ 
ger purpose.” 

As for the exact nature of transac¬ 
tions between the FBO and the offic¬ 
er? Vikas says they won’t be record¬ 
ing voices: “We don’t want to go back 
to the system of the inspector raj.” 


The writer was in Goa at the invitation of 
FSSAI 


■SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 


The FSSAI is putting 
compliance measures 
in place to create a 
system for its officers 
visiting food outlets 
for checks 


Turn coat The newly- 
developed FSSAI jacket 


SUNALINI MATHEW 


Last week, the Food Safety and Stan¬ 
dards Authority of India (FSSAI), the 
agency entrusted with ensuring safe, 
healthy, sustainable food in the coun¬ 
try, said they’re taking tech to the 
ground force. The aim is to up the 
transparency in the inspection sys¬ 
tem at different types of food outlets, 
and ensure a broader compliance 
strategy, said Vikas Talwar, the depu¬ 
ty director of regulatory compliance, 
at the organisation. 

The FSSAI (you’ll see the stamp on 
every packaged food product) has 
about 3,500 food safety officers who 
go from one food business operator 
(FBO) to the other, checking the pre¬ 
mises on a range of criteria. An FBO - 
and there are approximately 3.2 mil¬ 
lion of these across the country - is 
any organisation involved in the ma¬ 
nufacture or packaging of food, so 
anything from a dairy or slaughter 
house to your local restaurant serv¬ 
ing gobhi manchurian or a fancy five- 
star kitchen. There are both licensed 
and registered organisations that are 
audited; the former are those with re¬ 
venue over t\2 lakh per annum, 
while the latter (with less stringent 
norms) are smaller businesses. 

At a recent conference, Pawan 
Agarwal, the CEO, showed the 
audience a jacket which had an 
RFID tag. Food safety officers 
(inspectors) will wear these 
when they go on their field 
visits. This means that each 
business itself will have the 
RFID scanner too. The 
real-time tracking will en¬ 
sure that the officer is in¬ 
deed visiting the facility. 

The jacket will also have an 
embedded QR code, so that 
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22 Absence(3-10) 

■ Down 

1 Seat without a back 
(5) 

2 Oppressively strict 
(13) 

3 Intrude gradually (8) 

4 Person belonging to 
a particular group (6) 

5 Midday(4) 

6 Ridiculously over¬ 
complicated in design 
and/or construction 
(5,8) 

7 Rule of conduct (7) 

12 Secured (8) 

13 Hold within (7) 

15 Pointless (6) 

18 From that time (5) 

19 Handle of an axe 
(4) 

Solution will appear 
in The Hindu dated 
October 2, 2019. 


■ Across 

I Ability in the 
management of national 
affairs (13) 

8 Select as an alternative 
(3) 

9 Reach adult status 
(4,2,3) 

10 Read through briefly 
(4,4) 

II Item of footwear (4) 
13 Amorous embrace? 


( 6 ) 

14 Dance around 
excitedly (6) 

16 Patriarch who saved 
his family and all the 
animals from drowning 
(4) 

17 Death (slang) (8) 

20 Stirring - anxiety (9) 

21 Star that provides 
light and heat for a solar 
system (3) 


Solution No. 13187 



CM 


A ND-NDE 
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Mothers return to conquer Worlds 

Fraser-Pryce, Felix seal record golds; Liu Flong leads Chinese sweep of 20km walk 


THE WOMEN'S 100M FINAL - LANE BY LANE 


Lane 

2 

Lane 

3 

IEl 

Lane 

5 

Lane 

6 

Lane 

7 

Lane 

8 

Lane 

9 

Dafne 

Teanha 

Marie Josee 

Elaine 

Shelly-Ann 

Dina 

Murielle 

Jonielle 

Schippers* 

Daniels 

Ta Lou 

Thompson 

Fraser-Pryce Asher-Smith 

Ahoure 

Smith 

(Ned) 

(USA) 

(CIV) 

(Jam) 

(Jam) 

(GBR) 

(CIV) 

(Jam) 

27 years 

22 

30 

27 

32 

23 

32 

23 

Finishing time 1 

11.19s 

10.90 

10.93 

10.71 

10.83 

11.02 

11.06 

Reaction time | 

0.156s 

0.171 

0.143 

0.134 

0.129 

0.142 

0.117 



Double delight: Fraser-Pryce celebrates 
her triumph with her son Zyon 


*DNS - DID NOT START 
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AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 

DOHA 

Jamaican sprint queen Shel- 
ly-Ann Fraser-Pryce surged 
to an unprecedented fourth 
100m crown and US legend 
Allyson Felix broke Usain 
Bolt’s gold medal record tally 
as the returning new moth¬ 
ers lit up the World Cham¬ 
pionships here on Sunday. 

Fraser-Pryce and Felix, 
both racing in their first ma¬ 
jor championships since tak¬ 
ing time off from the sport to 
have children, lit up a pulsat¬ 
ing day three of competition 
even if the action was played 
out inside a near-empty Kha¬ 
lifa Stadium. 

Dominant 

The 32-year-old Fraser- 
Pryce, who skipped the 2017 
championships to give birth 
to her first child, delivered a 
barnstorming run to take the 


Indians in action today 

■ Men's 3000m steeple 
chase, heats (Avinash Sable, 
8.45 p.m., 1ST) 

■ Women's javelin throw, final 
(Annu Rani, 11.50 p.m.) 



Allyson Felix, -getty images 


100m in 10.71sec. Britain’s Di¬ 
na Asher-Smith took silver 
with a time of 10.83s while 
Ivory Coast’s Marie-Josee Ta 
Lou claimed bronze in 10.9s. 

“To be standing here as 
World champion again after 
having my baby, I am elated,” 
said Fraser-Pryce. “The fe¬ 
males keep showing up. We 
love to put on a performance 
and for me I am just really 
happy to come away with the 
win.” 

Fraser-Pryce, who had 
won in 2009, 2013 and 2015, 
set off on a victory lap carry¬ 


ing two-year-old son Zyon. 

The 33-year-old Felix, who 
failed to qualify for the indi¬ 
vidual 400m event in Doha, 
took gold in the 4x400m 
mixed relay as the United 
States motored to victory in a 
World record time of 
3:09.34s. Felix’s 12th gold 


broke Jamaican legend Bolt’s 
record tally of 11 World 
Championship golds. 

There was another victory 
for a returning mother in the 
final event of the day, the wo¬ 
men’s 20km race walk, 
where China’s 2016 Olympic 
champion Liu Hong won 


gold. Liu, 32, who took a ma¬ 
ternity break from 2017-2018, 
shrugged off steamy heat and 
humidity to lead a Chinese 
sweep of the medals in 
1:32:53s and secure her third 
World title. 

The results: Men: Triple jump: 

1. Christian Taylor (USA) 17.92m : 



Liu Hong, -afp 


2. Will Claye (USA) 17.74; 3. 
Hugues Fabrice Zango (Bur) 
17.66. 

Women: 100m: 1. Shelly-Ann 
Fraser-Pryce (Jam) 10.71s; 2. Di¬ 
na Asher-Smith (GBR) 10.83; 3. 
Marie-Josee Ta Lou (CIV) 10.90. 
20km walk: 1. Liu Hong (Chn) 
1:32:53s; 2. Qieyang Shenjie 
(Chn) 1:33:10; 3. Yang Liujing 
(Chn) 1:33:17. 

Pole vault: 1. Anzhelika Sidoro¬ 
va (ANA) 4.95m; 2. Sandi Morris 
(USA) 4.90; 3. Katerina Stefani- 
di (Gre) 4.85. 

Mixed: 4x400 relay: 1.USA 
3:09.34s WR; 2. Jamaica 
3:11.78; 3. Bahrain 3:11.82. 


Annu makes history, 
enters javelin final 


SPOR TS BUREAU 

DOHA 

She had been promising a 
big one for the last few years. 
Javelin thrower Annu Rani fi¬ 
nally got her act together on 
the big stage, with a 62.43m 
effort that broke her Nation¬ 
al record and carried her to 
the final of the World cham¬ 
pionships on Monday. 

That made her the first In¬ 
dian woman javelin thrower 
to enter the final at the 
Worlds. The 27-year-old was 
more than a metre behind 
the automatic qualification 
mark of 63.50s - in fact, just 
two (China’s Lyu Huihui and 
Germany’s Christin Hus- 
song) made the cut - and An¬ 
nu qualified as one of the 
best 12 from the two qualifi¬ 
cation groups. Annu, who al¬ 
so had throws of 57.05 and 
60.50, was fifth overall. 

Anjali Devi was nowhere 
near her personal best 
(51.53s) as she finished sixth 
(36th overall) in the women’s 
400m heats and crashed 
out. Also bowing out was Ar- 
chana Suseentran who was 
last in the women’s 200m 
heats (40th overall) in 
23.65s. She had clocked a 
personal best 23.18s early 
this year. 

On Sunday night, Jisna 
Mathew was caught in traffic 
at the start of the third leg 



Annu Rani, -getty images 


and had to virtually push her 
way through, but still India 
finished an impressive se¬ 
venth in the 4x400m mixed 
relay, making its Worlds 
debut. 

The Indian quartet, com¬ 
prising National record hol¬ 
der Muhammed Anas, V.K. 
Vismaya, Mathew and Noah 
Nirmal Tom, clocked a sea¬ 
son-best 3:15.77s. 

It was a time many would 
not have thought possible a 
few days ago, with leading 
quartermilers like Hima Das 
and Arokia Rajiv on the in¬ 
jured list. 

Apart from the United 
States, which broke the 
World record, silver medal¬ 
list Jamaica bettered its Na¬ 
tional record while bronze 
medallist Bahrain shattered 
the Asian record with 
3:11.82s. 


South Africa has a daunting task on dusty trades 

Pitch for the first Test is bald, dry and sports a light brown hue 



Will suit us, buddy! R. Ashwin and Ravindra Jadeja take a close look at the pitch which is likely 
to assist the spinners. ■ k.r. deepak 


SA IN INDIA 


s. DIN AKAR 

VISAKHAPATNAM 

The breeze from the Bay of 
Bengal and a shimmering 
coastline overlooked by 
sweeping mountains make 
Visakhapatnam both pictu¬ 
resque and pleasant. 

It’s a serene city that 
soothes your senses and the 
South African cricketers rel¬ 
ished the clear view of the 
sea from the team hotel even 
as the light gradually faded 
in the evening. 

But then, a different, 
more demanding and a rath¬ 
er daunting reality awaits the 
Proteas in this charming port 
city. 

The surface for the open¬ 
ing Test, beginning Wednes¬ 
day, would have surely re¬ 
minded the South Africans 
the perils of combating spin 
on dusty tracks. 

The pitch for the first of 
the three Tests, is bald, dry 
and sporting a light brown 
hue. The track is sure to as¬ 
sist spin. 

Different ball game 

It will be a different ball 
game for the Proteas, with 
the ball turning and jump¬ 
ing, close catchers circling 
the bat, and vociferous ap¬ 
peals renting the air. 

The host is certain to reu¬ 
nite R. Ashwin and Ravindra 
Jadeja in the eleven; an off- 
spin-left-arm spin combina¬ 


tion that has destroyed line¬ 
ups at home. 

Duo of contrasts 

It’s a duo of contrasts that 
complements each other. 
Ashwin is slower through the 
air, can get the ball to dip, ex¬ 
tracts greater bounce to en¬ 
hance his turn. 

The accurate Jadeja is 
quicker, can get the ball to 
both grip or skid off the sur¬ 
face, does turn the ball, and 
has developed a useful arm- 
er. 

Both Ashwin and Jadeja 


have evolved as bowlers, and 
use the crease very effective¬ 
ly, bowling over and round 
the wicket, shifting their an¬ 
gles and the mode of attack 
to the right and the left-han¬ 
ders. 

Ashwin did not figure in 
the Tests in the West Indies - 
he was edged out of the ele¬ 
ven with India playing a lone 
specialist spinner - and will 
be itching to prove a point. 

Weather the key 

Yet, will this surface for the 
first Test break? The weather 


could play a huge role in this. 

It rained here on Monday 
morning and more showers 
have been forecast over the 
week. If the sun stays behind 
clouds, instead of beating 
down on the pitch, there are 
less chances of fissures deve¬ 
loping on the track. 

Till now, despite the 
downpour, the wicket seems 
to have been covered ex¬ 
tremely well as the surface 
looks bone dry. 

Even as the threat of Ash¬ 
win and Jadeja looms, the 
South Africans, although re¬ 


building, still have a few bat¬ 
smen with experience in 
these conditions. 

Fierce fighter du Plessis 

In skipper Faf du Plessis, 
South Africa has someone 
who can use his feet, go over 
the top, drive down the 
ground, cut, pull and essay 
the sweep shot, du Plessis 
has heart for the battle too; 
being a fierce fighter when 
things hot up. The South 
African side will look for in¬ 
spiration from its skipper. 

He is also an attacking 
captain and a shrewd tacti¬ 
cian. As South Africa plays its 
first World Test champion¬ 
ship match, du Plessis has to 
bring all his varying abilities 
to the table. 

The left-handed Quinton 
de Kock, a fine ’keeper and 
among the most talented 
southpaws in the contem¬ 
porary game, also has a lot of 
responsibility on his 
shoulders. 

South Africa, despite the 
loss of so many players, 
greats and legends among 
them, over the last two 
years, has to be treated with 
respect. 

On a dry surface, Kagiso 
Rabada can get the ball to re¬ 
verse. 

If there is a cloud cover, 
Vernon Philander can strike 
telling blows. And Keshav 
Maharaj is a very capable 
left-arm spinner. 

This series promises to get 
interesting. 


Every series has its own 
challenges, says Rahane 



Prep time: India skipper Virat Kohli at a practice session in 
Visakhapatnam on Monday. ■ k.r. deepak 


S. DIN AKAR 

VISAKHAPATNAM 

Ajinkya Rahane is short, 
light and possesses delicate 
touch. He plays the ball late, 
dances down, and has busy 
feet and mind. 

Rahane’s back-foot play, 
balance, his ability to play 
the cut and the pull in partic¬ 
ular, have made him a valua¬ 
ble member of the Indian 
team on tours, particularly 
away from the subcontinent. 

Yet, there have been occa¬ 
sions when his inability to 
consolidate and kick on have 
created barriers for the In¬ 
dian Test vice-captain. 

Under stress 

The Mumbai batsman was 
under some stress ahead of 
India’s tour of the West In¬ 
dies. His place was on the 
line. 

“It was an important tour 
for me. I had to have belief in 
my ability and look to contri¬ 
bute to my team without 
putting pressure on myself,” 
he said here on Monday. 

Rahane observed, “I re¬ 
lied more on my mental abil¬ 
ity. I was not thinking too 
much about any technical 
stuff and came through the 
tough situations in the Carib¬ 
bean.” 

When India lost early 
wickets, Rahane was both 
solid and enterprising in the 
middle. He made 81 and 102 
in Antigua, 24 and 64 not out 
in Kingston, at times batting 


with the tail. 

The 31-year-old Rahane 
said, “When you bat with 
the tail, you need to trust 
them.” 

Stay in the present 

Talking about the upcoming 
Test series against South 
Africa, Rahane revealed, “I 
am looking to stay in the mo¬ 
ment and in the present, like 
I did in the West Indies.” 

He added, “They have 
some good players and a few 
have done well in the prac¬ 
tice games. You need to res¬ 
pect your opponents. Now, 
with the World Test cham¬ 
pionship coming in, every 
game is important.” 

Rahane noted, “Every se¬ 
ries, both home and away, 
has its own challenges. Prep¬ 
aration is very important.” 


Extra option 

Asked about the pitch and 
the composition of the at¬ 
tack, Rahane revealed little 
but said, “With Hanuma Vi- 
hari in the side, he gives us a 
the extra option with his 
off-spin.” 

And Rahane has been in¬ 
volved in some productive 
partnerships with Vihari 
with the bat when the team 
needed them. 

Rahane said, “And with 
Vihari coming in at No. 6, 
there are quite a few times 
when No. 5 and No. 6 have 
batted together and we have 
understood each other very 
well. Communication is 
vital.” 

With his sound defence, 
fluid footwork, and rapier¬ 
like strokes Rahane promis¬ 
es much ahead of the Protea 
test. 


Babar and Shinwari 
star in Pakistan’s win 


AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

KARACHI 

Pakistan defeated Sri Lanka 
by 67 runs in the second 
ODI on Monday here. This 
was the first ODI here in 
nearly 10 years. 

Palcistan made 305 for se- 


SCOREBOARD 


Pakistan: Fakhar Zaman c 
Udana b Hassaranga 54, Imam- 
ul-Haq Ibw b de Silva 31, Babar 
Azam c Hasaranga b Kumara 
115, Haris Sohail run out 40, 
Sarfaraz Ahmed run out 8, 
Iftikhar Ahmed (not out) 32, 
Imad Wasim c Fernando b 
Udana 12, Wahab Riaz run out 2; 
Extras (lb-8, nb-2, w-1): 11; 
Total (for seven wkts. in 50 
overs): 305. 

Fall of wickets: 1-73, 2-104, 3- 
215, 4-242, 5-261, 6-278, 7- 
305. 

Sri Lanka bowling: Jayasuriya 
10-1-48-0, Pradeep 9-0-59-0, 
Udana 9-0-60-1, Kumara 10-0- 
59-1, Gunathilaka 2-0-8-0, 
Hasaranga 10-0-63-2. 

Sri Lanka: D. Gunathilaka c 
Wasim b Amir 14, S. 
Samarawickrama b Shinwari 6, 


ven in its 50 overs with Ba¬ 
bar Azam notching up a bril¬ 
liant 105-ball 115. In reply, Sri 
Lanka was all out for 238 in 
46.5 overs with Usman Shin¬ 
wari taking five for 51, giving 
Pakistan a 1-0 lead in the 
three-match series. 


A. Fernando c Fakhar b Shinwari 
0, 0. Fernando Ibw b Wasim 1, 
L. Thirimanne c Sarfaraz b Shin¬ 
wari 0, S. Jayasuriya c Sarfaraz b 
Shinwari 96, D. Shanaka c Za¬ 
man b Shadab 68, W. Has¬ 
aranga c Iftikhar b Shadab 30,1. 
Udana c Sarfaraz b Shinwari 1, L. 
Kumara Ibw b Wahab 1, N. Pra¬ 
deep (not out) 0; Extras (b-1, 
lb-15, w-5): 21; Total (in 46.5 
overs): 238. 

Fall of wickets: 1-18, 2-22, 3- 
22, 4-22, 5-28, 6-205, 7-205, 
8 - 211 . 

Pakistan bowling: Amir 7-1- 
21-1, Shinwari 10-1-51-5, Wasim 
7-1-38-1, Wahab 9-0-27-1 
Shadab 9.5-0-76-2, Iftikhar 
4-1-9-0. 

Toss: Pakistan. 

MoM: Shinwari. 

Pakistan won by 67 runs. 


Surat prays fervently for a clear day 


Given the wet outfield, only a prolonged spell of sunshine can make play possible 


SA WOMEN IN INDIA 


P.K. A JITH KUMAR 

SURAT 

Gujarat’s biggest festival, 
Navaratri, is here. It cele¬ 
brates Goddess Durga on 
nine successive nights in the 
most colourful of styles, with 
some spectacular dances. 

It is only apt that a wo¬ 
men’s T20 International se¬ 
ries is being staged here dur¬ 
ing the celebration of 
feminine power. What isn’t is 
the weather! 

Two matches in a series of 
five have already been 
washed out. The third one 
should have been played on 
Sunday, the first night of 
Navaratri. 

So it wasn’t just the tradi¬ 
tionally decked up Gujarati 
women, all ready for their 
Garba dances, who were dis¬ 
appointed. There were also 
the likes of Smriti Mandha- 
na, Harmanpreet Kaur and 
Jemimah Rodrigues, who 
must have been hoping to 
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Dampener: With training ruled out, Anuja Patel, Poonam Yadav, Harmanpreet Kaur and Veda 
Krishnamurthy get together for a brainstorming session. ■ vijay soneji 


make South African bowlers 
dance to their tune in front 
of another huge crowd at the 
Lalbhai Contractor Stadium. 

Wet outfield 

They would be desperate for 
the sun to come out and dry 
up the wet outfield in time 
for the fourth match on 
Tuesday night. 

Things, however, didn’t 
look particularly promising 
on Monday, when both sides 


were forced to cancel train¬ 
ing sessions because of the 
wet outfield. 

A prolonged spell of sun¬ 
shine could brighten the 
chances of play, though the 
forecast isn’t overly encou¬ 
raging, with the depression 
expected to move this direc¬ 
tion from Surendranagar. 

If the weather doesn’t 
turn out to be as depressing 
as feared, one can expect 
some sparkling cricket from 


these two groups of spirited 
women who are in desperate 
need of a few competitive 
matches with the T20 World 
Cup in Australia just five 
months away. 

The series had been set up 
rather nicely too, with a 
keenly-contested opening 
match. 

Before India romped 
home by 11 runs in a low- 
scoring encounter, Mignon 
du Preez had played a mag¬ 


nificent, fighting knock to 
raise hopes of an unlikely 
victory for South Africa. 

It was the Indian spinners, 
spearheaded by offie Deepti 
Sharma, who turned things 
around for the Women in 
Blue after what had seemed 
an inadequate display with 
the bat. 

The crowd was also enter¬ 
tained by some dazzling 
strokes from Harmanpreet, 
Smriti and Jemimah. 

The city’s international 
debut was splendid. Little 
could it have imagined it 
would have to wait quite a 
while for a second game. 

Big crowds 

“It is very disappointing for 
the people of Surat,” said 
Deepak Vashi, who manages 
the media on behalf of the 
Surat District Cricket Asso¬ 
ciation. More than 10,000 
people had turned up for the 
second match too. These 
have easily been the biggest 
crowds ever at the stadium.” 


Bengal 
Warriors 
closes in on 
Dabang Delhi 


PKL 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

PANCHKULA 

Bengal Warriors closed the 
gap with table topper Da¬ 
bang Delhi with a comfor¬ 
table 42-33 win over the 
leader in a Pro Kabaddi 
League match, here on 
Monday. 

The Warriors now have 
78 points, just four behind 
Dabang. 

In another match, U 
Mumba edged out Tamil 
Thalaivas 36-32 at the Tau 
Devilal Sports Complex to 
move to fourth in the table 
with 59 points. 

Maninder Singh com¬ 
pleted his 10th Super 10 of 
the season but injured him¬ 
self too. 

The results: Bengal Warriors 
42 bt Dabang Delhi 33; U 
Mumba 36 bt Tamil Thalaivas 
32. 


• • 
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TV PICKS 


India (W) v South Africa 

(W): Fourth T20I, Star Sports 
1 (HD) & Star Sports 3, 6.30 
p.m. 

IAAF World Champion¬ 
ships: SS Select 2 (SD & HD), 
7 p.m. & Star Sports 3, 10 
p.m. 

UEFA Champions League: 

Sony Ten 2 & ESPN (SD& HD), 
10.30 p.m.; Sony Ten 1, 2, 3, 
Six & ESPN (SD& HD), 12.30 
a.m. (Tuesday) 



Alyssa Healy enters 
T20I 'Club 100' 

SYDNEY 

One of Australian team's key 
players in recent years, 
wicketkeeper Alyssa Healy on 
Monday became the ninth 
woman to appear in 100 
Twenty20 Internationals. The 
29-year-old is only the 
second Australian to achieve 
the feat after Ellyse Perry. 
Healy got there during the 
second T20I against Sri Lanka 
at the North Sydney Oval. 
Healy was named ICC T20I 
Player-of-the-Year last 
December. She made her 
T20I debut as a 19-year-old 
in February 2010. pti 

Joshna falls to El Welily 
in semifinals 

SAN FRANCISCO 

Joshna Chinappa,seeded 
eighth, lost to top seed and 
World No. 1 Raneem El Welily 
of Egypt 11-5,11-7 on Sunday 
in the semifinals of the Oracle 
Netsuite San Francisco Open, 
a PSA Major event. Only once 
in their 10 meetings has 
Joshna tasted success against 
Raneem but that was four 
years ago in the Qatar Classic. 



Aditi eighth in Spain; 
Ciganda takes title 


BARCELONA 

Aditi Ashok finished in the 
top 10 for the second straight 
year at the Estrella Damm 
Mediterranean Open golf 
tournament here on Sunday. 
The 21-year-old from 
Bengaluru shot a final round 
of 72 and totalled even par 
284 to finish tied eighth. 
Tvesa Malik ended T-35, 
while Diksha Dagar was T-49. 
Carlota Ciganda of Spain was 
champion, pti 



Pedersen is World cycling 
road race champion 


HARROGATE (Ul<) 

Denmark's Mads Pedersen 
won cycling's World road race 
title here on Sunday timing 
six hours and 27 minutes over 
261. Italian Matteo Trentin 
and Swiss rider Stefan Kung 
took the silver and bronze. 
"That's an unbelievable day, I 
didn't expect this morning," 
said the 23-year-old Leopard- 
Trek team rider, afp 



Court dismisses fraud 
case against Messi 


MADRID 

Spain's National Court on 
Monday said it had dismissed 
a complaint against 
Barcelona's Lionel Messi filed 
by a former employee of the 
Argentine footballer's 
foundation, who had accused 
him of fraud, embezzlement 
and money laundering. In 
dismissing the case, the 
judge wrote that the 
complaint "was based on an 
account put together from 
stories in the press, without 
bringing even a single 
element that was personally 
and directly known" by the 
plaintiff. The complaint had 
been filed in June by Federico 
Rettori, an Argentine national 
living in Majorca who 
formerly worked for Messi's 
charity, afp 



Sumit Nagal has the last laugh 

A commendable effort by the 22-year-old on clay in a strong field 



Profitable outing: Sumit Nagal claimed his second career Challenger title with a straight-set win over local star Facundo Bagnis 
in Buenos Aires on Sunday, -courtesy: challangerba.com 


Indian juniors 
ease past USA 

Crasto was the star performer 


INDIANS ABROAD 


SPOR TS BUREAU 

BUENOS AIRES 

India’s Sumit Nagal defeat¬ 
ed eighth seed Facundo 
Bagnis of Argentina 6-4, 6-2 
in the final of the $546,160 
Challenger tennis tourna¬ 
ment here. 

It was a commendable ef¬ 
fort by the 22-year-old India 
on clay in a strong field for 
his second career Challen¬ 
ger title. 

The title fetched him 80 
ATP points and $7,200. The 
runner-up won 48 points 
and $4,240. 

Memorable season 

Nagal has been having a 
memorable season as he 
made the final of a Challen¬ 
ger recently after having 
reached five semifinals 
earlier. 

The title helped him 
jump 26 places on the latest 
ranking list to a career-best 


135. 

Of course, Nagal is re¬ 
membered for taking a set 
off 20-time Grand Slam 


champion Roger Federer at 
the US Open. 

The results: 

$54,160 Challenger, Buenos 


Aires: Final: Sumit Nagal bt Fa¬ 
cundo Bagnis (Arg) 6-4, 6-2. 

$1,895,290 ATP 500, Tokyo: 
Doubles: Qualifying final 


round: Artem Sitak (Nzl) & Divij 
Sharan bt Santiago Gonzalez & 
Aisam-Ul-Haq Qureshi (Pak) 7- 
6(4), 7-6(5). 


BADMINTON 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

KAZAN 

Shuttlers Meiraba Luwang 
and Tanisha Crasto guided 
India to a comfortable 4-1 
win over USA in their 
opening Group E encoun¬ 
ter at the BWF World ju¬ 
nior mixed team cham¬ 
pionships here on 
Monday. 

Crasto was the star per¬ 
former for India, winning 
her girls’ doubles as well as 
mixed doubles matches. 

Playing alongside Chhat- 
tisgarh’s Ishaan Bhatnagar, 
the two delivered the first 
point to India by beating 
Jacob Zhang and Jessica 
Wang of the USA 22-20, 
21-9. 

Stamping authority 

Meiraba stamped his auth¬ 
ority over the 520th- 


ranked Alexander Zheng 
with a comfortable 21-9,21- 
11 win in a match that last¬ 
ed 26 minutes. 

Tasnim Mir then regis¬ 
tered a 21-19, 25-23 victory 
over Natalie Chi to give In¬ 
dia a 3-0 lead. 

India, however, lost the 
fourth rubber when the 
boys’ doubles combina¬ 
tion of Manjit Singh Khwai- 
rakpam and Iman Sonowal 
went down 23-25, 19-21 to 
William Yu and Joshua 
Yuan. 

The in-form pair of Aditi 
Bhatt and Crasto pulled off 
a 21-16,15-21, 21-7 win over 
Katelin Ngo and Esther Shi 
in the final contest. 

Besides India and USA, 
the other teams in Group E 
are Australia, Armenia and 
Japan. 

India had lost to South 
Korea in the quarterfinals 
in the previous edition in 
2018. 


Porel proves too hot for J&K 

His six for 34 helps Bengal register an eight-wicket win 


CRICKET 


Deadly spell: Ishan Porel, second from right, skittled out J&K for 169. 


Vijay Hazare Trophy scores 

Group C (Jaipur): J&K 169 in 48.2 overs (Ram Dayal 57, Fazil 
Rashid, Ishan Porel six for 34) lost to Bengal 175 for two in 28 
overs (Sreevats Goswami 86, Abhimanyu Easwaran 51) 


• Bihar 137 in 40.4 
overs (Gaurav Yadav 
three for 41) lost to 
Madhya Pradesh 138 
for three in 27.4 overs 
(Rajat Patidar 48, 
Mukul Raghav 46) 


• Gujarat 305 in 50 overs 
(Bhargav Merai 125, Rujul Bhatt 
40, Manprit Juneja 50, Axar 
Patel 45, Ajoy Sarkar three for 
68) bt Tripura 204 for eight 
in 50 overs (Milind Kumar 103 
not out, Tanmay Mishra 62 


S. DIP AK RAGAV 

JAIPUR 

Ishan Porel on a helpful 
wicket with the new ball was 
too hot for Jammu and Kash¬ 
mir as the pacer set up an ea¬ 
sy eight-wicket win for Ben¬ 
gal with his spell of six for 34 
in the Elite Group-C Vijay Ha¬ 
zare Trophy match here on 
Monday. 

Electing to bat, J&K was 
bowled out for a paltry 169 
and in reply, Bengal chased 
down the target with ease in 
28 overs thanks to half-cen¬ 
turies from openers Abhima¬ 
nyu Easwaran (51, 55b, 8x4) 
and Shreevats Goswami (86 
n.o., 80b, 10x4,1x6). 

Porel struck in his first ov¬ 
er of the day when he had 
Qamran Iqbal playing on be¬ 
fore accounting for Shub- 
ham Khajuria, caught at slips 
in his next over. Ashoke Din- 
da then had Shubham Singh 
Pundir caught behind. 

Porel was impeccable 
with his line just outside the 
off-stump and with bounce 
in the wicket, the tall pacer 
was tough to handle. 

The J&K batsmen did not 
help their cause by hanging 
their bats out without con¬ 
viction and edging it. 

The 21-year-old Porel, 
who was part of the under-19 
World Cup-winning squad 
last year, then struck twice 
in his fifth over when he sent 
back Parvez Rasool and Ab¬ 
dul Samad, both the bat¬ 
smen edging to second slip 
as J&K was reduced to 26 for 
five. 

Opener Ahmad Banday 
was the only batsman who 
looked in control for a while 
before he edged off-spinner 
Arnab Nandi to the keeper. 

Wicketkeeper Fazil Rash¬ 
id and Ram Dayal (57 n.o.) 
then added 57 runs for the 


Tuesday's matches 

(9 a.m. start) 

ELITE: Group A (Bengaluru): 
Mumbai v Kerala, 

Hyderabad v Jharkhand, 
Chhattisgarh v Goa 

Group B (Vadodara): Delhi 
v Punjab, Baroda v Haryana, 
Himachal Pradesh v Uttar 
Pradesh 


seventh wicket that helped 
the team go past the 100- 
mark. Rashid played well for 


Group C (Jaipur): Tamil 
Nadu v Bengal, Railways 
v Services, Gujarat v 
Rajasthan 

PLATE (Dehradun): 
Uttarakhand v Pondicherry, 
Nagaland v Sikkim, 
Meghalaya v Manipur 


his 43 before he gave a sim¬ 
ple return catch to Manoj 
Tiwary. 


Dayal played some big 
shots, hitting a couple of six¬ 
es in his unbeaten knock, be¬ 
fore Porel and Dinda pol¬ 
ished off the tail in their 
second spells. 

In reply, skipper Abhima¬ 
nyu began with some beauti¬ 
ful shots through the off-side 
before Goswami took charge 
with a four and six off Dayal. 

From there on Goswami 
was the aggressor as he tar- 
getted Umar Nazir, hitting 
him for three consecutive 
boundaries in the 10th over. 

The duo added 118 runs 
for the first wicket in 18.3 ov¬ 
ers before Tiwary finished 
things in style with a six over 
long-on. 

The scores: 

J&K 169 in 48.2 overs (Ram 
Dayal 57 n.o., Fazil Rashid 43, 
Ishan Porel six for 34) lost to 
Bengal 175 for two in 28 overs 
(Abhimanyu Easwaran 51, 
Shreevats Goswami 86 n.o.). 



Shaw to train 
with Sindhu 


Aimed at helping the batsman to 
improve his footwork and work ethic 


VIJAY LOKAPALLY 

NEW DELHI 

Prithvi Shaw will soon be 
training with badminton ace 
P.V. Sindhu in Hyderabad to 
improve his footwork and 
work ethic. 

It is learnt that Shaw’s 
team is working on a sche¬ 
dule to enable the 19-year- 
old Mumbai cricketer regain 
his confidence and physical 
fitness for the current 
season. 

Shaw was handed an 
eight-month ban for having 
“inadvertently ingested a 
prohibited substance, 
which can be commonly 
found in cough syrups.” The 
ban, ending on November 
15, keeps him out of the se¬ 
ries against South Africa and 
Bangladesh. 

Presently recuperating in 
England, Shaw, who hit a 
century on his Test debut 
against the West Indies last 
year, played one more Test, 
aggregating 237 runs in 
three innings, before suffer¬ 
ing an injury. His comeback 
was hurt by the doping ban 
even though he had re¬ 
ceived support from the 
Board. 

The move to train with 


Sindhu was initiated by 
Shaw’s team. “The idea is to 
improve his overall fitness 
and agility as a fielder,” said 
a source close to Shaw. The 
Mumbai cricketer is not 
among the best of fielders 
and his sideways movement 
on the field have often 
caused embarrassment to 
Shaw. 

Popular 

Sindhu’s workouts, some of 
which can be seen on social 
media, have become popu¬ 
lar with young sportsmen. 
“We expect Shaw to im¬ 
prove his flexibility as a fiel¬ 
der and also enhance his en¬ 
durance power to play long 
innings,” said the source. 
Shaw is expected to start 
training with Sindhu this 
week. 

Sunil Gavaskar was 
known to play badminton 
regularly to improve his 
footwork, while Kapil Dev 
and Sachin Tendulkar 
would indulge in table ten¬ 
nis to improve their ability 
to spot the ball early. 

For Shaw, a stint with 
Sindhu is being considered 
as an ideal preparation for 
the season 



Learn from a world-beater: Shaw will strive to hone his 
footwork by working alongside Sindhu. ■ file photo: k.r. deepak 


Versallies claims feature event 


Sevilla edges Sociedad in thriller 

AC Milan sputters to worst ever league start in 81 years 


euro leagues 


AGEN CIES 

MADRID 

Sevilla avoided a third con¬ 
secutive defeat in La Liga 
and stopped high-flying Real 
Sociedad from going top af¬ 
ter coming from behind to 
beat it 3-2 on Sunday. 

After Real Madrid’s stale¬ 
mate against Atletico on Sa¬ 
turday, the Basque outfit 


could have leapfrogged both 
to claim first place in Spain 
but came up short in a pul¬ 
sating contest. 

It looked good for the vis¬ 
itor when Mikel Oyarzabal 
gave it a fourth-minute lead 
but Nolito equalised for Se¬ 
villa with a sumptuous half¬ 
volley before Lucas Ocam¬ 
pos and Franco Vazquez 
completed the comeback in 
the second half. 

Portu still set up a nervy 


finish when he added a se¬ 
cond for Real Sociedad in 
the 87th minute but Sevilla 
held on for a much-needed 
win. 

As AC Milan lost its match 
against Fiorentina in the Se- 
rie A, the team scripted its 
worst start in the competi¬ 
tion in the past 81 years. 

AC Milan lost 3-1 against 
Fiorentina on Sunday and 
with this, the team has now 
lost four matches in six Serie 
A games this season. 

The results: La Liga: Alaves 2 
(Lucas 76-pen, Joselu 86) bt 
Real Mallorca 0; Levante 1 
(Hernani 5) drew with Osasuna 
1 (Ruben Garcia 57); Sevilla 3 
(Nolito 18, Ocampos 47, Vaz¬ 
quez 80) bt Real Sociedad 2 
(Oyarzabal 4, Portu 87). 

Serie A: Cagliari 1 (Castro 29) 
drew with Verona 1 (Faraoni 
66); AC Milan 1 (Leao 80) lost 
to Fiorentina 3 (Pulgar 14-pen, 
Castrovilli 66, Ribery 78). 
Bundesliga: Cologne 0 lost to 
Hertha Berlin 4 (Dilrosun 23, 
Ibisevic 59, 63, Boyata 83). 


HYDERABAD: Versailles (Suraj 
Narredu up) won with a record 
time the P.R. Khade Memorial 
Cup, the main event of the races 
held here on Monday (Sept. 30), 
to complete a hat-trick of tri¬ 
umphs. The winner is owned by 
M/s. K. Balamukunda Das, K. 
Shashabindu Das & Krishnan 
Kamesh and trained by D. Netto. 
The winners in the Almanac Plate 
(Nazariya) and Jagityal Plate 
(Egyptian Prince) also had record- 
breaking runs. 

1 SMT. TEEGALA SULOCHANA 
REDDY MEMORIAL CUP (DIV. Il), 
(1,100m), maiden 3-y-o only (Cat. 
II), (Terms): BORN GREEK (Aneel) 
1, Aristocrats Charm (Ajeeth Ku¬ 
mar) 2, Green Turf (A. A. Vikrant) 
3 and Star Racer (Deepak Singh) 
4. 4, 3-1/4 and nk. lm, 6.13s. ?36 
(w), 11, 9 and 16 (p), SHP: 24, FP: 
295, Q: 146, Tla: 2,577. Favourite: 
Unstoppable. Owners: Kunwar 
Digvijay Singh Shekhawat & Mr. 
Sarasam Madhusudan Reddy. 
Trainer: Ravinder Singh. 

2 GRAND ENTRY PLATE (DIV. i), 
(1,200m), 3-y-o & over, rated 
upto 25 (Cat. Ill): LOCHA STELLA 
(C.P. Bopanna) 1, Air Salute (Afroz 
Khan) 2, Hurricane (Kuldeep 
Singh) 3 and All Star General (Ro- 
hit Kumar) 4. Not run: Escalating 
Striker. 1, hd and 6-3/4. lm, 13.17s. 
m (w), 7, 7 and 5 (p), SHP: 24, FP: 
84, Q: 48, Tla: 117. Favourite: Hur¬ 
ricane. Owner: Mr. A.C. Muthiah. 
Trainer: Satheesh. 

3 SMT. TEEGALA SULOCHANA 
REDDY MEMORIAL CUP (DIV. 


ill), (1,100m), maiden 3-y-o only 
(Cat. II), (Terms): her legacy 
(Suraj Narredu) 1, Buzz Light Year 
(Akshay Kumar) 2, Sterling King 
(G. Naresh) 3 and Dimension (Ro- 
hit Kumar) 4. 4-1/2, 5 and 1-3/4. 
lm, 6.55s. ?9 (w), 6, 9 and 19 (p), 
SHP: 17, FP: 25, Q: 12, Tla: 552. Fa¬ 
vourite: Her Legacy. Owners: M/s. 
Sanjay R. Goyani & S. Prasad Raju. 
Trainer: Prasad Raju. 

4 P.R. KHADE MEMORIAL PLATE 
(1,100m), 3-y-o & over, rated 
40 to 65 (Cat. II): versallies 
(Suraj Narredu) 1, Aon Aon Aon 
(Abhay Singh) 2, Honest Hunter 
(B.R. Kumar) 3 and Mon General 
(Akshay Kumar) 4. 1-1/2, 3/4 and 
1/2. lm, 5.61s (record time). H9 
(w), 7, 6 and 15 (p), SHP: 18, FP: 
55, Q: 27, Tla: 379. Favourite: 
Versallies. Owners: M/s. K. Bal¬ 
amukunda Das, K. Shashabindu 
Das & Krishnan Kamesh. Trainer: 
D. Netto. 

ALMANAC PLATE (2,200m), 4- 
y-o & over, rated 20 to 45 (Cat. 
Ill): nazariya (Akshay Kumar) 1, 
Ashwa Arjun (G. Naresh) 2, Alex- 
anderthegreat (Ajeeth Kumar) 3 
and Brave Warrior (Rohit Kumar) 
4. Nk, 1 and 3/4.2m, 21.27s (record 
time), m (w), 7, 7 and 8 (p), SHP: 
33, FP: 74, Q: 55, Tla: 425. Favour¬ 
ite: Nazariya. Owners: Mr. 
Marthand Singh Mahindra & Mrs. 
Rina Mahindra. Trainer: Laxman 
Singh. 

6 SMT. TEEGALA SULOCHANA 
REDDY MEMORIAL CUP (DIV. 
I), (1,100m), maiden 3-y-o only 
(Cat. II), (Terms): city of blos¬ 
som (Deepak Singh) 1, Mehrzad 


(Akshay Kumar) 2, Safra (Suraj 
Narredu) 3 and Excelsior (Ajeeth 
Kumar) 4. Not run: Whiskery. Nk, 
1-1/4 and 4-1/2. lm, 6.55s. t\2 (w), 
6, 7 and 5 (p), SHP: 16, FP: 43, Q: 
29, Tla: 89. Favourite: City Of Blos¬ 
som. Owners: M/s. K. Thribhuvan 
Reddy & K. Vivek Reddy. Trainer: 
Satyanarayana. 

NOTE: Originally Mehrzad won 
the race but an objection was up¬ 
held, the order was revised as 
above. 

7 JAGITYAL PLATE (1,800m), 4- 
y-o & over, rated 40 to 65 (Cat. 
II): EGYPTIAN PRINCE (Nakhat 
Singh) 1, Durango (Ajeeth Kumar) 
2, That’s My Magic (Akshay Ku¬ 
mar) 3 and Lockhart (Deepak 
Singh) 4. Not run: Somerset. 3,1- 
3/4 and 1/2. lm, 50.87s (record 
time). ?30 (w), 9, 12 and 16 (p), 
SHP: 64, FP: 356, Q: 169, Tla: 
1,461. Favourite: Big Brave. 
Owner: Mr. Ahmed Alam Khan. 
Trainer: Deshmukh. 

8 GRAND ENTRY PLATE 
(1,200m), 3-y-o & over, rated 
upto 25 (Cat. Ill): HANDSOME DUO 
(Ajeeth Kumar) 1, Country’s Gift 
(Suraj Narredu) 2, Vallee Ikon 
(B.R. Kumar) 3 and Cowboys De¬ 
light (Akshay Kumar) 4.1/2,1 and 
2-1/4. lm, 15.21s. H5 (w), 7, 6 and 
12 (p), SHP: 13, FP: 54, Q: 24, Tla: 
301. Favourite: Country’s Gift. 
Owners: M/s. Shaik Asif & M. 
Rafeeq Iqbal. Trainer: A. Vatsalya. 
Jackpot: ?6,434 (91 tkts.). Runner- 
up: 467 (537 tkts.), Mini jkt: 2,497 
(35 tkts.), Tr (i): 322 (160 tkts.), (ii): 
76 (655 tkts.), (iii): 480 (170 tkts.). 



Celebration time: Sevilla's players are a happy bunch after 
shading Real Sociedad in a close match, -afp 


RFYC lifts 
trophy 


VEDANTA YOUTH CUP 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

SIRSAIM (GOA) 

Reliance Foundation 
Young Champs (RFYC) de¬ 
feated JSW Bengaluru FC 
2-1 in the final to win the in¬ 
augural Vedanta Youth Cup 
here on Monday. Zidan and 
Nemil scored for the Young 
Champs while the Bengalu¬ 
ru side reduced the margin 
through captain Bekey 
Oram. 

Tata Football Academy 
finished third by defeating 
hosts Sesa Football Acade¬ 
my 2-0. 

Muhammed Valiyattil of 
the Young Champs was 
chosen the best player of 
the tournament while Jagoi 
Wungshungam of Tata FA 
got the highest scorer’s 
award. 

A brainchild of Sesa 
Football Academy, Vedanta 
Youth Cup is a tournament 
which brought together 
the best corporate football 
academies of India. 

Sesa Football Academy 
president Annanya Agar- 
wal said, “Vedanta Youth 
Cup Goa 2019 has set a 
benchmark in terms of 
competition and youth de¬ 
velopment in the country. 
All the teams have deli¬ 
vered a stellar perfor¬ 
mance on the pitch.” 


‘Mercedes 
one-two down 
to teamwork’ 


AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE 

SOCHI (RUSSIA) 

Lewis Hamilton paid tribute 
on Monday to the respect 
and team-work that enabled 
Mercedes to secure him vic¬ 
tory in an unexpected one- 
two for the Silver Arrows in 
the Russian Grand Prix. 

In stark contrast to the 
radio feuds, claims of a bro¬ 
ken drivers’ agreement and 
reliability problems that un¬ 
did rival Ferrari’s bid for a 
fourth consecutive victory 
in Sunday’s race, the cham¬ 
pion rediscovered its unity 
and sense of purpose to 
take full advantage. 

Referring to his relation¬ 
ship with teammate Valtteri 
Bottas, the defending five¬ 
time champion said: “We 
work together. So it’s all 
about respect, having res¬ 
pect and, I think that res¬ 
pect has been there since 
day one. We talk about sce¬ 
narios very openly. Valtteri 
has always been respectful 
in those scenarios and I 
think it’s vital that we are 
both acting accordingly, 
which we do, I think.” 

Hamilton was respond¬ 
ing to reporters’ questions 
after Sunday’s race where a 
radio feud, over a perceived 
broken agreement, bet¬ 
ween Ferrari’s Charles Le- 
clerc and Sebastian Vettel 
upset the team’s bid for a 
victory to end Mercedes’ 
six-year dominance of the 
Russian race. 


• • • 
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Shrivalli bounces back in style 

Overcomes Sai Samhitha’s challenge; Sai Dedeepya prevails over Pratibha 


Novak Djokovic — underweight 
and out of shape 



Hesitant start, but... Rashmikaa Shrivalli made light of falling behind in the first set as she raced 
away to a straight-set win in the first round. ■ kamesh srinivasan 


tennis 


KAME SH SRINIVASAN 
NEW DELHI 

Rashmikaa Shrivalli Bhami- 
dipaty overcame a hesitant 
start to beat the sixth seed 
and former finalist Sai Sam- 
hitha 7-5, 6-3 in the women’s 
first round of the Fenesta Na¬ 
tional tennis championship 
at the DLTA Complex here 
on Monday. 

On a pleasant day, when 
only the high humidity 
teased the players and tested 
their fitness, the fluent strok¬ 
ing Shrivalli bounced back 
from being down 3-5 in the 
first set to win in straight 
sets. 

In the pre-quarterfinals, 
Shrivalli will play qualifier 
Jagmeet Kaur who battled for 
three hours and 35 minutes 
to tame Vanshika Choudhary 
6-7(5), 6-4, 7-6(2). 

Outplayed 

In another match, the crafty 
game of Sai Dedeepya pre¬ 
vailed as she outplayed fifth 
seed Prathiba Narayan 6-3, 
6-1. She will play Shreya Tata- 
varthy in the next round. 

Third seed Vaidehi Chaud- 
hari was in robust form as 
she blanked Himaanshika 


Singh. Salsa Aher and Yuba- 
rani Banerjee were also in 
equally impressive form, as 
they set up a second round 
against each other. 

In the men’s event, se¬ 
cond seed Aryan Goveas 
handled the talented left¬ 
hander Neeraj Yashpaul with 
composure for a fluent win. 

Third seed Ishaque Eqbal 


was in a spot of bother 
against former national 
champion Mohit Mayur who 
won the first set, but retired 
after one game in the second 
with a knee injury. 

It was a disappointment 
for the packed gathering, as 
the two provided a high 
quality fare. 

“The knee was paining. I 


didn’t want to push. I hope 
to play the doubles,” said 
Mohit. 

Suraj Prabobh, another fi¬ 
nalist of the past, battled 
past Rishi Reddy in three 
sets. 

In the junior boys’ event, 
leading players like Dev Ja- 
via, Mann Shah, Kabir Hans, 
Krishan Hooda, Chirag Du- 


han, Sushant Dabas, Madh- 
win Kamath and Uddayvir 
Singh cruised into the se¬ 
cond round. 

In the junior girls’ event, 
in which the seeded players 
had a bye in the first round, 
Sanvi Ahluwalia fought past 
Harleen Kaur 7-6(4), 7-5. In 
another match, Kavya Palani 
recovered from the brink of 
defeat to beat Tanushri Pan- 
dey 3-6, 7-6(3), 6-4. 

The results (first round): 

Men: K.S. Dheeraj bt Anurag 
Nenwani 5-7, 6-3, 6-4; Suresh 
Dhakshineswar bt Fahad Mo¬ 
hammed 6-2, 6-1; Ishaque Eq¬ 
bal bt Mohit Mayur 4-6,1-0 (re¬ 
tired); Paras Dahiya bt Rishab 
Agarwal 6-3, 6-3; Kunal Anand 
bt Lakshya Gupta 6-2, 6-4; Ja- 
tin Dahiya bt Lakshit Sood 6-4, 
6-2; Suraj Prabodh bt Rishi Red¬ 
dy 6-2, 3-6, 6-3; Aryan Goveas 
bt Neeraj Yashpaul 6-4, 6-2. 
Women: Tejasvi Kate bt Avika 
Sagwal 6-3, 6-1; Salsa Aher bt 
Sunskrithi Damera 6-0, 6-1; 
Yubarani Banerjee bt Deeksha 
Manju 6-2, 6-2; Vaidehi Chaud- 
hari bt Himaanshika Singh 6-0, 
6-0; Sai Dedeepya bt Prathiba 
Narayan 6-3, 6-1; Shreya Tata- 
varthy bt Sharannya Gaware 

6- 2, 6-2; Rashmikaa Shrivalli 
Bhamidipaty bt Sai Samhitha 

7- 5, 6-3; Jagmeet Kaur bt Van¬ 
shika Choudhary 6-7(5), 6-4, 7- 
6 ( 2 ). 


AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

TOKYO 

World No. 1 Novak Djokovic 
may be the top seed at the Ja¬ 
pan Open, but when he took 
to the ring for a sumo bout, 
he came up short. 

“I felt that I am out of 
shape (for sumo) a little bit,” 
he told the ATP website after 
trying his hand at the sport 
on Monday, hours before his 
first match. 

With his teeth gritted and 
his fingers sinking into the 
giant arm of his opponent, 
Djokovic tried and failed to 
move a wrestler a few inches 


inside a dohyo (sumo ring). 
“I think with a few more ki¬ 
los, I’ll be ready to com¬ 
pete,” he joked. “Probably 
three times as much as I 
have right now would be the 
right measurement for me to 
compete.” 

Djokovic said he was no 
stranger to the sport though, 
having watched it with his 
father in the past when they 
cheered for Akebono - who 
reached the yokozuna status 
that is the pinnacle of sumo. 

The ancient sport of sumo 
is a big draw for foreign visi¬ 
tors to Japan, with new spec¬ 


tators often surprised by the 
agility of the enormous 
participants. 

Impressive 

“It’s quite impressive to see 
also how flexible they are,” 
Djokovic said. 

“I didn’t think that they 
were that flexible consider¬ 
ing it’s a heavyweight sport, 
but I see that they are paying 
a lot of attention to the mo¬ 
bility of their joints and the 
flexibility, which is of course 
what allows them to move 
around as agile as possible at 
their weight.” 



Mor to lead junior team 

Has a few players already in senior squad, but no coach 


A day to remember for ex-champions 



Reunion: Former National champions with the felicitation trophy from the DCM Shriram Group which was celebrating its 25th 
edition of the premier tennis event in the country. ■ kamesh srinivasan 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

A galaxy of National cham¬ 
pions assembled to celebrate 
DCM Shriram Group’s 25- 
year association with Indian 
tennis. 

Olympic silver medallist 
and former Union Sports Mi¬ 
nister Rajyavardhan Singh 
Rathore was on hand to felic¬ 
itate the 15 National cham¬ 


pions who won men’s, wo¬ 
men’s and junior titles. 

DCM Shriram Group CMD 
Ajay Shriram praised the 
champions for their commit¬ 
ment and passion. 

He said it gave the organi¬ 
sation great satisfaction to 
cater to Indian tennis over so 
many years, even as the tour¬ 
nament changed from Shri¬ 
ram Open to Fenesta Open, 


and also gained the status of 
the National championship. 

Praise 

Rathore praised the facility 
at the DLTA and wished the 
place would see many more 
champions emerge. 

Vishaal Uppal, Nitten Kirr- 
tane, Archana Venkatara- 
man, Sai Jayalakshmy, Rush- 
mi Chakravarthi, Isha 


Lakhani, Ashutosh Singh, 
V.M. Ranjeet, Jeevan Nedun- 
chezhiyan, Prerna Bhambri, 
Mohit Mayur, Vishnu Vard- 
han, Sriram Balaji and Dal- 
winder Singh were present¬ 
ed a special trophy made for 
the occasion. 

Ankita Bhambri’s hus¬ 
band and Sanaa Bhambri’s 
mother collected the tro¬ 
phies on their behalf. 


hockey 


UTHR A GANESAN 

NEW DELHI 

Even as Hockey India conti¬ 
nues to scout for a new fo¬ 
reign coach for the junior 
men’s national side, it 
named a 18-member squad 
for the 9th Sultan of Johor 
Cup next month. 

While the team includes 
quite a few names who have 
already earned their nation¬ 
al caps and are part of the se¬ 
nior team as well, it would 
be interesting to see who ac¬ 
companies the side as coach 
in the absence of a full-time 
chief coach. 

Post not filled 

The current junior camp on¬ 
going in Bengaluru is being 
supervised by High Perfor¬ 
mance Director David John 
and B.J. Kariappa. Hockey 
India had advertised for a 
new coach back in July after 
sacking Jude Felix following 
disappointing outings but is 
yet to fill the post. 

The federation had ex¬ 


tended its application dea¬ 
dline thrice before taking 
down the advertisement 
from its website without any 
final decision. 

The Indian side would be 
led by Mandeep Mor and in¬ 
cludes the likes of Dilpreet 
Singh, Gursahibjit Singh and 
Shilanand Lakra in attack, 
all with senior team expe¬ 
rience. 

The tournament is sche¬ 
duled to be held from Octob¬ 
er 12-19 in Malaysia. New 
Zealand, Japan, Australia 
and Great Britain are the 
other teams in fray. 

“It will be a fantastic expe¬ 
rience for the team since top 
sides like Australia and Great 
Britain will be taking part. 
The players have been put 
through strenuous training 
and have improved their 
skills tremendously. Howev¬ 
er, they will have to find a 
way to apply their learnings 
on the field and execute 
their plans,” Kariappa said. 

Wonink demoted? 

Interestingly, Hockey India 


has also sought applications 
for a new analytical coach 
for the women’s side. 

Erik Wonink, who had 
been in this role for almost 
two years and had a good 
understanding with chief 
coach Sjoerd Marijne, has 
been moved to the junior 
women’s side. 

The decision was taken a 
few years ago and has only 
now come to light with the 
federation advertising for 
the same with the last date 
for application being Octob¬ 
er 5. 

The squad: 

Goalkeepers: Prashant Kumar 
Chauhan, Pawan. 

Defenders: Sanjay, Dinachan- 
dra Singh Moirangthem, Pratap 
Lakra, Suman Beck, Mandeep 
Mor, Yashdeep Siwach, Sharda- 
nand Tiwari. 

Midfielders: Vishnu Kant Singh, 
Rabichandra Singh Moirang¬ 
them, Maninder Singh. 
Forwards: Dilpreet Singh, Su- 
deep Chirmako, Gursahibjit 
Singh, Uttam Singh, Rahul Ku¬ 
mar Rajbhar, and Shilanand Lak¬ 
ra. 


Clippers’ 
George 
sidelined by 
injuries 


AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

LOS ANGELES 

Paul George will not be 
playing alongside Kawhi 
Leonard at Los Angeles 
Clippers until at least No¬ 
vember because of off-sea¬ 
son shoulder surgeries. 

George, who joined NBA 
Finals Most Valuable Player 
Leonard in leaving his 
team to play for Clippers 
starting this season, said 
he would miss the entire 
pre-season and at least the 
first 10 days of the upcom¬ 
ing season. 

George comes off a sea¬ 
son in which he produced 
28 points, 8.2 rebounds, 4.1 
assists and an NBA-best 2.2 
steals a game for Oklahoma 
Thunder. 

“I will be out of the pre¬ 
season,” George said. 

“As of now. I’ll be out of 
October fully, but who 
knows? We’ll see. In the 
November range is our tar¬ 
get date.” 


‘Give kids the right information’ 

Rivers believes communication is important for coaching 



Expertspealc David Lee Rivers gives his inputs to youngsters 
in New Delhi on Sunday, -anantkaur 


basketball 


ANAN T KAUR 
NEW DELHI 

Former NBA Los Angeles 
Lakers star, David Lee Rivers 
has had an illustrious 17-year 
career which has seen him 
play many leagues in various 
countries and winning most 
of them - NBA, CBA, Euro, 
French, Greek, Turkish and 
Italian leagues. 

In search of talent, the 
now coach travels to numer¬ 
ous countries. At the India 
basketball education-leader- 
ship clinic organised at the 
Nehru stadium. Rivers was 
enthusiastic about teaching 
kids the required skills of the 
game. “They are thirsty for 
right information and gui¬ 
dance. That’s the real chal¬ 
lenge among coaches and 
the community. Give kids 
right information and let 
them grow up with it and be 
consistent. That is really 
why I am here,” the LA Lak¬ 
ers champion told The 
Hindu. 

Rivers developed a rela¬ 
tionship with the game as a 
six year old boy when his 
father bought him a basket¬ 
ball. As a kid he was inspired 
by Julius Erving (Dr J). He got 
drafted by the LA Lakers and 
with proper guidance and 
coaching, he became a 
world class player. 

Achieve success 

The 54-year-old Rivers, who 
plans to take kids to different 
countries as part of his aca¬ 



demy, wants them to 
achieve success “They will 
become role models for the 
younger kids because 
through our program they 
are going to be required to 
come back here. They got to 
come back here and give. 
Whether they end up in US, 
Canada, Europe wherever 
they go through our pro¬ 
gram and achieve success, 
requirement is to share what 
they learnt with these young 
kids (at home). That is the 
responsibility,” stated 
Rivers. 

He emphasised as a 
player and coach, communi¬ 
cation skills were of utmost 
importance but coaching 
was challenging, 

“Coaching is very easy if 



you are a good communica¬ 
tor. If your communications 
skills are great and if a player 
makes a mistake then you 
can get in their face closer 
and scream, yell at them but 
as long as they understand 
that you love them and care 
about them, they get the 
message.” 

He added, “As a very 
young player I was taught 
that I would have to be a 
mom and dad to all of my 
teammates. One should be¬ 
come a student of the game 
to learn every aspect of it 
and develop a strong mind¬ 
set to execute it. The mind is 
number one. At the end of 
the day the physical aspect is 
15-20 per cent and the rest is 
all mindset.” 



Kamlesh Nagarkoti returns 
for Emerging Asia Cup 



Future bright: Kamlesh Nagarkoti, who spent a long time out 
with injury, is back in the reckoning, -afp 


cricket 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

Young pacer Kamlesh Nagar¬ 
koti on Monday returned to 
the Indian team for the up¬ 
coming Emerging Asia Cup 
after a 19-month injury 
layoff. 

The pacer, who excelled 
in India’s triumphant cam¬ 
paign at the U-19 World Cup 
in New Zealand last year, has 
been constantly monitored 
by experts at the National 
Cricket Academy (NCA) in 
Bengaluru, where he under¬ 
went rehab following a 
stress fractures in his lower 
back, heel and ankle. 

The 19-year-old, who 
picked the first ever hat-trick 
for Rajasthan in List A crick¬ 
et, last played a competitive 
game during the Vijay Ha- 
zare Trophy last year. 


Nagarkoti, who formed a 
fine combination with fellow 
pacer Shivam Mavi during 
the World Cup, is one of the 
notable names in the squad 
announced after a meeting 
of the junior selection com¬ 
mittee in Mumbai. 

The tournament is sche¬ 
duled to be held in Bangla¬ 


desh in November. 

The squad: 

Vinayak Gupta, Aryan Juyal, 
B.R. Sharath (C & WK), Chinmay 
Sutar, Yash Rathod, Arman Jaff- 
er, Sanveer Singh, Kamlesh Na¬ 
garkoti, Hrithik Shokeen, S.A. 
Desai, Arshdeep Singh, S.R. Du- 
bey, Kumar Suraj, P. Rekhade, 
Kuldip Yadav. 


UEFA Champions League 2019-20 


MATCH DAY 2: OCT 1 

Real Madrid ESP 
Club Brugge BEL 
Galatasaray TUR 
PSG FRA 

Red Star SRB 
Olympiacos GRE 
Tottenham ENG 
Bayern GER 

Man City ENG 
Din. Zagreb CRO 
Atalanta ITA 
Shakhtar UKR 


Juventus ITA 
Leverkusen GER 
Lokomotiv RUS 
Atletico ESP 


ODD 

ODD 


Head-to-head E] El D 
Standings GD Pts 
PSG 
Brugge 
Gal’tasary 
Real 



ODD 


Zagreb 4 3 

Man City 3 3 

Shakhtar -3 0 

Atalanta -4 0 



Philippe Coutinho 

Scored first goal for Bayern against 
Koin after completing season-long loan 

EUROPEAN HEAVYWEIGHTS 

Bayern sealed seventh successive 
German Bundesliga title last season, but 
Last 16 elimination in Champions League 
highlighted recent struggle to excel in Europe 

Champions League group winners 
Barcelona Appearances: 24* 20 



Real 

24 

16 

Man Utd 

22 

15 

Bayern 

23 

15 


AWAY DAYS: Bayern 
undefeated in nine away 
ties in Europe, since 
loss to PSG in 
group stage 
in 2017 


Juventus 20 

Sources: UEFA, Gracenote 


group stage 
Picture: Getty Images 


Away 
record in 
inc. 2019 Champions 
League 



GRAPHIC NEWS 


NEW DELHI ROUND-UP 


Air India swamps 
Jamia Milia 

Mohd. Raheez struck thrice 
while captain V.S. Vinaya 
and Saurabh Anand scored 
twice each as Air India 
scored in every quarter of 
the game in its 7-3 victory 
against Jamia Milia Islamia 
University in a Pool B match 
of the 12th all-India 
Maharaja Ranjit Singh 
hockey tournament here on 
Monday. 


The other game of the day at 
the National Stadium saw 
SAI Hockey Academy upset 
Army XI1-0 in Pool A, the 
lone goal of the match 
coming through a penalty 
corner in the 25th minute, 
converted by Pankaj. 

The results: SAI 1 (Pankaj) bt 
Army XI0; Air India 7 
(Mohd. Raheez 3, V.S. 

Vinaya 2, Saurabh Anand 2) 
bt Jamia Milia 3 (Rajeev 2, 
Satam). 


Maiyo, Misganaw 
win ‘Petro Run’ 

Caren Jebet Maiyo of Kenya 
and Ethiopia’s Sikiyas 
Misganaw won the women’s 
and men’s sections 
respectively of the Petro 
Run 2019, the fourth edition 
of the Delhi International 
half marathon organised by 
the Petroleum Sports 
Promotion Board here on 
Sunday. 

While Maiyo completed the 


race in 01:14:19s, Misganaw 
won in 01:04:25. Among 
Indians, Anish Thapa and 
Priti Lamba won the men’s 
and women’s races 
respectively. 

Flagged off by National 
badminton coach P. Gopi 
Chand and athlete Hima 
Das, the event saw 
participation from several 
Indian Oil stars, including 
Ameya Mallick, Jauna 
Murmu, T. Gopi, S.K. 


Uthappa and Swapna 
Barman. 

The event had a prize 
money of ?42 lakh, the 
highest for a domestic 
event, with a total of 119 
prizes under various 
categories. The event saw 
more than 4500 
participants across various 
categories - 21km, 10km 
and 5km - with the half 
marathon winners taking 
home ^3 lakh each. 
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